Greece
National developments in 2024
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In 2024, Greece continued to experience pressure on its asylum and reception systems, receiving the
highest number of applicants for international protection (74,000) in 5 years and having the second-highest
number of applications per capita among EU+ countries (7,080 per 1 million inhabitants). With the Eastern
Mediterranean route experiencing an increase of 14% in the detection of irregular border-crossings,' border
management was a pressing issue.? At times effective access to territory and the asylum procedure was put
into question.® The ECtHR issued a number of decisions on cases from previous years when effective access
to territory was inhibited.* Disruptions in interpretation services both on the islands and in the mainland, as
well as a 2-month abstention from duties by lawyers under the state-funded legal aid scheme at the appeal
stage, caused delays in asylum procedures, overall affecting access to other services as well.®

Greece invested in the professional development of asylum and reception personnel, with almost

4,000 registered participants in EUAA training and over 350 trainees registered in sessions conducted by
the National Centre for Public Administration and Local Government. Efforts to improve reception conditions
continued, often in cooperation with civil society organisations.® The Reception and Identification Service
(RIS) issued guidance on the identification and management of cases of human trafficking, as well as the
management of cases of reception residents who seek employment or are already employed. At the same
time, concerns were voiced about sufficient reception conditions in some facilities, reportedly with certain
services being suspended for a short period of time, such as the provision of cash and transportation to
asylum offices and hospitals.’

With regard to the Dublin system, a substantial increase was noted in 2024 in both take back requests and
incoming information requests, which virtually doubled compared to the previous year. This was the result of
the CJEU ruling C-753/22, according to which Member States are not required to automatically recognise
refugee status granted in another Member State when the competent authority cannot reject the asylum
request as inadmissible of an applicant to whom another Member State granted protection. Instead, they
must carry out a new, individual, full and up-to-date examination of the case.

A number of initiatives were undertaken to increase access to information for applicants and beneficiaries,
including on accessing the public service system, enrolment in school, submission of tax returns, personal
hygiene and monthly budgeting.® Significant advances were reported in the area of child protection with the
launch of a new national guardianship system in 2024 and the adoption of harmonised procedures on best
interests which offer more individualised care to unaccompanied minors. Collaborative, multi-stakeholder
efforts aimed to improve the well-being of asylum-seeking and migrant children.® Some concerns in the area
of child protection were reported by civil society organisations, citing poor conditions in reception facilities,
while the ECtHR issued a number of decisions on incidents from past years when Greece was found in
violation of several articles of the European Convention in cases of unaccompanied minors and other
applicants with vulnerabilities (e.g. T.K. v Greece, A.l. v Greece, O.R. v Greece and W.S. v Greece).

Efforts were made in 2024 to improve care for persons with vulnerabilities, including establishing asylum
units for vulnerable groups in Attica and Thessaloniki." Significant resources were allocated to projects
facilitating the integration of refugees and migrants into the Greek society, including the establishment of as
Task Force on Integration following a proposal by the European Commission."? With regard to second
instance procedures, the setting and composition of the Independent Appeals Committees were reformed,
and additional resources were allocated to increase expertise among members in assessing international

protection cases.®
More input from civil society:
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e International Rescue Committee
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Key indicators for 2024
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Indicator 2024 2023 % change
Asylum applications 73,688 64,084 1} 15%
Pending cases (Dec '24) 26,623 29,885 & 1%
First instance decisions 55,392 40,181 ﬁ} 38%
Refugee status 39,303 24,332 % 62%
Subsidiary protection 296 590 Qb -50%

Negative 15793 15,259 => 3%

Evolution of asylum applications, 2023-2024
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2025 and the National Asylum

Developments Database.


https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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