
 

Poland 
National developments in 2024 

Poland experienced a sharp increase in the number of asylum applications. During the year, a new 
migration strategy for 2025-20301 was adopted and legislation was drafted in response to threats of 
instrumentalisation of migration by introducing the possibility of a temporary and territorial suspension 
of the right to apply for asylum. A package of four draft laws was adopted by the Council of Ministers in 
December 2024, which includes amendments to the Act on Granting Protection to Foreigners. The draft 
laws introduce the possibility of temporarily limiting the right to lodge an asylum application except for 
vulnerable applicants (i.e. pregnant women, unaccompanied minors and people who require special 
treatment) and included additional grounds to withdraw refugee status.2 The legislation was adopted in 
February 2025 and entered into force in March 2025.3 

The situation at the border with Belarus remained a priority in 2024. While focusing on the continued 
recruitment for the Border Guard, Poland also introduced a buffer zone to prevent illegal entries, with a 
temporary ban on staying in a specific area adjacent to the border with Belarus.4 Civil society 
organisations reacted negatively to the regulation,5 while the Polish Commissioner for Human Rights 
highlighted aspects on which improvements were necessary.6 The Ministry of the Interior replied with 
the list of safeguards it implemented to ensure respect for human rights.7 As civil society organisations 
petitioned the Prime Minister, the topic of collective expulsions to Belarus became a prominent one.8  

In addition, in Sherov and Others v Poland, the ECtHR held that Poland carried out collective expulsions 
to Ukraine, failed to initiate a procedure at the border crossing to examine the applications for 
international protection of four Tajik nationals, did not examine whether Ukraine was safe for them, if 
they would have access to an effective asylum procedure or would be exposed to a risk of chain 
refoulement. The court noted that the expulsions were part of a wider policy of not receiving 
applications for asylum at the Polish-Ukrainian border and of returning those persons to Ukraine, in 
violation of domestic and international laws. Lastly, it held that Poland did not provide an effective 
remedy, as an appeal against a refusal of entry and a further appeal to the domestic administrative 
courts lacked an automatic suspensive effect.9 On the same topic, the Grand Chamber will decide in 
2025 the case of R.A. and Others v Poland concerning collective expulsions of Afghan nationals to 
Belarus.10 

The Office for Foreigners made information on the international protection procedure more readily 
available by opening a new hotline,11 launching a new mobile application in five languages12 and 
publishing an information brochure in seven languages. It also published a reminder on the website 
about downloading material to learn Polish.13 The organisation updated its policy on the protection of 
children against abuse in centres for foreigners run by the Office for Foreigners, following amendments 
to the Act on Counteracting Threats of Sexual Crime and Protection of Minors and the Family and 
Guardianship Code.14 

Poland continued to host a large group of beneficiaries of temporary protection from Ukraine. In July 
2024, changes related to their assistance made the payment of benefits contingent on compulsory 
schooling of children and ended benefits for costs borne by private homeowners hosting beneficiaries 
of temporary protection. In addition, 
the Ministry of the Interior and 
Administration launched the project 
“Together to Independence” which 
offers financial support and activities 
for integration, including career 
counselling, assistance in finding a 
job and Polish language courses.15 
Lastly, Polish courts clarified the 
rights of beneficiaries of temporary 
protection who have a disability.16  

More input from civil society: 
• European Council on Refugees and Exiles 
• European Network on Statelessness 
• Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights | Helsińska Fundacja 

Praw Człowieka 
• International Rescue Committee 
• Jesuit Refugee Service Europe 
• Kids in Need of Defence 
• Save the Children 
• University of Warsaw, Centre of Migration Research 

https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/20_european_council_on_refugees_and_exiles_ecre.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/21_european_network_on_statelessness.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/31_international_rescue_committee.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/33_jesuit_refugee_service_europe.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/34_kids_in_need_of_defence.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/45_save_the_children.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/10_centre_of_migration_research_university_of_warsaw.pdf
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2025 and the National Asylum 
Developments Database.  

  

https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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