
2.9.6. Conflict-related infrastructure
damage and explosive remnants of war

According to a map in a joint assessment by UNHCR, REACH and the Shelter Cluster conducted
in the last quarter of 2025, the most frequently reported cause of housing damage in the
subdistricts of Deir Ez-Zor governorate was conflict.990 10% of the assessed communities in
Deir Ez-Zor governorate stated that over half of the damaged homes required full
reconstruction.991 According to UNDP, as of end of January 2026, all main bridges over the
Euphrates required repair.992 Oil infrastructure was reportedly damaged during the reference
period.993 The electricity system was damaged, resulting in frequent power outages. Damage
affected irrigation supply lines, and around 25 communities had no access to the public
electricity grid, as of end of January 2026. Major irrigation systems and mills needed
rehabilitation. Health services were restricted because some primary health care centres were
partially damaged and there were shortages of medical staff, although services were slowly
restarting, as of end of January 2026.994 As of March 2026, some public health facilities in rural
locations were either closed or operating with limited capacity.995 As of end of January 2026,
education was severely affected, amongst others by widespread damage to schools.996

According to several international organisations and NGOs, Deir Ez-Zor remained among the
Syrian governorates most affected by contamination from explosive remnants of war (ERW) and
by related incidents.997 ERW and UXO contamination continued to create serious risks along
urban outskirts, agricultural land, and debris-covered areas.998 As of January 2026, 51 % of key
informants in an IOM assessment monitoring return movements and conditions for reintegration
999 reported the presence of mines or unexploded ordnance. The same share reported that no
demining activities were ongoing.1000 In the first quarter of 2026, Deir Ez-Zor remained among
the governorates most affected by explosive ordnance incidents.1001 Several UXO incidents
were reported, for example between March and May 2026.1002 According to the National Mine
Action Centre, cited by the New Arab, between the fall of Bashar Al-Assad on 8 December 2024
and mid-January 2026, 189 such incidents were recorded in Deir ez-Zor, resulting in 135 deaths
and 208 injuries. This represented the highest number of recorded incidents in Syria.1003 SNHR
likewise reported that Deir Ez-Zor recorded the highest number of landmine victims between
8 December 2024 and April 2026, with 74 victims, accounting for 23.34 % of the total.1004
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marked as ‘no consensus’ on the most frequently reported cause.
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