
 

Lithuania 
National developments in 2025 

The Ministry of the Interior worked on a legislative proposal throughout 2025 to transpose 
provisions of the Pact into the Law on the Legal Status of Foreigners. The amendments were 
submitted to the government, but no draft law was published at the end of December 2025.1 
Based on the findings of the EAAMR, the European Commission determined that the country 
was at risk of migratory pressure due to the risk of hybrid threats linked to the weaponisation 
of migration.2 

As the number of asylum applications decreased compared to 2024, the Migration 
Department managed again to decide on cases within the 6-month time limit prescribed by 
national law and reduce the backlog of cases. This was achieved with the same number of 
staff as in 2024, as – despite funding being made available to increase staff and provide 
higher salaries in the previous year3 – there was high turnover. 

The new Reception and Integration Agency was established as a national-level institution in 
January 2025. The objective of the change is to strengthen the country’s operational capacity, 
centralise key functions and enhance the strategic planning. 4 The agency provides 
interpretation in reception and during the lodging of an application, as well as state-
guaranteed legal aid. The change means that since 2025, foreigners may also receive state-
guaranteed secondary legal aid, upon request, for proceedings before the Supreme 
Administrative Court, in accordance with the applicable legal framework. Under AMIF support 
of EUR 10 million,5 the Reception and Integration Agency launched a project to improve 
reception infrastructure.6 The authority noted that the project’s objective goes beyond 
structural upgrades, and it is considered to be the foundation for a resilient reception system 
that can quickly adapt to changing circumstances.7 

A state of emergency was maintained along the border with Belarus due to the risk of an 
instrumentalisation of migrants, and several temporary restrictions were introduced at various 
border checkpoints. The Migration Department underlined that asylum applications continued 
to be registered within the territory and safeguards for vulnerable persons remained in place. 
The Lithuanian Red Cross observed that the restrictions may prevent potential applicants, 
especially from Belarus and Russia, to express their wish to apply for international protection.8 
A case was pending in front of the ECtHR concerning alleged pushbacks that happened at the 
Belarusian border in 2022.9 Following a judgment by the CJEU in 202210 and the Lithuanian 
Constitutional Court in 202311 that the automatic detention of migrants who crossed the 
border illegally was not compatible with EU law and was unconstitutional, a group of asylum 
seekers who were detained based on this policy filed a class action with the Supreme 
Administrative Court for compensation for non-pecuniary damages, which was admitted by the 
court and was pending a ruling.12 

 
  

More input from civil society: 
• European Network on Statelessness  
• Lithuanian Red Cross Society | Lietuvos Raudonojo Kryziaus 

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/21_european_network_on_statelessness.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/31_lithuanian_red_cross.pdf
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2026 and the National Asylum 
Developments Database.  

  

https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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