Denmark . -
National developments in 2025 . -

Legislative and policy developments reflected the need for targeted adjustments within the
asylum system. Major changes impacted the withdrawal of foreigners, residence rights in
general and returns, in line with Denmark’s restrictive immigration policy framework
implemented over the past years.'

The Aliens Act was aligned with CJEU judgment C-19/21, extending the right to appeal before
the Refugee Appels Board for unaccompanied minors in the Dublin procedure. The Danish
Immigration Office prepared guidance on the appeal time limits, right to appeal and legal aid
in the Dublin procedure in cooperation with the Danish Refugee Council and the Refugee
Appeals Board.

Following a decision by the Refugee Appeals Board, in July 2025 the Danish Immigration
Service resumed processing asylum claims submitted by Syrian nationals.? 3

The Special Law providing temporary residence permits to evacuees from Afghanistan was
repealed. As a result, all residence permits based on this law expired on 30 November 2025.
Beneficiaries were informed by the immigration service about options to apply for other types
of residence permits.*

Legislative amendments broadened the scope when a residence permit ends, including cases
when a person gives up residence in Denmark or leaves Denmark for more than 6 months (for
temporary residence permits) or 12 months (for permanent residence permits). Earlier, the
residence permit was ended only when a person took up residence in their home country or in
a third country considered to be safe for a return.®

The Repatriation Act was amended to extend the grounds for mandatory expulsion when a
foreigner is sentenced for a criminal act. Both custodial sentences and criminal convictions are
now covered, as well as suspended sentences, when the foreigner has resided less than

5 years in the country.

The Council of Europe’s Committee for the Prevention of Torture visited the administrative
detention centre in Ellebaek in 2024 and published its findings and recommendations in 2025.
The committee was concerned that the centre remained to have a prison-like design and
regime, despite it being a non-criminal detention centre. The Danish authorities committed to
operational improvements, including upgrade to the facilities, better staff training and more
consistent vulnerability training.®

More input from civil society:
e Danish Refugee Council
e European Network on Statelessness


https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/16_danish_refugee_council_drc.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/21_european_network_on_statelessness.pdf
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2026 and the National Asylum

Developments Database.


https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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