1.5. Checkpoints and road security in
Somalia

Al-Shabaab continues to occupy major supply routes across South-Central Somalia.208 During
its advances in 2025, the group set up new checkpoints in the outskirts of Mogadishu,209
notably along the Balcad-Mogadishu (north of the capital) and the Afgooye-Mogadishu road
(north-west of the capital).210 As Al-Shabaab advanced to coastal areas northeast of Mogadishu
in December 2025/January 2026, it allegedly restricted transit on a stretch of the coastal road
running from the Mogadishu to Warsheikh and severed lines of communication between two
district centres. By recapturing Nuur Dugle town, it further cut the main road linking Mogadishu
with coastal areas of Middle Shabelle and Galgaduud.211 Meanwhile, a number of government
security checkpoints were removed inside Mogadishu.212 Al-Shabaab was reported to levy fixed
amounts of taxes at its roadblocks in the countryside, while travelers regularly had to pay
variable bribes while passing through FGS checkpoints.213
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