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2.16.2. Conflict dynamics and tactics

In July and August 2025, Dabanga reported incursions of Ethiopian militia into Gedaref territory,
leading to incidents of looting.1221 Tensions between Sudan and Ethiopia in the wake of a drone
strike on Khartoum airport in which the SAF reportedly saw Ethiopian involvement led to
additional SAF deployment in East Qalabat, Basunda and Al-Fashaga localities in May 2026.1222
In August 2026, fighting between the Ethiopian military and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) in western Tigray near the border with Gedaref state reportedly prompted the SAF to
raise their military readiness in the area among concerns about possible spillover across the
border and disruptions to the vital agricultural sector.1223
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