
 

Switzerland 
National developments in 2024 

A high number of applications over the past years have led to an increase in spending on asylum, which 
is expected to rise in the coming years particularly in the areas of social assistance and integration.1  

In May 2024, the Federal Council took note of a package of measures to reduce costs in the area of 
asylum and optimise available resources. The aim is to save around CHF 700 million by 2028 by 
reducing the number of pending cases, speeding up procedures and increasing the employment rate 
among beneficiaries of temporary protection from Ukraine. In parallel, 5 years after the restructuring of 
the asylum sector, the Confederation, the cantons, cities and municipalities have been working together 
on a comprehensive asylum strategy taking account of the lessons learned. Key objectives are the 
implementation of fast and fair asylum procedures, the dignified accommodation of people seeking 
protection, and the quick and systematic returns of people not entitled to protection.2 With regard to 
border management, eight authorities at various levels of the federalist system that are responsible for 
controlling the country's external Schengen borders drew up the new Integrated Border Management 
Strategy to increase efficiency and improve coordination.3 

At the beginning of 2024, the situation in the asylum centre in Chiasso, Ticino was critical due to the 
high occupancy rate and reported security concerns. To relieve the asylum workload and pressure in 
reception, the so-called 24-hour procedure, which had been tested on a small scale in Zurich, was 
extended to all regions.4 The aim of the procedure is to deal with asylum applications that have low 
chances of success in the shortest possible time. To achieve this, the essential steps of the procedure 
are carried out within 24 hours, including registration, fingerprinting, the first medical consultation, 
claimed grounds for protection or the Dublin interview, the application to other Dublin states and the 
decision in the Dublin procedure or asylum procedure.5 Civil society organisations remarked that the 
particularly short deadlines make it difficult for legal representatives to provide adequate assistance 
and support to the applicants.6 

Responding to concerns about security incidents and a growing feeling of insecurity among the 
population, the authorities held roundtable consultations with local stakeholders in different cantons 
and introduced measures, such as external patrols and mediation programmes, to increase security in 
and around reception facilities.7 In addition, efforts were made to improve security in reception facilities 
and address recidivism of repeat offenders among asylum applicants and beneficiaries.8 In 
October 2024, SEM announced that places in nine temporary reception facilities would be put on hold 
as the number of applications was lower than expected.9 

Efforts were made to further integrate foreigners, including refugees and beneficiaries of temporary 
protection from Ukraine, into the labour market through increased awareness among employers and 
jobseekers, the recognition of diplomas and the assessment of skills, and simplifying the process for 
temporary residence permit holders to change cantons for work-related purposes.10  

Switzerland continued contributing to the effective management of migration across Europe by 
providing assistance to certain EU Member States. The framework credit for migration amounts to CHF 
200 million. The partner states are selected on the basis of criteria that reflect the scale of migration 
pressure, the structural needs in the country and Switzerland's interests. Thematic areas that can be 
supported include asylum procedures, infrastructure, assisted voluntary returns and reintegration, and 
integration measures.11 

Throughout 2024, Switzerland undertook steps to implement its commitments in view of the Pact on 
Migration and Asylum by reviewing 
national legislation and identifying 
needed amendments, including 
through consultations with civil 
society and relevant stakeholders.12   

More input from civil society: 
• Asylex 
• Swiss Refugee Council | Schweizerische Flüchtlingshilfe | 

Organisation suisse d’aide aux réfugiés 

https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/4_asylex.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/53_swiss_refugee_council_osar.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/53_swiss_refugee_council_osar.pdf
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2025 and the National Asylum 
Developments Database.  

  

https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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