
 

Malta 
National developments in 2024 

For a fifth year in a row, the number of applications for international protection lodged in Malta 
decreased (439), to the lowest since 2010. Nonetheless, asylum and migration continued being an 
important theme in public debates and policy discussions.  

The position of an Ambassador for Migration was established to enhance collaboration on issues of 
migration internationally, in particular with countries of origin. The ambassador is also responsible for 
formulating Malta’s positions at an EU level and coordinating among entities dealing with migration and 
asylum. 

Throughout 2024, Malta was vocal at the European level in highlighting the importance of effective 
border management, impeding irregular journeys and strengthening strategic cooperation with third 
countries, with an emphasis on returns and fighting smuggling networks.1 Collaborative efforts 
continued with Libya in law enforcement and sea rescues, with the aim of curbing organised crime, 
including human trafficking, in the Mediterranean.2 

At a technical level, legislative amendments were initiated to introduce changes in a number of areas, 
including the second instance authority having access to an applicant’s file in cases involving national 
security;3 medical examinations to determine the age of unaccompanied minors, after which if there are 
still doubts authorities assume minority;4 further clarification of the distinction between unfounded and 
manifestly unfounded applications;5 the expansion of the profiles of applicants that could potentially be 
subjected to detention;6 and the revocation, ending or refusal to renew subsidiary protection when 
there was misrepresentation or an omission of facts which were decisive for granting subsidiary 
protection.7 UNHCR in cooperation with the government created material for refugees and asylum 
seekers to ensure that applicants receive information in a language they understand.,8 The IPA issued a 
public tender to increase interpretation capacity.9  

Civil society organisations continued to voice concern about detention and search and rescue matters, 
publishing several statements and opinions throughout 2024.10 A number of UN Human Rights Treaty 
bodies identified and shared key areas for improvement with the Maltese authorities, including 
preventing arbitrary detention, adhering with the prohibition of refoulement, facilitating prompt search 
and rescue activities, ensuring safe and rapid disembarkations, and supporting humanitarian rescue 
operations.11 The government provided detailed replies to these observations, rebutting allegations of 
possible violations; expressing its strong commitment to upholding its international obligations; 
highlighting that in the past 20 years the country has hosted a significant community of refugees and 
beneficiaries of international protection when compared to the size of the population; and emphasising 
that, over the past years, Maltese authorities have contributed to the rescue of thousands of lives.12 In 
addition, they indicated that detention orders are not issued arbitrarily but following an individual 
assessment and are used as a last resort, after having established that other less coercive alternative 
measures cannot be applied effectively.13 

Relocations from Malta to other Member States continued through the Mechanism for Voluntary 
Solidarity in collaboration with the IOM and the EUAA.14  
  

More input from civil society: 
• aditus foundation 
• European Council on Refugees and Exiles 
• European Network on Statelessness 
• Jesuit Refugee Service Europe 

https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/1_aditus_foundation_0.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/20_european_council_on_refugees_and_exiles_ecre.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/21_european_network_on_statelessness.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/33_jesuit_refugee_service_europe.pdf
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2025 and the National Asylum 
Developments Database.  

  

https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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