Cyprus

National developments in 2025

In 2025, there was a significant decrease in the number of applications for international protection in
Cyprus, largely due to the regime change in neighbouring Syria. Nonetheless, the country remained
among the top EU Member States for applications per capita and the European Commission
determined it to be under migratory pressure. Throughout the year, authorities focused on putting in
place the necessary legislative, administrative and practical arrangements for the implementation of the
Pact on Migration and Asylum.

To align national legislation with the legal instruments of the Pact, a new Refugee Law was put forth for
consultation," and the bill amending the Cyprus Refugee Law was adopted on 23 April 2026.2 To
address situations when beneficiaries of subsidiary protection are involved in serious crimes or pose a
threat to public order and security, targeted amendments to the Refugee Law were already adopted in
December 2025. For such cases, the Council of Ministers, the Deputy Ministry or the Head of the
Asylum Service may now revoke international protection after a 10-day objection deadline.®
Representatives from UNHCR, KISA and Cyprus Refugee Council noted that this time limit risked being
too short to allow applicants to prepare the objection and suggested to extend the deadline to 30
days.*

The Pournara First Reception Centre was upgraded to serve as a screening centre for the processes
foreseen in the Screening Regulation. Authorities also proceeded with the construction of a new
reception facility and predeparture centre at Limnes.® The competences for the reception of
unaccompanied children were transferred from the Deputy Ministry for Social Welfare to the Deputy
Ministry for Migration and International Protection and the Cypriot Asylum Service was designated to
manage the reception facilities for the unaccompanied minors. Responsibilities for registration were
divided between the Aliens and Immigration Units (AlU) of the police for asylum applications and CAS
for temporary protection.®

Reforms were also undertaken at the level of judicial institutions. Through an amendment to the Law on
the Establishment and Operation of the International Protection Administrative Court (IPAC), IPAC was
transferred under the administrative auspices of the Supreme Constitutional Court. Issues related to the
appointment of IPAC judges now fall under the remit of the Supreme Constitutional Judicial Council.
Appeals to decisions issued by IPAC are to be examined by the Administrative Court of Appeal.’

A much-discussed issue of past years concerned interceptions at sea and lack of access to territory.
Following the ECtHR judgment in M.A. and Z.R. in October 2024, the government submitted an action
report detailing measures to prevent pushbacks at sea and ensure access to international protection.®
Still, UNHCR?® and civil society organisations continued to raise concerns throughout 2025.

After a year-long suspension, the examination of cases by Syrian applicants partially resumed in

April 2025, with no cases awarding subsidiary protection status, and full resumption in February 2026.
In parallel, from June to August 2025, the government launched a voluntary return programme for
Syrian families who arrived before December 2024." The programme offered the father of the family
unit the possibility of remaining in Cyprus with a special work permit for up to 3 years, while providing
financial support to the wife and children to aid their return to and settlement in Syria. UNHCR
conducted research on the intention of Syrian applicants and found that almost one-half would be
interested in go-and-see visits to their home country but feared losing their status in Cyprus.” Only 2%
planned to permanently return to Syria in the next 12 months.®™

A National Strategy and an Action Plan for the integration of migrants was developed for 2026-2029."
The strategy comprises four strategic goals: socio-economic integration, awareness-raising for local and
migrant populations, equitable access to healthcare services, and the revision of relevant legal and
policy frameworks.™ Reflecting the Pact’s emphasis on effective integration policies, the initiative
replaces fragmented measures with a single,

structured system to achieve social cohesion,
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e European Network on Statelessness


https://caselaw.euaa.europa.eu/pages/viewcaselaw.aspx?CaseLawID=4577
https://e-consultation.gov.cy/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/National-Migrant-Integration-Strategy-ENGLISH-061225.pdf
https://e-consultation.gov.cy/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Action-Plan-Migrant-Integration-201125-FOR-E-PUBLIC-CONSULTATION.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/21_european_network_on_statelessness.pdf
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Key indicators for 2025
Rank by number of Rank per capita (applications Share of applications Recognition

asylum applications per 1M inhabitants) in EU+ rate

13 1 0.5% 8%
Indicator 2025 2024 % change Top 3 countries of origin
Asylum applications 4,357 9,201 Qb -53% Syria (25%), Nigeria (9%), Congo (DR) (8%)
Pending cases (Dec '25) 15,921 20,652 Qlf -23% Syria (72%), Afghanistan (6%), Congo (DR) (4%)
First instance decisions 8,591 13,242 Ql/f' -35% Syria (38%), Congo (DR} {17%), Nigeria (7%)
Refugee status 470 1,317 Qb -64% Palestine (23%), Iraq (16%), Afghanistan (12%)
Subsidiary protection 207 2,467 & -92% Somalia (29%), Ukraine (24%), Syria (19%)
Negative 7,914 9,458 -16% Syria (40%), Congo (DR} (18%), Nigeria (7%)

Evolution of asylum applications, 2024-2025

2,000
1,500
1,000

500

0
Jan 2024 Apr 2024 Jul 2024 Qct 2024 Jan 2025  Apr 2025 Jul 2025 Oct 2025

For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2026 and the National Asylum
Developments Database.


https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database

Sources

" Government of Cyprus. (8 July 2025). ©¢ua: Anuodoia AlaBoVAELON YIA TO VOLOOXESIO HE TITAO: «O TTEPI
MpoopLYwv Nopog tou 2025» [Public Consultation on the draft law entitled: “The Refugee Law of 2025”].

2 Nomoplatform (23 April 2026), O Tiepi MpooeULywv Nopog touv 2026 [Refugee Law of 2026].

3 NomoPlatform. (2025, December 5). Yriepnplon avabewpnong matciov 8ieBvolg mpoaotaoiag ano BouAr [Vote
in favor of the revision of the international protection framework by the Parliament]; Emionun Epnuepiéa tng
Anpokpariag | Official Gazette of the Republic of Cyprus. (19 December 2025). O mept Mpoopuywv
(TpomoroinTikog) Nopog tou 2025 skdidstal pe dnpooisuon otnv Emionun Eenuepida tng Kumplakng
Anpokpariag ocbupwva pe To Apdpo 52 tou Tuvtayuarocg [The Refugees (Amendment) Law of 2025 is published
in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Cyprus in accordance with Article 52 of the Constitution].

4 EkBeon NG KotvoBoLAeUTIKAG EMTpornG ECWTEPIKWY Yid TO VOHoOoXESLo «O Tiepi Mpoo@Uywv (TPOTTommoINTIKOC)
Nopog touv 2024» kat tnv TpdTacn vopou «O tiepi Mpoopuywv (TporormoinTikoc) (Ap. 4) Nopog tov 2022 [Report
of the Parliamentary Committee on Internal Affairs on the bill "The Refugees (Amendment) Law of 2024" and the
proposed law "The Refugees (Amendment) (No 4) Law of 2022"].

5 Government | KuBgpvnon. (2025, January 29). To kuBgpvnTikO TTAGVo Tou 2025 mou Trapovociace o Mpoedpog g
Anuokpariag [The government's plan for 2025 presented by the President of the Republic].

6 European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA). (2024, December). Operational Plan 2025-2026 agreed by the
European Union Agency for Asylum and the Republic of Cyprus.

7 NomoPlatform. (10 July 2025). O mepi tng Eikootng Mpwtng Tpormoroinong tou Zuvtdyuatog Nopog (Ap. 2) Tou
2025 [The Twenty-First Amendment to the Constitution Law (No 2) of 2025]; Yroupysio Aikaioobvng Kat Anuooiag
TdEswc | Ministry of Justice and Public Order. Metapp08uion Aikkaotnpiwv/ Evioxuon Tou SUoTARATOC ATTOVOUNG
™¢ Akaloouvng [MetappLBpion Aikaotnpiwv/ Evioxuon Tou Zuothpatog Armovounc TnG Alkatoobvngl.

8 Council of Europe, Department of Execution of Judgments of the European Court of Human Rights, 1545
meeting (December 2025). Action Report - Communication from Cyprus concerning the case of MA. and Z.R. v
Cyprus (16/09/2025).

® United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (18 March 2025). UNHCR concerned about reports of
pushbacks of Syrians.

' Council of Europe, Department of Execution of Judgments of the European Court of Human Rights,

1545" meeting (December 2025). Communication from an NGO (Cyprus Refugee Council) (27/10/2025).

" Asylum Service | Yrinpeoia AcbAou. (2025, May 29). New Voluntary Return Program for Syrian Nationals.

2 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (May 2025). UNHCR Cyprus Report — Intentions and
Perspectives of Refugees from Syria in Cyprus (2025).

'3 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (May 2025). UNHCR Cyprus Report — Intentions and
Perspectives of Refugees from Syria in Cyprus (2025).

4 European Commission. (17 December 2025). Cyprus: Public consultation on the national strategy and action plan
for migrant integration; Press and Information Office of the Republic of Cyprus | Fpageio TUMou kat MAnpo@opwv
¢ Kumplakig Anpokpariac. (2025, October 2). Mapéppaocn Tou YeuroupyolL Metavdoteuong kat AleBvoug
Mpootaoiag 8pog NikoAa A. lwawvidn oto Cyprus Forum 2025 pe 8gpa «MetavaoTeuTikr MoATiki: MPokANoELG,
PeaAlopog kat Mpoomtikeg yia tnv KOmpo kat tnv Evpwrins [Intervention of the Deputy Minister of Migration and
International Protection, Dr. Nicolas A. loannides, at the Cyprus Forum 2025 on "Migration Policy: Challenges,
Realism and Prospects for Cyprus and Europe"].

'S Deputy Ministry for Migration and International Protection | Y¢uroupysio Metavaoteuong kat Algbvolg
Mpootaoiac. (6 December 2025). National Migrant Integration Strategy 2025-2029.


https://e-consultation.gov.cy/diavouleuseis/%CE%BF-%CF%80%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%AF-%CF%80%CF%81%CE%BF%CF%83%CF%86%CF%8D%CE%B3%CF%89%CE%BD-%CE%BD%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%82-%CF%84%CE%BF%CF%85-2025
https://e-consultation.gov.cy/diavouleuseis/%CE%BF-%CF%80%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%AF-%CF%80%CF%81%CE%BF%CF%83%CF%86%CF%8D%CE%B3%CF%89%CE%BD-%CE%BD%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%82-%CF%84%CE%BF%CF%85-2025
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nomoplatform.cy%2Fbills%2Fo-peri-prosfygon-nomos-tou-2026%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAsylum.Report%40euaa.europa.eu%7C2919d091de2847cbf50c08dea51c9d9e%7Cd19e4243f4804af5889971f10798d806%7C0%7C0%7C639129739482820033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CRhrLE8UZ12YcqTVi5NQn%2FBygS7AXiagL5QIooTXbyE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nomoplatform.cy/yperpsifisi-proypologismon-nomos-gia-apelasi-aititon-asylou-pou-paranomoun-kai-kyrosi-tis-symfonias-oriothetisis-aoz-kyprou-livanou/
https://www.mof.gov.cy/mof/gpo/gazette.nsf/4DEF89B554E303EAC2258D6500230C80/$file/5067%2019%2012%202025%20PARART%CE%97MA%201o%20MEROS%20I.pdf
https://www.mof.gov.cy/mof/gpo/gazette.nsf/4DEF89B554E303EAC2258D6500230C80/$file/5067%2019%2012%202025%20PARART%CE%97MA%201o%20MEROS%20I.pdf
https://www.mof.gov.cy/mof/gpo/gazette.nsf/4DEF89B554E303EAC2258D6500230C80/$file/5067%2019%2012%202025%20PARART%CE%97MA%201o%20MEROS%20I.pdf
https://www.mof.gov.cy/mof/gpo/gazette.nsf/4DEF89B554E303EAC2258D6500230C80/$file/5067%2019%2012%202025%20PARART%CE%97MA%201o%20MEROS%20I.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nomoplatform.cy%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F12%2F21-22.-23.01.065.224-2024-23.02.063.168-2022-%25CE%2595%25CE%259A-%25CF%2580%25CE%25B5%25CF%2581%25CE%25AF-%25CE%25A0%25CF%2581%25CE%25BF%25CF%2583%25CF%2586%25CF%258D%25CE%25B3%25CF%2589%25CE%25BD.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nomoplatform.cy%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F12%2F21-22.-23.01.065.224-2024-23.02.063.168-2022-%25CE%2595%25CE%259A-%25CF%2580%25CE%25B5%25CF%2581%25CE%25AF-%25CE%25A0%25CF%2581%25CE%25BF%25CF%2583%25CF%2586%25CF%258D%25CE%25B3%25CF%2589%25CE%25BD.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.gov.cy/proedros-proedria/80-politikes-kai-metarrythmiseis-gia-tin-kypro-pou-allazei-to-kyvernitiko-plano-tou-2025-pou-parousiase-o-proedros-tis-dimokratias/
https://www.gov.cy/proedros-proedria/80-politikes-kai-metarrythmiseis-gia-tin-kypro-pou-allazei-to-kyvernitiko-plano-tou-2025-pou-parousiase-o-proedros-tis-dimokratias/
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUAA_Operational_Plan_to_Cyprus_2025-2026.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/EUAA_Operational_Plan_to_Cyprus_2025-2026.pdf
https://www.nomoplatform.cy/bills/o-peri-tis-eikostis-protis-tropopoiisis-tou-syntagmatos-nomos-ar-2-tou-2025/
https://www.nomoplatform.cy/bills/o-peri-tis-eikostis-protis-tropopoiisis-tou-syntagmatos-nomos-ar-2-tou-2025/
https://www.gov.cy/mjpo/tomeas-dikaiosynis/monada-nomikon-thematon/metarrythmisi-dikastirion-enischysi-toy-systimatos-aponomis-tis-dikaiosynis/
https://www.gov.cy/mjpo/tomeas-dikaiosynis/monada-nomikon-thematon/metarrythmisi-dikastirion-enischysi-toy-systimatos-aponomis-tis-dikaiosynis/
https://hudoc.exec.coe.int/?i=DH-DD(2025)1056E
https://hudoc.exec.coe.int/?i=DH-DD(2025)1056E
https://www.unhcr.org/cy/news/unhcr-concerned-about-reports-pushbacks-syrians
https://www.unhcr.org/cy/news/unhcr-concerned-about-reports-pushbacks-syrians
https://hudoc.exec.coe.int/eng?i=DH-DD(2025)1388E
https://www.mip.gov.cy/mip/asylum/asylumservice.nsf/All/01131EA50EA162BAC2258C99002932E9?OpenDocument
https://www.unhcr.org/cy/media/unhcr-cyprus-report-intentions-and-persectives-refugees-syria-cyprus-2025
https://www.unhcr.org/cy/media/unhcr-cyprus-report-intentions-and-persectives-refugees-syria-cyprus-2025
https://www.unhcr.org/cy/media/unhcr-cyprus-report-intentions-and-persectives-refugees-syria-cyprus-2025
https://www.unhcr.org/cy/media/unhcr-cyprus-report-intentions-and-persectives-refugees-syria-cyprus-2025
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/cyprus-public-consultation-national-strategy-and-action-plan-migrant-integration-2025-12-17_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/cyprus-public-consultation-national-strategy-and-action-plan-migrant-integration-2025-12-17_en
https://www.gov.cy/metanastefsi/paremvasi-tou-yfypourgou-metanastefsis-kai-diethnous-prostasias-dros-nikola-a-ioannidi-sto-cyprus-forum-2025-me-thema-metanasteftiki-politiki-prokliseis-realismos-kai-prooptikes-gia-tin-kypro/
https://www.gov.cy/metanastefsi/paremvasi-tou-yfypourgou-metanastefsis-kai-diethnous-prostasias-dros-nikola-a-ioannidi-sto-cyprus-forum-2025-me-thema-metanasteftiki-politiki-prokliseis-realismos-kai-prooptikes-gia-tin-kypro/
https://www.gov.cy/metanastefsi/paremvasi-tou-yfypourgou-metanastefsis-kai-diethnous-prostasias-dros-nikola-a-ioannidi-sto-cyprus-forum-2025-me-thema-metanasteftiki-politiki-prokliseis-realismos-kai-prooptikes-gia-tin-kypro/
https://e-consultation.gov.cy/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/National-Migrant-Integration-Strategy-ENGLISH-061225.pdf

	Cyprus
	Cyprus
	Sources

