2.4.2. Arrests of individuals with perceived
affiliation to ISIL in SDF-controlled areas

Following the January 2026 loss of territorial control and agreement to integrate into state
institutions, there have been scarce reports of SDF carrying out arrests of ISIL suspects407 or
persons it accused of being affiliated with ISIL. The U.S. special envoy to Syria declared in
January 2026 that SDF’s role in fighting ISIL has ended.408

Throughout 2025 there were reports of SDF and affiliated armed groups arresting individuals
under the pretext of affiliation to ISIL.409 While the SDF states that its security operations and
arrests target ISIL affiliates, criminal networks, and other actors threatening local security, some
residents have criticised charges of ISIL affiliation used by SDF as ‘a ready-made accusation that
can be pinned on anyone’ which has been applied against critics and opponents of the group.
410 In a 2024 report, Amnesty International stated that accusations of ISIL affiliation have been
used by the DAANES and SDF to intimidate and silence perceived opponents and by individuals
seeking revenge in personal or clan disputes. It further noted that false allegations of ISIL
affiliations have at times been employed by officials at different levels within the DAANES.411
According to Amnesty International, since the system in SDF-controlled areas lacked fair trial
guarantees, including access to defence lawyers and protection from ill treatment, accusations
of ISIL affiliation could result in prolonged arbitrary detention for years 412 Source reporting
often does not provide clarity or information regarding the charges brought against arrested ISIL
suspects, as well as their treatment in detention and the judicial proceedings against them.
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