1.3.3. Turkiye

Tarkiye’s military presence in Syria was established in 2016.289 Sources varyingly estimated
that there were some 10 000290 or 20 000 Turkish troops in Syria,291 based in the country’s
north, including around Afrin, Ras Al-Ain and Tell Abyad.292 The Turkish parliament in October
2025 approved a three-year extension of military deployments in the country.293 In February
2026, the Turkish government acknowledged its active military support for the Syrian
transitional government’s offensive against the SDF (deemed a ‘terrorist’-linked organisation by
Turkish officials) and emphasised that Turkish forces would not withdraw from Syria in the
foreseeable future, invoking national security concerns.294
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