2.9.3. Honour-based violence

Since the fall of the Assad regime, ‘honour’-based violence against women has reportedly
continued to occur.824 According to confidential sources interviewed by the Netherlands
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in September 2025, ‘honour’-based violence ‘was a major taboo’ in
Syria, and no definite figures were available on its scale or geographical distribution.825 In
2025, several incidents of ‘honour’ killings were reported across various regions including
Aleppo and Sweida governorates,826 with some gaining visibility or being broadcasted on social
media.827 ‘Honour’-related crimes remain underreported, with victims often refraining from
reporting incidents due to fear of retaliation and social stigma.828

In practice, ‘honour’-based violence is often not prosecuted.829 In June 2025, the Syrian Higher
Fatwa Council issued a formal religious ruling (fatwa) prohibiting extrajudicial retaliation and
revenge killings, including ‘honour’-based violence.830 However, by then, the transitional
government had not enacted legislative measures or issued official statements condemning
‘honour’ related crimes.831
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