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EUAA Monitoring Mechanism

Which are the 
types of monitoring 
exercises? 
The EUAA monitoring mechanism comprises three types of monitoring 
exercises on the basis of their scope:

Type of exercise Thematic scope Geographic scope Frequency

Country 
monitoring
Covering the 
operational and 
technical application of 
all aspects of the CEAS 
in a specific Member 
State.

Operational 
and technical 
application of all 
aspects of the 
CEAS

In a �p�m�`�^�e�ˆ�^��
Member State 

At least once every 
�ˆ�s�`���v�`�[�o�p

Thematic 
monitoring
Covering thematic or 
specific aspects of the 
CEAS with regard to all 
Member States.

Thematic or 
�p�m�`�^�e�ˆ�^���[�p�m�`�^�q�p��of 
the CEAS

In all Member 
States

In accordance with 
the monitoring 
multiannual and 
annual monitoring 
programmes

Ad-hoc 
monitoring
where the information 
analysis on the situation 
of asylum raises serious 
concerns regarding 
the functioning of a 
Member State’s asylum 
or reception system.

�S�m�`�^�e�ˆ�^���[�p�m�`�^�q�p��
raising serious 
concerns on the 
functioning of 
the asylum or 
reception system

Initiated in a 
�p�m�`�^�e�ˆ�^���M�`�j�]�`�o��
State

In case of serious 
concerns - at 
the request of 
the European 
Commission or 
at the initiative 
of the EUAA in 
consultation with 
the Commission
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Are all EU+ countries 
covered under 
the EUAA Monitoring 
Mechanism?

(3) In view of the position of Denmark as laid down in the EUAA Regulation, if mutually agreed between Denmark and the Agency, 
the Member State may participate in the monitoring mechanism. 

The EUAA Regulation is binding on all EU Member States with the exception of Denmark(3).

Associated countries will be able to participate in the EUAA monitoring mechanism only after new 
arrangements with the Union are concluded (Recital 65 and Article 34 of the EUAA Regulation).

Iceland  Liechtenstein Norway Switzerland
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How often are 
the EU Member States 
monitored?
In accordance with Article 15(1) of the EUAA Regulation, each Member State is monitored at least 
once in a five-year period, which is also referred to as the ‘monitoring cycle’. 

The schedule of Member States to be monitored during each year of the monitoring cycle is 
defined in the multiannual monitoring programme, which also sets out the number of thematic 
monitoring exercises which can be forecasted.

The order and the timeline for the country monitoring exercises in a specific year are defined in the 
annual monitoring programme, adopted by the Management Board by 30 June of the preceding 
year, in line with section 9 of the Annex to MB Decision No 198/2026 

The annual monitoring programme also establishes the number and topics of the thematic 
monitoring exercises along with their timeline.

The Management Board Decision No 165 of 14 May 2024 establishes the multiannual programme 
for the period 2026-2030 and the preceding pilot phase for the monitoring mechanism: 

20272026Pilots

•	 Netherlands
•	 Estonia

•	 Austria
•	 Romania
•	 Finland
•	 Croatia
•	 Germany

•	 Slovakia
•	 Malta
•	 Bulgaria

Revision of 
methodology

Pilot Phase
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During this period, the Agency shall perform at least one thematic monitoring exercise.  

203020292028

•	 Portugal
•	 Slovenia
•	 France
•	 Czech Republic
•	 Sweden

•	 Spain
•	 Belgium
•	 Hungary
•	 Poland
•	 Cyprus
•	 Ireland

•	 Lithuania
•	 Greece
•	 Italy
•	 Latvia
•	 Luxembourg
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The Monitoring Unit within the EUAA is responsible for the planning, 
programming and implementation of the monitoring exercises and all 
subsequent activities. This includes the coordination of teams of experts 
that are appointed by the EUAA Executive Director to carry out on-site visits 
as part of the monitoring exercises. The teams of experts are composed of 
experts from the Agency’s own staff, the European Commission, Member 
States experts and, as observer, the UNHCR. 

Who performs 
the monitoring?
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Each monitoring exercise spans across the following key stages:

What are the stages 
of a monitoring exercise?

This procedure applies to the country monitoring exercises. For thematic and ad hoc monitoring, 
adjustments may be required in line with the principle of proportionality.

For more information, visit the EUAA website: https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/
monitoring-ceas

Preparatory stage Initial outreach and preparatory mission to the Member State.
Collection of information available to the EUAA.

Initiation and 
information gathering 

Formal launch of the monitoring exercise by the EUAA Executive 
Director.
Information gathering from other relevant internal and external 
stakeholders.
Member State response to questionnaire and submission of case 
samples for analysis.

Consolidation 
of information & 

analysis

Preliminary analysis of possible shortcomings and good practices 
based on consolidated information.
Preparation of the on-site visit in consultation with the Member 
State.

Findings The Executive Director sends the findings of the monitoring 
exercise to the Member State concerned for comments. 
The Member State has one month to provide comments, which 
are taken into account for the finalisation of the report with 
findings.

Recommendations The Executive Director sends the draft recommendations to the 
Member State.
The Member State has one month to provide comments, which 
are taken into account for the finalisation of the recommendations.
The recommendations are finalised and sent for adoption to the 
EUAA Management Board.

Follow-up The Member State prepares an Action Plan in consultation with 
EUAA. 
Regular reporting.

On-site visit The team of experts performs the on-site visit and the relevant 
assessment.
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For more information, visit the EUAA website: 
https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/
monitoring-ceas
The Management Board Decision No 198/2026 
remains the officially adopted text and prevails in 
the event of discrepancies with this brochure.


