3.5. Further challenges faced by
vulnerable, minority groups and IDPs

In Somalia, members of marginalised clans and groups are particularly vulnerable to torture and
gender-based violence,316 including in prisons and detention facilities.317 The judicial and
correctional environments are ‘prone to corruption’ and are ‘heavily influenced by clan-based
politics’. This often results in illegal detention of individuals from minority groups, with many of
them unjustly held in detention or convicted.318 According to the NRC, lack of civil registration
and other legal identity documents among IDPs engender protection concerns, particularly for
women and children. Being unable to prove their identity ‘when stopped by police creates risks
of arrest and detention’.319

Limited resources and lack of clan support further exacerbate minority groups’ marginalisation
and affects their ability to seek justice or redress. Besides, it further impacts their living
conditions while in detention. Many members of minority and marginalised groups are also IDPs
living in Mogadishu, who experience intersectional forms of discrimination.320

In the period 2020-2024, female inmates, including girls and children, accounted for 95 % of the
survivors of reported GBV incidents while in detention.321 Of these, about 75 % originate from
IDP communities. Documented acts of GBV in detention include rape, gang rape, and sexual
assault.322

Children associated with Al-Shabaab, or suspected of being associated with the militant group,
are treated as adult criminals regardless of their particular status. Whether they surrender, are
captured, or apprehended in the course of mass arrests or military operations, notably in
Mogadishu, they are typically transferred to NISA’s custody. While their treatment might be
inconsistent - depending on family and clan ties, which play a crucial role - during their
detention they may be forced to provide written or recorded confession under duress, they may
undergo physical abuse akin to torture, or they may be tried and sentenced by military courts,
always without proper independent oversight.323

While in detention, people without support from their family or clan often lack access to
sufficient medical services.324 Children who reside in prison with their mother experience the
same living conditions and encounter similar healthcare challenges. Being their healthcare a
responsibility of their mother’s relatives, they might be unable to afford it, while the prison
establishment does not step in.325

e 316



The Advocates for Human Rights, CSHRDS, and World Coalition, Somalia’s Compliance with
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, 22 August 2025, url, para. 54

317

OPR, Annual report assessment on human rights violations in Mogadishu prisons and
detention facilities, December 2025, url, p. 12

318

OPR, Annual report assessment on human rights violations in Mogadishu prisons and
detention facilities, December 2025, url, p. 12

319

NRC, “Who are you?” Linkages between Legal Identity and Housing, Land, and Property
Rights in Somalia, November 2022, url, pp. 1, 5

320

OPR, Annual report assessment on human rights violations in Mogadishu prisons and
detention facilities, December 2025, url, pp. 12-13

321

OPR, Annual report assessment on human rights violations in Mogadishu prisons and
detention facilities, December 2025, url, p. 14; see also The Advocates for Human Rights,
CSHRDS, and World Coalition, Somalia’s Compliance with Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 22 August 2025, url, para.
55

322

OPR, Annual report assessment on human rights violations in Mogadishu prisons and
detention facilities, December 2025, url, p. 14; see also The Advocates for Human Rights,
CSHRDS, and World Coalition, Somalia’s Compliance with Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 22 August 2025, url, para.
27

323

OPR, Annual report assessment on human rights violations in Mogadishu prisons and
detention facilities, December 2025, url, pp. 20-22

324

The Advocates for Human Rights, CSHRDS, and World Coalition, Somalia’s Compliance with
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, 22 August 2025, url, para. 27


https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Res/Somalia%20CAT%20DP%20TAHR%20CSHRD%20WCADP.pdf#:~:text=4.%20To%20date%2C%20there%20is%20no%20evidence%20that%20Somalia%20has%20implemented%20the%20Committee%27s%20recommendations.
https://opr.org.so/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/ORGANIZATION-FOR-PRISONERS-RIGHTS-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf
https://opr.org.so/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/ORGANIZATION-FOR-PRISONERS-RIGHTS-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf
https://www.nrc.no/globalassets/pdf/reports/who-are-you/full-report_who-are-you_linkages-between-lid-and-hlp-in-somalia.pdf
https://opr.org.so/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/ORGANIZATION-FOR-PRISONERS-RIGHTS-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf
https://opr.org.so/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/ORGANIZATION-FOR-PRISONERS-RIGHTS-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Res/Somalia%20CAT%20DP%20TAHR%20CSHRD%20WCADP.pdf#:~:text=4.%20To%20date%2C%20there%20is%20no%20evidence%20that%20Somalia%20has%20implemented%20the%20Committee%27s%20recommendations.
https://opr.org.so/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/ORGANIZATION-FOR-PRISONERS-RIGHTS-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Res/Somalia%20CAT%20DP%20TAHR%20CSHRD%20WCADP.pdf#:~:text=4.%20To%20date%2C%20there%20is%20no%20evidence%20that%20Somalia%20has%20implemented%20the%20Committee%27s%20recommendations.
https://opr.org.so/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/ORGANIZATION-FOR-PRISONERS-RIGHTS-ANNUAL-REPORT.pdf
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Res/Somalia%20CAT%20DP%20TAHR%20CSHRD%20WCADP.pdf#:~:text=4.%20To%20date%2C%20there%20is%20no%20evidence%20that%20Somalia%20has%20implemented%20the%20Committee%27s%20recommendations.

e 325

UNSOM, Prison conditions in Somalia, July 2024, url, p. 5

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu



https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://unsom.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/prison_conditions_in_somalia-a_holistic_assessment.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwicqPyk5-CSAxWchv0HHTDLFaAQFnoECBcQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0wMvwhgBfEHsSgLNxI-K7e
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

