
2.13.7. Conflict-induced displacement and
return

The abovementioned July 2025 escalation of violence in Sweida governorate reportedly led to
the displacement of thousands of civilians inside the governorate1300 and to other
governorates,1301 including Dar’a and Rural Damascus,1302 particularly of Bedouin people.
1303 In late March 2026, the UNCOI reported that approximately 155 000 of overall around
200 0000 people displaced by the escalation, primarily from burned Druze villages, were still
unable to return. Furthermore, the UNCOI noted that almost the entire Bedouin population
remained forcibly displaced, many still residing in inadequate shelters.1304

IOM’s population movements assessments in Syria, which started as of February 2025, show
that there was an increase in Sweida’s IDP population between February 2025 (around 26 000
out of a total population of approximately 439 000, 6 %)1305 and April 2026 (around 101 000
out of a total population of approximately 480 000, 21 %).1306

UNHCR further estimated that, as of 21 May 2026, around 15 000 individuals had returned to
locations in Sweida governorate from internal displacement since December 20241307 and
around 4 000 had returned to the governorate from abroad within the same period.1308
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