
 

Denmark 
National developments in 2024 

The number of applications decreased slightly in 2024, but due to the steady arrival of 
displaced persons from Ukraine, there was a rising demand for reception places and a new 
accommodation centre was opened in December 2024. Within the reception system, new 
operational agreements were signed and a booklet for staff was updated on the core 
responsibilities and services in accommodation centres.1 The Danish Immigration Service 
published a guidance document on addressing the specific needs of LGBTIQ applicants in 
reception.2 The Danish Refugee Council observed through its legal counselling services that 
more applicants had to wait longer for a decision on their case, which also extended their stay 
in reception.3 

In line with the initiatives of some other EU+ countries, the Danish Immigration Service (DIS) 
started to process asylum cases lodged by Ukrainian citizens who do not fall under the 
country’s Special Act. While no other major developments were highlighted in relation to the 
first instance asylum procedure, the COI Unit was active in 2024 and published several 
reports, for example on Ukraine,4 Syria,5 Ethiopia,6 the readmission of Palestinians into 
Algeria,7 and the security and human rights situation in the West Bank.8 

The Refugee Appeals Board issued landmark rulings related to countries of origin, for 
example stating that not every person in the province of Homs in Syria can be assumed to be 
at a real risk of treatment in violation of Article 3 of the ECHR.9 However, once the Assad 
regime fell, the processing of cases by Syrians was suspended due to the uncertain 
situation.10 In addition, the departure date for returns and decisions on extensions of 
residence permits were suspended for Syrians. 

The Refugee Appeals Board also delivered two important rulings on Dublin transfers to Italy, 
noting that under the current circumstances it is unlikely that DIS can obtain individual 
guarantees from the Italian authorities.11 

Amendments to the Aliens Act were adopted to better protect minors.12 This includes 
assigning a representative to a minor (both unaccompanied and accompanied) who is in a 
forced (religious or informal) marriage. The amendments also facilitate the allocation of a 
suitable reception place in specialised facilities for children requiring special support. 

In preparation for implementing the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum, a parliamentary 
resolution endorsed Denmark’s accession to certain legislative instruments, including the 
Eurodac Regulation, provisions of the AMMR and the Crisis and Force Majeure Regulation in 
June 2024,13 and the Screening Regulation and the Return Border Procedure Regulation in 
November 2024.14 However, decisions on accession to these pieces of legislation and 
implementation of certain measures were still pending. The government introduced a new 
strategy to strengthen external border management by deploying advanced IT systems, 
reducing border-crossing points and implementing the Screening Regulation.15  

 
  

More input from civil society: 
• Danish Refugee Council 

https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/16_danish_refugee_council.pdf
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2025 and the National Asylum 
Developments Database.  

  

https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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