
 

Estonia 
National developments in 2024 

A key priority remained the provision of temporary protection, with Estonia registering 
approximately 6,000 Ukrainian nationals in 2024.1 Efforts placed on their inclusion in previous 
years came to fruition in 2024, with more students transitioning from Ukrainian-taught classes 
to Estonian. And thus, the number of Ukrainian-language classes in schools were reduced for 
the 2024-2025 academic year.2 The IOM, UNHCR and other organisations continued to 
provide support to Ukrainian nationals through language training, employment assistance and 
mental health support.3 During his visit to Estonia, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
Filippo Grandi acknowledged the efforts of organisations working with refugees – such as the 
Estonian Refugee Council, Mondo and the Estonian Human Rights Centre – in addressing 
language barriers, providing counselling and community-based protection to better support 
the inclusion of refugees in Estonian society.4 

Programmes facilitating access to the labour market were also provided by civil society 
organisations. For instance, the Estonian Refugee Council, in partnership with the Labour 
Inspectorate, launched a programme to assist job-seeking refugees by providing training in 
job search strategies and fostering access to the labour market.5  

No legislative changes related to asylum and reception were undertaken during the year. 
However, national courts addressed the grounds for detention in asylum and return 
procedures, particularly with regard to the risk of absconding6 and detention based on a 
threat to national security. Additionally, the Supreme Court clarified the state legal fees which 
are provided to lawyers representing detained applicants in appeal procedures. 

In preparation for the implementation of the Pact on Migration and Asylum, Estonia is working 
on its National Implementation Plan. A key focus of the plan is capacity-building for border 
procedures, which is a new concept to be implemented in Estonia, as well as enhancing the 
reception system and exploring alternatives to detention. 
  

More input from civil society: 
• European Network on Statelessness 

https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/21_european_network_on_statelessness.pdf
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2025 and the National Asylum 
Developments Database.  

  

https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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