
2.1.5. FARC Dissidents

FARC dissident factions that rejected the 2016 peace agreement492 have continued operating
from former FARC strongholds inside Venezuela, using Venezuelan territory to evade Colombian
security forces and remain active in illicit economies such as drug trafficking, illegal mining,493
 and extortion.494 Segunda Marquetalia maintains its base of operations in Apure state; the
Acacio Medina Front, which is allied to Segunda Marquetalia, operates along the Orinoco River
and in Amazonas state; the 33rd Front, which is part of the General Staff of Blocks and Front
(EMBF, Estado Mayor de Bloques y Frentes), is active in Catatumbo on the Colombian side and in
Zulia state; and the Estado Mayor Central (EMC) also maintains a presence in Apure.495

However, sustained military operations by Venezuelan state security forces since 2021,
combined with the territorial expansion of the ELN,496 have weakened these dissident
structures.497 Several top commanders were killed, prompting many fronts to withdraw or
significantly reduce their presence in Venezuela.498 In August 2025, the ELN ambushed and
killed a commander of Segunda Marquetalia on the Venezuelan side of the border,499 further
diminishing the group’s influence in Apure and Amazonas.500 Segunda Marquetalia has
nonetheless expanded its presence in Amazonas by recruiting local residents and tightening
territorial control through extortion, including demanding gold from miners and pressuring
Indigenous communities to grant access to their lands.501 In Amazonas, the group has long
cooperated with the ELN, establishing non‑aggression pacts, dividing territory and mining sites,
and jointly overseeing operations.502 Both organisations impose strict control, extort miners
and businesses, and enforce harsh forms of justice, including summary executions.503 In
Amazonas, dissident commander Jhon 40 was reportedly permitted to operate a mine and sold
gold to state forces at a fixed price below market value.504

Although FARC dissident groups vowed to 'resist' following the US capture of Maduro, members
reportedly began retreating toward the border region as a precautionary response to the shifting
political and security environment.505
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