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National developments in 2025

For the sixth consecutive year, the number of applications for international protection decreased.
Nevertheless, asylum and migration management continued to be prominent in public discussions and

policy.

Throughout 2025, the government met with Mediterranean and European counterparts to strengthen
cooperation in addressing irregular migration while ensuring protection for those in need; advocating
for a strategic approach for more secure EU borders; improving relations with countries of origin and

transit; and enhancing return procedures.’

Resources were allocated to align with measures in the Pact on Migration and Asylum. The International
Protection Agency (IPA) recruited additional staff and created two new units: a Flow Operations Unit to
optimise case processing and a Support and Corporate Unit to decentralise finance-related processes.
The application form for international protection was revised to align with Pact provisions, while
document management software and a case tracker management system were under development.
The IPA launched a new website, which includes more information on the agency and the asylum
procedure.

Amendments to the Immigration Appeals Board (IAB) Regulations established an additional division with
a full-time Chairperson.2 New procedural rules, including specific time limits to file submissions and for
the board to reach a decision, were also introduced to streamline appeal proceedings.® A further
amendment to legislation defined the categories of people for whom the AWAS must conduct an age
assessment as soon as possible.* The Ministry of Home Affairs, Security and Employment issued a call
for warranted lawyers to provide legal aid services at the appeals stage before the International
Protection Appeals Tribunal and the Immigration Appeals Board.®

The Prevention of Disease Ordinance, Article 13 was deleted and replaced by Legal Notice 183 of
2025° which can be used by the public health authorities and the Immigration Police to order the
detention of migrants who arrived on the territory in an irregular manner, including asylum seekers,
pending medical clearance. Earlier in the year, the Council of Europe’s CPT published a report on its
sixth periodic visit to Malta, which took place in September-October 2023. The committee reported
small improvements with conditions in the immigration detention system, but also described the overall
regime as ‘deeply punitive’ and called for the introduction of a daily programme with more activities and
access to outdoor spaces.” The Maltese authorities provided detailed responses to the observation of
the committee and expressed their commitment to safeguarding the minimum standards in the humane
and safe reception of migrants.2 Civil society organisations continued to express concerns about
detention and issues related to search and rescue.®

Both national authorities and civil society organisations launched campaigns to address exploitation
and mistreatment, combat xenophobia and racism, assist applicants and beneficiaries in accessing
rights and services, and fight against trafficking in human beings."

More input from civil society:
e European Council on Refugees and Exiles
e European Network on Statelessness


https://ipa.gov.mt/
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/19_european_council_on_refugees_and_exiles_ecre.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/21_european_network_on_statelessness.pdf
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Rank by number of
asylum applications
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Indicator 2025
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Asylum applications 401
First instance decisions 394
Pending cases (Dec '25) 41
Refugee status 73
Subsidiary protection 61
Negative 260
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2026 and the National Asylum

Developments Database.


https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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