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Disclaimer 

This response to a COI query has been elaborated according to the EUAA COI Report Methodology and 

EUAA Writing and Referencing Guide. 

Query responses are produced in response to COI information requests received from asylum authorities 

within EU+ countries or initiated by EUAA based on COI information needs.  Query responses are produced 

within a limited time period, typically within 5 to 10 days. Within these time constraints, the information 

provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care.  

All sources used are referenced and cited in the bibliography section. A quality review has been performed in 

line with the above mentioned COI methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive or 

conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or 

organisation is not mentioned in the report, this   does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the 

person or organisation does not exist. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular 

legal position. 

The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EUAA and makes no political 

statement whatsoever. The target audience is caseworkers, COI researchers, policy makers, and decision-making 

authorities. Any event taking place after the reference period is not included in this query response. 

Cite as: EUAA, Country of Origin Information Query, Pakistan, Security situation in Khyber district, 13 March 2026, 

url  

https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_02_EUAA_COI_Report_methodology.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_02_EUAA_COI_Writing_and_referencing_guide.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2026_03_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q12_Pakistan_Security_Situation_in_Khyber_District.pdf
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COI QUERY RESPONSE – Pakistan 

 
Security situation in Khyber district 

 
1. Conflict background and armed actors   

 
In 2025, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) was described as one of the provinces most affected by 
insecurity in Pakistan.1 On 14 December 2025, KP police released a report detailing that 502 
persons, including civilians, were killed in ‘terrorism incidents’ in that year, in 137 attacks.2 
Security situation in KP has been described as deteriorated in 2025 compared to 2024, with 
higher levels of recorded militant violence.3   
 
In October 2025, a wave of cross-border attacks between Afghanistan and Pakistan erupted, 
described by the BBC as ‘the worst fighting since the [Afghan] Taliban returned to power in 
2021’.4 Pakistan reportedly launched attacks on Kabul accusing Afghanistan of providing a 
safe haven for armed groups attacking Pakistan.5 Afghanistan retaliated in the following days, 
attacking targets in Pakistan in the border area.6 Both parties agreed on a ceasefire 
negotiated by Qatar and Türkiye on 19 October 2025,7 which largely held towards the end of 
the year.8 
 
Additional information on security situation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) can be found in the 
EUAA COI report Pakistan, Country Focus, published in December 2024, as well as in the 
EUAA COI query response number Q48-2025: Security situation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
published in December 2025. 
 

2. Recent security trends 
 

 
1 ACAPS, Pakistan, Key crises to watch, 12 June 2025, url, pp. 3-4; Afghanistan International, The Indus Waters 
Treaty at Crossroads: Implications For Regional Peace & The Path Forward, 20 February 2026, url; CRSS, CRSS 
Security Report – Jan. to Nov., 2025, url  
2 Eurasia Review,  Pakistan: Persistent Peril In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa – Analysis, 10 March 2026, url  
3 ACLED, Pakistan battles rising militancy that risks spreading beyond the frontiers, 11 December 2025, url 
4 BBC, Taliban and Pakistan agree to ceasefire after days of deadly clashes, 19 October 2025, url  
5 BBC, Taliban and Pakistan agree to ceasefire after days of deadly clashes, 19 October 2025, url  
6 BBC, Taliban and Pakistan agree to ceasefire after days of deadly clashes, 19 October 2025, url  
7 BBC, Taliban and Pakistan agree to ceasefire after days of deadly clashes, 19 October 2025, url  
8 ACLED, Pakistan battles rising militancy that risks spreading beyond the frontiers, 11 December 2025, url 

https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_12_EUAA_COI_Report_Pakistan_Country_Focus.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2025_12_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q48_Pakistan_Security_Situation_in_Khyber_Pakhtunkhwa.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250612_ACAPS_Pakistan_Key_crises_to_watch_in_2025.pdf
https://www.afintl.com/en/202602206535
https://crss.pk/first-11-months-of-2025-over-25-more-violent-than-entire-2024/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/10032026-pakistan-persistent-peril-in-khyber-pakhtunkhwa-analysis/
https://acleddata.com/report/pakistan-battles-rising-militancy-risks-spreading-beyond-frontiers
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cze6nzpl74do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cze6nzpl74do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cze6nzpl74do
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cze6nzpl74do
https://acleddata.com/report/pakistan-battles-rising-militancy-risks-spreading-beyond-frontiers
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In the reference period, operations by Pakistani security forces continued in the KP province, 
affecting various of its districts including Bajaur,9 Khyber,10 Orakzai,11 Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan, 
and South Waziristan.12 Violent incidents were also reported in other KP districts such as Lakki 
Marwat,13 North Waziristan,14 Shangla,15 and Bannu.16 The Pakistan Institute for Conflict and 
Security Studies (PICSS) indicated that KP remained the province most affected by militant 
violence in Pakistan as of February 2026.17 In the period of 1 January - 8 March 2026, South 
Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP) recorded 13 incidents specifically in the Khyber district.18 
 
Some of the recorded events and incidents include: 
 

• On 6 February 2026, security forces conducted operations in KP, Orakzai and Khyber 

districts, killing 24 militants19.20  

• On 22 February 2026, Pakistani army conducted airstrikes on ‘militant camps and 

hideouts’ inside Afghan territory, as a retaliation for ‘recent suicide bombings in 

Pakistan’.21 
• On 24 February 2026, Khyber district was hit by a mortar and rocket attack from 

Afghanistan, causing a retaliatory attack from Pakistan and a crossfire alongside the 

border.22 

• On the night of 26-27 February 2026, Afghanistan launched an attack on Pakistani 

military bases across the border, to which Pakistan responded with bombing targets in 

Kabul, and on the provinces of Kandahar and Paktika,23 marking the most intense 

 
9 Xinhua, 13 terrorists killed in intelligence-based operations in NW Pakistan: military, 8 March 2026, url; The Hindu, 
Pakistan security forces kill three TTP terrorists in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 14 December 2025, url  
10 AA, Pakistani security forces kill 24 militants near Afghan border, 6 February 2026, url; Xinhua, 13 terrorists killed 
in intelligence-based operations in NW Pakistan: military, 8 March 2026, url; Xinhua, 13 terrorists killed in 
intelligence-based operations in NW Pakistan: military, 8 March 2026, url; Xinhua, 24 terrorists killed in separate 
operations in NW Pakistan, 6 February 2026, url 
11 AA, Pakistani security forces kill 24 militants near Afghan border, 6 February 2026, url; Xinhua, 24 terrorists killed 
in separate operations in NW Pakistan, 6 February 2026, url 
12 Xinhua, 13 terrorists killed in intelligence-based operations in NW Pakistan: military, 8 March 2026, url  
13 Eurasia Review,  Pakistan: Persistent Peril In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa – Analysis, 10 March 2026, url  
14 Eurasia Review,  Pakistan: Persistent Peril In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa – Analysis, 10 March 2026, url  
15 Al Jazeera, More than a dozen killed in bomb blasts, gunfire in Pakistan’s northwest, 17 February 2026, url; AA, 
Child, 14 security personnel, 18 militants killed across Pakistan, 17 February 2026, url  
16 AA, Child, 14 security personnel, 18 militants killed across Pakistan, 17 February 2026, url  
17 PICSS, Escalating Militancy, Regional Tensions, and Strategic Uncertainty: Pakistan’s Monthly Security and Policy 
Outlook – February 2026, 6 March 2026, url; PICSS, Operation Ghazab lil-Haq and Regional Ripples: Pakistan’s 
Expanding Security Theatre, 28 February 2026, url   
18 SATP, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Timeline (Terrorist Activities)-2026, January 2026, 8 March 2026, url  
SATP, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Timeline (Terrorist Activities)-2026, February 2026, 8 March 2026, url 
SATP, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Timeline (Terrorist Activities)-2026, March 2026, 8 March 2026, url 
19 It should be noted that the Pakistani security forces commonly refer to the members of armed groups as ‘khwarij’. 
See: AA, Child, 14 security personnel, 18 militants killed across Pakistan, 17 February 2026, url 
20 AA, Pakistani security forces kill 24 militants near Afghan border, 6 February 2026, url, Xinhua, 24 terrorists killed 
in separate operations in NW Pakistan, 6 February 2026, url 
21 BBC, Pakistan launches deadly strikes on Afghanistan, 22 February 2026, url  
22 SATP, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Timeline (Terrorist Activities)-2026, February 2026, 8 March 2026, url  
23 BBC, What we know after latest escalation in Pakistan-Afghanistan tensions, 27 February 2026, url  

https://english.news.cn/20260308/8b69779ab8a5469084dc9dce88508112/c.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/pakistan-security-forces-kill-three-ttp-terrorists-in-khyber-pakhtunkhwa/article70396510.ece
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/pakistani-security-forces-kill-24-militants-near-afghan-border/3822360
https://english.news.cn/20260308/8b69779ab8a5469084dc9dce88508112/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20260308/8b69779ab8a5469084dc9dce88508112/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20260206/93cb60b581d64fbaa734b515b71cb91d/c.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/pakistani-security-forces-kill-24-militants-near-afghan-border/3822360
https://english.news.cn/20260206/93cb60b581d64fbaa734b515b71cb91d/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20260308/8b69779ab8a5469084dc9dce88508112/c.html
https://www.eurasiareview.com/10032026-pakistan-persistent-peril-in-khyber-pakhtunkhwa-analysis/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/10032026-pakistan-persistent-peril-in-khyber-pakhtunkhwa-analysis/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/2/17/motorcycle-bomb-at-pakistan-police-station-kills-two-wounds-several-report
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/child-14-security-personnel-18-militants-killed-across-pakistan/3832059
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/child-14-security-personnel-18-militants-killed-across-pakistan/3832059
https://www.picss.net/articles/escalating-militancy-regional-tensions-and-strategic-uncertainty-pakistans-monthly-security-and-policy-outlook-february-2026/
https://www.picss.net/latest-reports/operation-ghazab-lil-haq-and-regional-ripples-pakistans-expanding-security-theatre/
https://www.satp.org/terrorist-activity/pakistan-khyberpakhtunkhwa-Jan-2026
https://www.satp.org/terrorist-activity/pakistan-khyberpakhtunkhwa-Feb-2026
https://www.satp.org/terrorist-activity/pakistan-khyberpakhtunkhwa-Jan-2026
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/child-14-security-personnel-18-militants-killed-across-pakistan/3832059
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/pakistani-security-forces-kill-24-militants-near-afghan-border/3822360
https://english.news.cn/20260206/93cb60b581d64fbaa734b515b71cb91d/c.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cdxgln3gnd6o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.satp.org/terrorist-activity/pakistan-khyberpakhtunkhwa-Feb-2026
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj32zx48xvxo
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fighting since the October 2025 ceasefire,24 and thus effectively ending it.25 Pakistani 

army allegedly targeted locations of Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Islamic State 

groups.26 

• On 26 February 2026, Pakistani security forces launched the operation Ghazab-lil-Haq 

(Righteous Fury), and on 4 March 2026, TTP launched the operation Ghazwa-e-Khyber 

(Operation Khyber), directing attacks on Pakistani military targets.27 Pakistani defence 

ministry described the conflict as an ‘open war’.28 

• On 4 March 2026, Turkish government offered to negotiate a new ceasefire.29 

• As of 6 March 2026, sources indicated that the fighting along the border continued,30 

with ‘thousands of civilians living along the border strip from Landi Kotal to Chitral’ 

being caught in the crossfire.31  

• Between 6 and 7 March 2026,32 security forces killed 13 militants in operations 

conducted in various districts across KP.33 The districts involved in the operation 

included Bajaur, Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan, Khyber, and South Waziristan.34 Five 

combatants were killed in the Khyber district alone.35 The authorities stated that the 

militants killed in the operations belonged to an ‘Indian proxy’ group called Fitna Al 

Khwari,36 and the Pakistani government pledged to not stop the operations ‘until 

terrorism is completely eradicated from the country’.37 Security forces stated that they 

were committed to eliminate ‘foreign-sponsored terrorism.’38 Pakistan has previously 

accused India of sponsoring armed groups conducting attacks in its territory,39 

including cross-border attacks from Afghanistan.40 

3. Impact on the civilian population 
 

 
24 BBC, What we know after latest escalation in Pakistan-Afghanistan tensions, 27 February 2026, url  
25 International Crisis Group, Crisis Watch, Pakistan, 1 December 2025-31 February 2026, url  
26 International Crisis Group, Crisis Watch, Pakistan, 1 December 2025-31 February 2026, url  
27 Eurasia Review,  Pakistan: Persistent Peril In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa – Analysis, 10 March 2026, url  
28 CFR, Why Are the Afghan Taliban and Pakistan in an ‘Open War’?, 5 March 2026, url 
29 AP News, Turkey’s Erdogan offers to try to revive a truce as Pakistan-Afghan border clashes enter sixth day, 4 
March 2026, url; Türkiye, The Republic of, Directorate of Communications, President Erdoğan, Prime Minister Sharif 
of Pakistan talk over phone, 3 March 2026, url  
30 Arab News, UN rights chief says 56 Afghan civilians killed since Pakistan conflict escalates, 6 March 2026, url; 
Voicepk, Pak-Afghan border conflict forces thousands to shelter in British-era railway tunnel, 6 March 2026, url 
31 Voicepk, Pak-Afghan border conflict forces thousands to shelter in British-era railway tunnel, 6 March 2026, url  
32 Pakistan, DG ISPR, posted on X, 10 March 2026, url  
33 Samaa TV, posted on Facebook, 8 March 2026, url ; Xinhua, 13 terrorists killed in intelligence-based operations 
in NW Pakistan: military, 8 March 2026, url  
34 Xinhua, 13 terrorists killed in intelligence-based operations in NW Pakistan: military, 8 March 2026, url  
35 Xinhua, 13 terrorists killed in intelligence-based operations in NW Pakistan: military, 8 March 2026, url  
36 FDD indicates that Fitna Al Khwari is a name that Pakistani authorities started using in 2024 when referring to 
TTP, while linking the group to India. See: FDD, Terror attacks intensify in Pakistan as the TTP continues to operate 
from Afghanistan, 12 November 2025, url  
37 Radio Pakistan, Security forces kill 13 Khwarij in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 8 March 2026, url  
38 Samaa TV, posted on Facebook, 8 March 2026, url  
39 FDD, Terror attacks intensify in Pakistan as the TTP continues to operate from Afghanistan, 12 November 2025, 
url; Pakistan Today, Pakistan presents evidence of India’s support for terrorism in UNSC, url  
40 Pakistan Today, Pakistan presents evidence of India’s support for terrorism in UNSC, url  

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj32zx48xvxo
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/database?location%5B%5D=40&crisis_state=&created=-3+months&from_month=1&from_year=2026&to_month=1&to_year=2026
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/database?location%5B%5D=40&crisis_state=&created=-3+months&from_month=1&from_year=2026&to_month=1&to_year=2026
https://www.eurasiareview.com/10032026-pakistan-persistent-peril-in-khyber-pakhtunkhwa-analysis/
https://www.cfr.org/articles/why-are-the-afghan-taliban-and-pakistan-in-an-open-war
https://apnews.com/article/pakkstan-afghanistan-fighting-turkey-mediation-b4d729bd6f8fdfe9a7b34b8e4f0a12e0
https://www.iletisim.gov.tr/english/haberler/detay/president-erdogan-prime-minister-sharif-of-pakistan-talk-over-phone-03-03-2026
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2635464/pakistan
https://voicepk.net/2026/03/pak-afghan-border-conflict-forces-thousands-to-shelter-in-british-era-railway-tunnel/
https://voicepk.net/2026/03/pak-afghan-border-conflict-forces-thousands-to-shelter-in-british-era-railway-tunnel/
https://x.com/OfficialDGISPR/status/2031305113458127223
https://www.facebook.com/samaatv/posts/-13-terrorists-eliminated-in-khyber-pakhtunkhwasecurity-forces-carried-out-a-ser/1398580662300090/
https://english.news.cn/20260308/8b69779ab8a5469084dc9dce88508112/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20260308/8b69779ab8a5469084dc9dce88508112/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20260308/8b69779ab8a5469084dc9dce88508112/c.html
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2025/11/12/terror-attacks-intensify-in-pakistan-as-the-ttp-continues-to-operate-from-afghanistan/
https://www.radio.gov.pk/08-03-2026/security-forces-kill-13-khwarij-of-indian-proxy-in-5-separate-engagements-in-kp
https://www.facebook.com/samaatv/posts/-13-terrorists-eliminated-in-khyber-pakhtunkhwasecurity-forces-carried-out-a-ser/1398580662300090/
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2025/11/12/terror-attacks-intensify-in-pakistan-as-the-ttp-continues-to-operate-from-afghanistan/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2025/12/17/pakistan-presents-evidence-of-indias-support-for-terrorism-in-unsc
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2025/12/17/pakistan-presents-evidence-of-indias-support-for-terrorism-in-unsc
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On 10 January 2026, residents of Tirah Valley in Khyber district, including ‘thousands of 
families’, started evacuating the area following the security forces instructions, in preparation 
of anti-militant operation in the area41 which Pakistani authorities described as ‘a stronghold’ of 
TTP.42 The government estimated that this can impact up to 20 000 families, while tribal 
elders put the figure at 30 000. The authorities offered these families financial support, food 
and transportation, and compensation for damages to their properties.43 There were disputing 
accounts on how many people have been evacuated and whether the government and armed 
forces actually did order the evacuation.44 On 24 January, the government denied that any 
evacuation had been ordered.45 On 28 January, Al Jazeera reported that over 70 000 people 
have left the area.46 Planned military operations in the area have been opposed by local 
groups, including the provincial government, and opposition politicians.4748 In a report covering 
the week of 13–19 February 2026, PICSS reported that around 95 % of those displaced had 
been registered and ‘thousands’ received a monetary compensation.49 On 6 March 2026, 
Voicepk reported that the Pakistani authorities have reportedly not provided aid such as food 
and shelter for displaced families, and the available aid comes from some political parties as 
well as civil society organisations.50 
 
Many of the displaced people have found a temporary shelter in the Bara town in Khyber 
district,51 where authorities have set up a registration center for displaced people.52  
On 6 March 2026, it was reported that some 3 000 people were newly displaced in the 
previous week.53 Some 1 500 people were sheltered in an abandoned railway tunnel in the 
Khyber district.54 
 
Sources indicate that the information on the number of casualties as a result of the conflict is 
difficult to obtain. 55 AP News reported that the area ‘is not accessible to the media’ and the 
journalists could not verify any casualty figures.56 According to the Armed Conflict Location & 
Event Data Project (ACLED), TTP operations in KP are aimed against the security forces and 

 
41 Arab News, Thousands evacuate homes in Pakistan’s northwest ahead of security operation, 10 January 2026,  
url  
42 RFE/RL, Anger And Chaos As Thousands Displaced Ahead Of Pakistani Military Operation, 23 January 2026, url 
43 Arab News, Thousands evacuate homes in Pakistan’s northwest ahead of security operation, 10 January 2026,  
url  
44 NY Times, Thousands Displaced for a Military Push Pakistan Said It Didn’t Order, 5 February 2026, url 
45 RFE/RL, Anger And Chaos As Thousands Displaced Ahead Of Pakistani Military Operation, 23 January 2026, url 
46 Al Jazeera, Tens of thousands flee northwest Pakistan’s Tirah over fears, 28 January 2026, url  
47 RFE/RL, Anger And Chaos As Thousands Displaced Ahead Of Pakistani Military Operation, 23 January 2026, url 
48 KP is governed by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party of the imprisoned former prime minister Imran Khan. 
See also: NY Times, Thousands Displaced for a Military Push Pakistan Said It Didn’t Order, 5 February 2026, url 
49 PICSS, Security Operations and Strategic Outreach: KP Violence, Afghanistan Frictions, and Expanding Global 
Engagement, 22 February 2026, url  
50 Voicepk, Pak-Afghan border conflict forces thousands to shelter in British-era railway tunnel, 6 March 2026, url  
51 NY Times, Thousands Displaced for a Military Push Pakistan Said It Didn’t Order, 5 February 2026, url 
52 Al Jazeera, Tens of thousands flee northwest Pakistan’s Tirah over fears, 28 January 2026, url  
53 Arab News, UN rights chief says 56 Afghan civilians killed since Pakistan conflict escalates, 6 March 2026, url  
54 Voicepk, Pak-Afghan border conflict forces thousands to shelter in British-era railway tunnel, 6 March 2026, url  
55 AP News, Turkey’s Erdogan offers to try to revive a truce as Pakistan-Afghan border clashes enter sixth day, 4 
March 2026, url; Arab News, UN rights chief says 56 Afghan civilians killed since Pakistan conflict escalates, 6 
March 2026, url  
56 AP News, Turkey’s Erdogan offers to try to revive a truce as Pakistan-Afghan border clashes enter sixth day, 4 
March 2026, url  

https://www.arabnews.com/node/2628868/amp
https://www.rferl.org/a/pakistan-ttp-taliban-afghanistan/33657799.html
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2628868/amp
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/05/world/asia/pakistan-military-operation-displaced-people.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/pakistan-ttp-taliban-afghanistan/33657799.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2026/1/28/tens-of-thousands-flee-northwest-pakistan-over-fears-of-military-operation
https://www.rferl.org/a/pakistan-ttp-taliban-afghanistan/33657799.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/05/world/asia/pakistan-military-operation-displaced-people.html
https://www.picss.net/latest-reports/security-operations-and-strategic-outreach-kp-violence-afghanistan-frictions-and-expanding-global-engagement/
https://voicepk.net/2026/03/pak-afghan-border-conflict-forces-thousands-to-shelter-in-british-era-railway-tunnel/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/05/world/asia/pakistan-military-operation-displaced-people.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2026/1/28/tens-of-thousands-flee-northwest-pakistan-over-fears-of-military-operation
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2635464/pakistan
https://voicepk.net/2026/03/pak-afghan-border-conflict-forces-thousands-to-shelter-in-british-era-railway-tunnel/
https://apnews.com/article/pakkstan-afghanistan-fighting-turkey-mediation-b4d729bd6f8fdfe9a7b34b8e4f0a12e0
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2635464/pakistan
https://apnews.com/article/pakkstan-afghanistan-fighting-turkey-mediation-b4d729bd6f8fdfe9a7b34b8e4f0a12e0
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the group ‘largely avoids indiscriminate attacks against civilians.’57 On the other hand, 
Pakistani authorities denied killing any civilians in the conflict,58 even though local sources 
indicate that civilians were among those killed.59 In some cases, sources indicated that also 
Chinese workers were targeted by militants.60 
  
Some of the indicative incidents involving civilians are: 
 

• On 5 January 2026, the house of the Khyber district president of the Awami National 

Party (ANP) ‘was blown up with explosives’ by ‘terrorists’.61 

• On 21 February 2026, five civilians were reported killed and seven injured in the 

Chapri area of Tirah Valley, Khyber district, by mortar shells.62 

• On 17 February 2026, eight civilians were injured, and one child was killed during an 

attack by a suicide bomber on a checkpoint in the Bajaur district.63 International Crisis 

Group indicated that TTP was behind the attack.64 

• On 25 February 2026, a child and his father, a police officer, were shot dead by 

unidentified attackers in the Landikotal area of Khyber district.65 

• On 2 March 2026, at least four people were injured by mortar shells in a residential 

area in the Khyber district.66 

• On 11 March 2026, five people were killed and one child injured in the Khyber's Tirah 

valley after a mortar shell fell on their house.67 

 
The ongoing situation resulted in state-run schools to be closed indefinitely, including in the 
districts of Bajaur, Khyber, and Kurram.68 In Landi Kotal area of the Kyber District, the 
authorities declared an emergency situation, as reported on 9 March 2026.69 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
57 ACLED, Pakistan battles rising militancy that risks spreading beyond the frontiers, 11 December 2025, url  
58 Arab News, UN rights chief says 56 Afghan civilians killed since Pakistan conflict escalates, 6 March 2026, url  
59 Al Jazeera, Tens of thousands flee northwest Pakistan’s Tirah over fears, 28 January 2026, url  
60 Al Jazeera, More than a dozen killed in bomb blasts, gunfire in Pakistan’s northwest, 17 February 2026, url; 
France 24, At least 14 killed in spate of attacks in northwest Pakistan, 17 February 2026,   url  
61 SATP, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Timeline (Terrorist Activities)-2026, January 2026, 8 March 2026, url  
62 SATP, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Timeline (Terrorist Activities)-2026, February 2026, 8 March 2026, url  
63 AA, Child, 14 security personnel, 18 militants killed across Pakistan, 17 February 2026, url 
64 International Crisis Group, Crisis Watch, Pakistan, 1 December 2025-31 February 2026, url  
65 SATP, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Timeline (Terrorist Activities)-2026, February 2026, 8 March 2026, url  
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