
 

Cyprus 
National developments in 2024 

A Deputy Ministry for Migration and International Protection was established in June 2024 so 
that competences related to migration and asylum are under a single institution.1 

The upgrade of the Pournara First Reception Centre continued throughout 2024. It is 
expected to be completed by the third quarter of 2025.2  

Throughout the year, discussions centred around the external dimension of migration , for 
example by providing support to neighbouring third countries, such as Lebanon, which host 
large numbers of migrants to enhance their infrastructure for the reception of migrants. During 
a ministerial meeting with seven other Member States, the possibility of reassessing certain 
areas of Syria as safe was discussed.3 In parallel, there was an increased number of arrivals by 
sea in the first half of 2024.4 As a result, in April 2024 the Ministry of the Interior announced 
that the examination of cases by Syrian applicants was suspended.5  

Several clarifications were announced about the decree which changed the right to access 
the labour market for asylum seekers from 1 month to 9 months. Possible sanctions and more 
stringent labour inspections were also explained.6  

For months, several migrants remained stranded in the buffer zone along the Green Line.7 The 
Council of Europe’s Commissioner for Human Rights raised concerns about their precarious 
living conditions and allegations of unnecessary use of force by law enforcement agents. The 
commissioner reminded that Cyprus’ obligations under international refugee and human rights 
law also apply in the buffer zone and called on the authorities to ensure effective access to 
the asylum procedure and adequate reception conditions.8 All migrants were eventually 
admitted to the areas under the effective control of the government of the Republic of Cyprus. 

The ECtHR ruled for the first time against Cyprus on refoulement and the expulsion of 
foreigners in M.A. and Z.R. (No 39090/20).9 National courts continued to rule on the need to 
identify and consider vulnerabilities throughout the asylum procedure.10  

A legislative proposal on the procedure for granting legal aid for appeals before the 
International Protection Administrative Court (IPAC) was adopted and entered into force in 
December 2024.11 Legal aid to beneficiaries of international protection and illegally-staying, 
third-country nationals will only be granted if the appeal is filed within the deadlines. In 
addition, legal aid representatives will now be appointed based on a directory of the Cyprus 
Bar Association.12  

To prepare for the implementation of the Pact on Asylum and Migration, a bottom-up 
approach was established whereby small groups work on different building blocks of the 
National Implementation Plan. Coordination of the work of the groups is carried out at a 
central level by the Ministry of the Interior in cooperation with the Deputy Minister for 
Migration and International Protection. 

 
  

More input from civil society: 
• European Council on Refugees and Exiles 
• European Network on Statelessness 

https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/20_european_council_on_refugees_and_exiles_ecre.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-02/21_european_network_on_statelessness.pdf
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For more developments, please consult the Asylum Report 2025 and the National Asylum 
Developments Database.  

  

https://euaa.europa.eu/asylum-knowledge/asylum-report
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
https://euaa.europa.eu/national-asylum-developments-database
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