
 

Poland 
National developments in 2025 

In 2025, Poland submitted its contingency plan to the EUAA as well as its national migration strategy to 
the European Commission. The government was in discussions with the European Commission on the 
allocation of additional funding through AMIF and the Integrated Border Management Fund to 
strengthen the asylum and migration system and better manage temporary protection, with 
approximately 1.5 million Ukrainian nationals currently living in the country.1  

Asylum requests lodged in Poland decreased compared to 2024,2 while remaining higher than in 
2023,3 with applications mainly submitted by Ukrainian, Belarusian and Russian nationals. The country 
also continued to host a high number of people with temporary protection.4 Against this backdrop, the 
European Commission found that Poland was facing a significant migratory situation in 2025 and was at 
risk of migratory pressure, including through the weaponisation of migration,5 leading to its exemption 
from the Solidarity Mechanism envisaged under the Pact for 2026. 

Adding to the buffer zone established on the Polish-Belarusian border since mid-2024,6 Poland enacted 
a provision in early 2025 allowing to temporarily suspend access to the asylum procedure at the border 
in cases of instrumentalisation of third-country nationals, with exceptions for vulnerable applicants such 
as unaccompanied minors, pregnant women and those with medical needs.7 This restriction, which 
raised concerns during the legislative process for several national bodies, civil society organisations 
and UNHCR,8 has been applied at the Polish-Belarusian border since March 2025.  

Deadlines for processing various residence permits and international protection procedures were 
suspended until March 2026 due to the migratory situation, precluding the possibility of lodging 
complaints for undue delays, an issue that had previously been subject to litigation.9 Poland also 
transposed Article 14(4) of the recast QD, incorporating the possibility to revoke refugee status for 
individuals deemed a threat to national security or convicted of a serious crime, and repealed a 
provision allowing for the full withdrawal of reception conditions for serious breaches of house rules.10 

Further amendments were introduced throughout the year to legislation. For example, detention 
capacity was expanded and measures were adopted to streamline return procedures, including 
allowing digital notifications and the automatic recognition of return decisions issued by other EU 
countries.11  

Temporary protection certificates were extended until 2027, while the lawful stay of Ukrainian citizens 
was prolonged until March 2027, alongside the introduction of a more stable residence status for 
individuals previously under temporary protection.12 At the same time, certain healthcare services13 and 
social benefits14 were restricted or subject to additional requirements for beneficiaries of temporary 
protection, while their right to collective accommodation was limited to only vulnerable applicants.15 
Support under the Act on Assistance to Ukrainian Citizens is being phased out throughout 2026.16 The 
“Together for Independence” project, which provides financial assistance to access the private housing 
market, was extended until June 2026.17 Poland noted that the phasing out of general assistance is part 
of a deliberate activation strategy aimed at transitioning beneficiaries from collective support to self-
sufficiency. The introduction of a stable residence status is supported by a new, streamlined digital 
application process designed to prevent administrative backlogs. In addition, authorities aim to balance 
the restriction of collective 
accommodation to vulnerable groups by 
extending targeted housing integration 
projects, with the aim that EU resources 
are used to support long-term inclusion 
within the private market. 
  

More input from civil society: 
• University of Warsaw, Centre of Migration Research 
• European Council on Refugees and Exiles 
• European Network on Statelessness 
• Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights | Helsińska Fundacja Praw 

Człowieka 
• Save the Children 

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/11_centre_of_migration_research_university_of_warsaw.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/19_european_council_on_refugees_and_exiles_ecre.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/21_european_network_on_statelessness.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/28_helsinki_foundation_for_human_rights.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/28_helsinki_foundation_for_human_rights.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/46_save_the_children.pdf
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Poland 
Key indicators for 2025 
 

 
 
 
For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2026 and the National Asylum 
Developments Database.  

  

https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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