
 

Lithuania 
National developments in 2024 

The implementation of legislative and policy changes continued in Lithuania in 2024, with the 
objective to make the asylum and reception systems more resilient following a surge in 
asylum applicants in previous years.  

The Migration Department obtained more funding to increase its staff and provide higher 
salaries for current employees as a measure to retain more colleagues and decrease high 
turnover.1 Nonetheless, the organisation remained understaffed in 2024, while the impact of 
the new measures is expected to be seen in the long term. 

The parliament approved an amendment to reorganise the reception system.2 To this end, 
restructuring started in 2024 so that the new Reception and Integration Agency could start its 
operations in January 2025.3 It was clarified that interpretation in reception and during the 
lodging of the application would be the responsibility of the new agency, while interpretation 
during the asylum interview remains the responsibility of the Migration Department. State-
guaranteed legal aid became the responsibility of the new agency, instead of the Migration 
Department.4 EUR 10 million of AMIF support was granted to improve the infrastructure of 
existing reception facilities and expand capacity with the involvement of municipalities.5 

With an important increase in asylum appeals cases,6 changes to the legal structure are 
expected to decrease pressure. One Regional Administrative Court was established in Vilnius, 
replacing regional administrative courts with branches across the country.7  

The Supreme Administrative Court ruled on legal uncertainties, for example, noting that a 
minor may automatically receive international protection without the need for an individual 
assessment when the parents had already been granted protection.8 It referred a question to 
the CJEU for a preliminary ruling on exclusion from international protection and the impact of 
a sentence already served or pardon or amnesty granted to the person.9 

The state of emergency was maintained along the border with Belarus, and based on the law 
amendment in 2023, border guards could return migrants crossing into Lithuanian territory 
irregularly.10 Litigation related to this practice was ongoing both at the national level11 and in 
front of the ECtHR.12 During a state of emergency, specific restrictions may be applied on the 
freedom of movement of migrants, and the Supreme Administrative Court clarified that 
restricting the freedom of movement within a reception facility should be considered as 
detention and not an alternative to detention.13  

Preparations for the implementation of the Pact have started with the establishment of an 
inter-agency working group, which will assess capacity, gaps and needs to implement the 
legislative package. 

 
  

More input from civil society: 
• Lithuanian Red Cross Society | Lietuvos Raudonojo Kryziaus 
• Refugee Council of Lithuania | Pabėgėlių Taryba 

https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/35_lithuanian_red_cross_society.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/42_refugee_council_of_lithuania.pdf
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2025 and the National Asylum 
Developments Database.  

  

https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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