
1.3. Political landscape

1.3.1. Branches of Power

The Venezuelan Constitution outlines the five branches of power as follows:

Executive Power, led by the President, who is the Head of State, the Executive Vice-President,
and the Ministers;

Legislative Power, in the National Assembly (Asamblea Nacional, AN);

Judicial Power, consisting of the Supreme Justice Tribunal (TSJ, Tribunal Supremo de Justicia), the
national court system, the Office of Public Prosecutions (Ministerio Público), the Public
Defender’s Office (Defensoría Pública), criminal-investigation organs, and the penitentiary
system;

Citizen Power, consisting of the Office of the Ombudsperson (Defensoría del Pueblo), the Public
Ministry (Ministerio Público), and the Office of the General Comptroller (CGR, Contraloría General
de la República); and

Electoral Power, led by the National Electoral Council (CNE, Consejo Nacional Electoral).67

The President of Venezuela is elected for a six‑year term and may be re‑elected indefinitely.68
 Until 3 January 2026, when the US launched a military operation in Venezuela, the presidency
was held by Nicolás Maduro, first elected in 2013,69 with Delcy Rodríguez serving as
Vice‑President following her appointment by Maduro in June 2018.70 Maduro’s presidency was
considered illegitimate by the opposition and the international community after allegations of
widespread fraud during the presidential elections of 28 July 2024.71 The National Assembly
consists of 277 members,72 elected for five‑year terms, with the possibility of indefinite
re‑election.73 TSJ judges are nominated by federal employees and later ratified by the National
Assembly,74 serving 12-year terms.75 The Public Ministry, headed by the Attorney General, is
responsible for the administration of justice, including the investigation and prosecution of
criminal cases.76

Sources indicated that, although the separation of powers is formally enshrined in the
Constitution, it is effectively absent in practice; the system of checks and balances is described
as non‑functional, with the branches of public power operating as extensions of the executive
branch.77 The National Assembly, dominated by the ruling party, is widely characterised as a



'rubber‑stamp' body that rapidly approves legislation aimed at consolidating state control.78
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