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Throughout 2025, Latvia worked on a new draft of the Asylum Law to include provisions of
the Pact on Migration and Asylum. In November 2025, the Ministry of the Interior began
consultations with other ministries involved in the national implementation plan, concluding
that significant changes to asylum and reception institutions were not needed. Areas where
changes were anticipated were the border procedure, combining rejected claims with the
return procedure, and changes to reception and time limits. Latvia was determined to be at
risk of migratory pressure due to hybrid threats linked to the weaponisation of migration.’

Building an advanced border infrastructure remained a priority, as the country experienced
higher pressure from unauthorised border crossings, particularly along the Latvian-Belarusian
border.? There were reports by the UN and various NGOs about restricted access to the
asylum procedure, pushbacks and possible ill treatment at the Latvian-Belarusian border.?
Meanwhile, following visits to the Daugavpils Detained Foreigners’ Accommodation Centre
and the Latvian-Belarusian border, the Ombudsperson reported generally humane and rights-
compliant conditions, while highlighting the need to strengthen border guard staff and
infrastructure.*

Several developments focused on content of protection, particularly on integration measures
for displaced Ukrainians. Implemented by the government, UNHCR and various NGOs, these
initiatives provided more support in education, employment, language learning and cultural
orientation.® The Ministry of the Interior reported that over 36,000 Ukrainians were registered
with the State Employment Agency, with around 18,000 successfully securing a job.®

Targeted measures were implemented to prevent human trafficking in the country. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs organised a working meeting on the identification and prevention of
trafficking in human beings, victim rehabilitation services, public awareness activities and
specialist training.” The NGO Patvérums implemented the Sustainable Growth: Strengthening
the Operations and Capacity project, which aims to contribute to a long-term understanding of
human trafficking risks and to strengthen victim support.®

More input from civil society:
e | wantto help refugees | Gribu palidzét bégliem


https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/15_cso_i_want_to_help_refugees.pdf
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Top 3 countries of origin

Somalia (19%), Afghanistan (10%), Tajikistan (9%)

Afghanistan (18%), Somalia (14%), Sudan (8%)

Tajikistan (22%), Afghanistan (16%), Russia (7%)

Belarus (38%), Russia (30%), Afghanistan (24%)

Afghanistan (69%), Syria (10%), Eritrea (6%)

Tajikistan (31%), Somalia (8%), Sudan {6%)
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2026 and the National Asylum

Developments Database.


https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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