2.1.6. Conflict-related infrastructure
damage and explosive remnants of war

At the end of March 2026, Syria’s Ministry of Local Administration and Environment in
cooperation with the United Nations Human Settlements Program (UN-Habitat), published an
assessment of damage in Aleppo governorate from the previous years of conflict. According to
the publication, within the health sector, three of the governorate’s hospitals had been
completely destroyed or severely damaged. Among clinics, 31 had been completely destroyed
or severely damaged and a further 39 moderately damaged. In the education sector, more than
440 schools had been either completely destroyed or severely damaged, while more than 1 000
had sustained moderate or light damage. The publication further indicated that nearly 50 000
residential units had been either completely destroyed or severely damaged, and almost

150 000 had been moderately or lightly damaged.498

UNOCHA reported that the January 2026 fighting between the Syrian army and the SDF in the
neighbourhoods of Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafiyeh rendered four hospitals inoperative.499 A
number of primary health centres and a minimum of three schools were damaged. Destruction
to infrastructure networks and residential buildings, 21 % of which had already been damaged
prior to the escalation, increased further. Sewage and water networks were also reported to
have sustained severe damaged.500 In mid-January, UNICEF similarly confirmed damage to
water infrastructure in the two neighbourhoods and assessed that at least 21 schools required
rehabilitation.501

At the end of January, war-related damage to the Tishreen Dam continued to cause power cuts
in the city of Ain al-Arab,502 while at the beginning of February, the dam had been reconnected
to the Syrian electricity grid for the first time after a year-long shutdown.503 In March, it was
reported that factions affiliated with the transitional government had destroyed civilian property
in villages in the Ain al-Arab countryside, including houses, and had damaged local
infrastructure.504

According to several international organisations and NGOs, Aleppo remained among the Syrian
governorates most affected by contamination from explosive remnants of war (ERW) and by
related incidents.505 The risk was reported to be particularly acute in rural parts of the
governorate.506 In November 2025, an estimated one third of farmland in the rural areas of
Aleppo and Idlib was contaminated to varying degrees, making these areas among the most
dangerous in Syria because of the risk of accidental explosions.507 During the reporting period,
SOHR reported several incidents in Aleppo governorate in which civilians were killed or injured
by explosions caused by war remnants.508 According to the National Mine Action Centre,
between the fall of Bashar al-Assad on 8 December 2024 and mid-January 2026, 151 such



incidents were recorded in Aleppo, resulting in 104 deaths and 175 injuries. This represented the
third highest number of recorded incidents in Syria after Deir Ez-Zor and Idlib governorates.509
SNHR reported that Aleppo recorded the second highest number of landmine victims between

8 December 2024 and April 2026, with 60 victims, accounting for 18.93 % of the total.510 At the
end of January 2026, the Ministry of Emergency and Disaster Management warned residents,
inter alia, not to enter or return to the areas surrounding the Tishreen Dam in the Aleppo
countryside until these areas had been fully secured by the ministry’s specialised teams.511

. 498

Ministry of Local Administration and Environment, g6 lJlbLe |Jezdss sldosss wogv,
lJeds, Jteles Jodsse luol, prlwlbs o, [Ministry of Local Administration and
Environment published report, Final assessment of damages in Aleppo Governorate], 30
March 2026, url

. 499

UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: Flash Update No. 1 - Escalation of violence in Aleppo (as of
07 January 2026), 7 January 2026, url, p. 2; UNOCHA, Syrian Arab Republic: Flash Update
No. 3 - Clashes in Aleppo (as of 10 January 2026), 10 January 2026, url, p. 2

500

UNDP, Flash Update, Restoration of Basic Services and Job Creation through Cash-for-Work
in conflict-hit areas of Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafieh in Aleppo City, 12 January 2026, url,
pp. 4-5

e 501

UNICEF, Syrian Arab Republic: Humanitarian Flash Update #2, Escalation of Violence in
Aleppo Governorate and impacts in North-East Syria, 15 January 2026, url, p. 1

* 502

National (The), ‘What ceasefire?’: Kobani residents face siege and shortages as flimsy Syria
truce holds, 28 January 2026, url

» 503

D24, Reconnecting Tishreen Dam to the Syrian electricity grid after a year of shutdown, 2
February 2026, url

. 504

SOHR, After having looted civilian properties in tens of villages | Turkish-backed factions
dismantle Lafarge plant in Kobani countryside, 4 March 2026, url; ANHA, Interim Govt
factions loot, destroy civilian property in Kobani countryside, 11 March 2026, url

* 505


https://molae.gov.sy/news/%d9%88%d8%b2%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a5%d8%af%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%ad%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a8%d9%8a%d8%a6%d8%a9-%d8%aa%d9%86%d8%b4%d8%b1-%d8%a7%d9%84/
https://www.unocha.org/attachments/37b1c2c2-3140-4e9f-b159-768edfa91fff/260107_escalation%20of%20violence%20in%20Aleppo_Flash%20Update%20No.1%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/attachments/d5d40720-0ea2-4421-b11e-e7ee4248779a/260110_Clashes%20in%20Aleppo_Flash%20Update%20No.3.pdf
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2026-01/undp-sy-flashupdate-urgentneeds-earlyrecoverypriorities-sheikhmaqsoud-ashrafieh-aleppo.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/177976/file/Syrian-Arab-Republic-Humanitarian-Flash-Update-No.2-(Escalation-of-Violence-in-Aleppo),-15-January-2026.pdf.pdf
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/mena/2026/01/28/what-ceasefire-kobani-residents-face-siege-and-shortages-as-flimsy-syria-truce-holds/
https://deirezzor24.net/en/reconnecting-tishreen-dam-to-the-syrian-electricity-grid-after-a-year-of-shutdown/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/378764/
https://hawarnews.com/en/interim-govt-factions-loot-destroy-civilian-property-in-kobani-countryside

UNHCR, Syria Protection and Reintegration Insights. January - March 2026, 28 April 2026,
url, p. 14; UNMAS, Syria, last updated 10 June 2026, url; SARD, UXO Challenge in Syria and
Awareness Campaign, 5 March 2026, url; Handicap International, Landminen in Syrien
[Landmines in Syria], last updated 16 March 2026, url; Mine Action AoR, Syria, 2025 - A
Year in Review, Situation Update No.6, 8 December 2025, url, p. 2

506

Health Cluster and WHO, Syria: Health Sector Bulletin - January 2026, 1 April 2026, url, p.
2; Mine Action AoR, Syria, Situation Update No. 5, 15 October 2025, url, p. 4

« 507

New Arab (The), 'Every step is a confrontation with death': On the frontlines with Syrian
women clearing landmines to reclaim their homeland, 18 November 2025, url

508

SOHR, Old ordnance | Civilian killed and other injured in explosion of war remnants in
Aleppo, 11 March 2026, url; SOHR, OIld ordnance | Two new victims of explosion of
landmines monitored in Aleppo, 27 March 2026, url; SOHR, Old ordnance | Two young men
killed in eastern Aleppo countryside, 31 March 2026, url; SOHR, Old ordnance | Young man
killed in landmine explosion in Aleppo, 7 April 2026, url

* 509

New Arab (The), Every step could be their last as Syrian children navigate mine-
contaminated land, 7 April 2026, url

e 510

SNHR, On the International Day for Mine Awareness: Documenting the deaths of at least
3,799 civilians from landmines and cluster munitions in Syria, March 2011 - April 2026, 4
April 2026, url, p. 8

e 511

Enab Baladi, Explosive remnants of war threaten civilians after SDF withdrawal, Emergency
Ministry warns, 28 January 2026, url

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu



https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/122228
https://www.unmas.org/en/syria
https://www.sardngo.org/blog/uxo-challenge
https://www.landmine.de/landminen-weltweit/landminen-in-syrien/
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/c8f2e60c-69da-44e9-a27d-05cab666b239/Syria%20Mine%20Action%20AoR%20Situation%20Update%20No.6-A%20YEAR%20IN%20REVIEW.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/a6dcc2a4-4ee8-4c27-9b36-6cf7d34cf88a/Health%20Sector%20Bulletin%20-%20%20January%202026.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/241e685e-12c7-4fde-8152-9fb47f22f91b/Syria%20Mine%20Action%20AoR%20SitRep%20No.5.pdf
https://www.newarab.com/features/syrian-women-brave-landmine-clearance-save-their-homeland
https://www.syriahr.com/en/379241/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/380087/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/380255/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/380632/
https://www.newarab.com/features/syrian-children-face-deadly-legacy-mine-contaminated-land
https://snhr.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/R260403E.pdf
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2026/01/explosive-remnants-of-war-threaten-civilians-after-sdf-withdrawal-emergency-ministry-warns/
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

