Bulgaria
National developments in 2025 -

For the implementation of the Pact on Migration and Asylum, a proposal was submitted for a new law
on international protection, which gives more independence to SAR." The European Commission
determined the country to be at risk of migratory pressure and facing a significant migratory situation,
due to the high number of applications relative to its GDP and population, especially the high number of
applications by unaccompanied minors.? A new cooperation agreement was signed with the Bulgarian
Red Cross in the context of the operalisation of the Pact measures, covering areas of humanitarian aid,
psychosocial support, promotion of social integration, provision of information on health, and joint
actions in case of emergency situations related to migratory pressure and crisis.3

Bulgaria received funding from Switzerland to strengthen migration management, including the
digitalisation of the asylum procedure, the creation of an initial reception unit, improvement of the safe
zones for unaccompanied children and enhanced protection for applicants, especially children.? In
addition, SAR received EU funds through the TSI for the development of a modular case management
system.5 Discussions were ongoing with the Norwegian UDI on potential areas of cooperation, with a
focus on the role of interpreters in the asylum procedure.® An ongoing project aimed to create an
internal electronic COI platform, allowing case officers to send COI queries and store internal

COl documents.

Work on a reception strategy continued with support from the EUAA. Following the establishment of the
safe zone for unaccompanied children in the Harmanli Reception and Registration Centre in 2024 with
support from UNICEF and the Swiss SEM, the IOM took over the management of this child-friendly
space as part of an AMIF project running until 2029.7 A new pilot project was launched with EU funding
to create alternative social services for unaccompanied children, in partnership with the IOM, UNICEF
and four municipalities.? As part of the national implementation plan for the Pact, discussions started
with several actors (such as the EUAA, UNHCR, UNICEF Council of Europe, FRA and the European
Guardianship Network) to strengthen the guardianship system.® For the first time in 10 years, SAR
placed an unaccompanied minor applicant with a foster home." Nonetheless, civil society organisations
and UNHCR observed a continued need for significant improvements in reception conditions.™

CPT published its findings following an ad hoc visit to border police detention facilities and SAR’s
closed units, appreciating the cooperative approach of Bulgarian authorities but noting that conditions
in detention had not improved since the last visit.”? Following the end of the contract with the Migration
Directorate to provide premises for the operation of SAR’s closed units, these units were moved to the
transit centre in Pastrogor at the end of 2025.

UNHCR published the results of a participatory assessment conducted in 2024 among people with
temporary protection and beneficiaries of international protection, which gathered feedback on their
experiences with reception and procedures. The report underlines the need for improved
communication about existing services, such as the Compass Centres, and the need to further enhance
the availability of support services and their physical accessibility.™

SAR continued its resettlement project launched in September 2024 with AMIF funding™ and
completed a selection mission in Istanbul for the resettlement of up to 25 refugees.™

For people with temporary protection, the Council of Ministers adopted a programme for humanitarian
support and integration, focusing on support for long-term integration of displaced persons from
Ukraine."

More input from civil society:
e Centre for Legal Aid - Voice in Bulgaria | LleHTbp 3a npaBHa
nomoly — Mnac B bbarapusa


https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/8_center_for_legal_aid_voice_in_bulgaria.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2026-03/8_center_for_legal_aid_voice_in_bulgaria.pdf
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2026 and the National Asylum

Developments Database.


https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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