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Catatumbo is a region rich in oil and one of the country's main centres for coca production310
and according to the UN, it ‘is the country’s largest coca-growing enclave.’311 It is one of the
most strategic areas in the country due to the presence of a diverse number of illicit economies
and its bordering location of Venezuela.312 Confrontations between the ELN and the EMBF for
the control of illicit revenues,313 and attacks against infrastructure and state security forces
have led to mass displacements, confinements, and the killing of civilians.314

UNOCHA reported that, in February 2025, 35 armed confrontations among illegal armed groups
took place in, or around, the municipalities of Tibú, Convención, Teorama, and El Tarra.315
According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), clashes between ELN
and FARC dissidents between January and March 2025 led to the mass displacement of over
57 000 people, individual displacement of over 6 300 people, 17 800 confined, and over 10 000
facing severe restrictions to the freedom of movement, leaving them without access to essential
goods and services.316 The Office of the Ombudsperson indicated that, between January and
September 2025, over 73 000 people have been forcefully displaced in the Norte de Santander
department mostly in Catatumbo.317 The same source indicated that in the same period, about
11 490 people were victims of confinement by illegal armed groups.318

Authorities reported that, between January and October 2025, 163 people have been killed
during armed confrontations among illegal armed groups in the region, including 144 civilians, 6
former signatories of the 2016 FARC-EP Peace Agreement, 3 social leaders, and 10 minors; most
actions took place in the municipalities of Tibú, Teorama, Convención, El Tarra, and Hacarí.319
However, without providing further detail, local NGOs indicated that there is underreporting in
the region and that at least 400 killings have taken place among combatants, civilians, and state
security forces.320 According to the Constitutional Court, in 2025, seven former combatants of
the FARC-EP have been killed and six disappeared.321 News source Caracol quoted a
representative of a local NGO as indicating that, according to their reporting, between January
and November 2025, 300 minors have been forcefully recruited by illegal armed groups in
Catatumbo, and that 12 minors and 62 persons under 28 years of age have been killed in the
region.322 UNOCHA reported that, due to the security situation, the access of humanitarian
assistance is restricted in municipalities such as San Calixto, Teorama, Tibú, El Tarra,
Convención, Hacarí, Sardinata, El Carmen, and Ábrego.323

310



AI, Colombia: Protect Civilians in Catatumbo, 22 January 2025, url; UN, News, Colombia:
Fleeing the thunder of violence in Catatumbo, 21 February 2025, url

311

UN, News, Colombia: Fleeing the thunder of violence in Catatumbo, 21 February 2025, url

312

UNOCHA, Necesidades humanitarias por desplazamiento masivo y restricciones a la
movilidad en Catatumbo (Norte de Santander), 7 March 2025, url, p. 2; Pares, Cuerpos
para la guerra: Violencia Basada en Género y Reclutamiento en la frontera Colombo –
Venezolana, 18 October 2024, url, p. 28

313

Caracol, Estas son las zonas más criticas en cuestión de alianzas de grupos armados
ilegales en Colombia, 30 October 2025, url; AI, Colombia: Protect Civilians in Catatumbo,
22 January 2025, url

315

UNOCHA, Necesidades humanitarias por desplazamiento masivo y restricciones a la
movilidad en Catatumbo (Norte de Santander), 7 March 2025, url, p. 2

316

UNHCR, The crisis continues in Catatumbo – Humanitarian Emergency, 5 March 2025, url

317

Colombia, Defensoría del Pueblo, Más de 192.000 personas afectadas por desplazamiento
forzado masivo y confinamiento en los primeros nueve meses de 2025, 7 November 2025,
url

318

Colombia, Defensoría del Pueblo, Más de 192.000 personas afectadas por desplazamiento
forzado masivo y confinamiento en los primeros nueve meses de 2025, 7 November 2025,
url

319

La FM, Reportan varias personas muertas en medio de combates entre grupos armados en
el Catatumbo, 22 October 2025, url; RCN, Intensos enfrentamientos entre el ELN y
disidencias de las FARC en Filogringo agravan la crisis en el Catatumbo, 22 October 2025,
url

320

https://amnesty.ca/urgent-actions/colombia-protect-civilians-in-catatumbo/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/02/1160401
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/02/1160401
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/a355f8e2-0650-4e94-a9d9-16b7ae2006f9/Actualizacio%CC%81nSitrep_Catatumbo_28_02_25_VF..pdf
https://www.pares.com.co/cuerpos-para-la-guerra-informe-de-violencia-sobre-violencia-basada-en-genero-y-reclutamiento-forzado-en-la-frontera-colombo-venezolana/
https://caracol.com.co/2025/10/30/estas-son-las-zonas-mas-criticas-en-cuestion-de-alianzas-de-grupos-armados-ilegales-en-colombia/
https://amnesty.ca/urgent-actions/colombia-protect-civilians-in-catatumbo/
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/a355f8e2-0650-4e94-a9d9-16b7ae2006f9/Actualizacio%CC%81nSitrep_Catatumbo_28_02_25_VF..pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/6a1aa298-c7a1-4232-a2bc-cece814b9c74/FACTSHEET%20Catatumbo%20V5%20UPDATE%20ENG.pdf
https://www.defensoria.gov.co/web/guest/-/192.000-personas-afectadas-por-desplazamiento-forzado-masivo-y-confinamiento-en-primeros-nueve-meses-de-2025?redirect=%2F
https://www.defensoria.gov.co/web/guest/-/192.000-personas-afectadas-por-desplazamiento-forzado-masivo-y-confinamiento-en-primeros-nueve-meses-de-2025?redirect=%2F
https://www.lafm.com.co/actualidad/intensos-combates-en-el-tarra-10-muertos-380454
https://rcn.fm/intensos-combates-en-el-tarra-10-muertos/


La FM, Reportan varias personas muertas en medio de combates entre grupos armados en
el Catatumbo, 22 October 2025, url; RCN, Intensos enfrentamientos entre el ELN y
disidencias de las FARC en Filogringo agravan la crisis en el Catatumbo, 22 October 2025,
url

321

El Colombiano, Un año de guerra en el Catatumbo: la Corte citó al Gobierno a responder en
audiencia pública por la peor crisis humanitaria, 29 October 2025, url

322

Caracol, Aumenta el reclutamiento y asesinato de menores de edad en el Catatumbo, 5
November 2025, url

323

UNOCHA, Necesidades humanitarias por desplazamiento masivo y restricciones a la
movilidad en Catatumbo (Norte de Santander), 7 March 2025, url, p. 2

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu 

https://www.lafm.com.co/actualidad/intensos-combates-en-el-tarra-10-muertos-380454
https://rcn.fm/intensos-combates-en-el-tarra-10-muertos/
https://www.elcolombiano.com/colombia/corte-constitucional-audiencia-publica-crisis-catatumbo-JF30428100
https://caracol.com.co/2025/11/05/aumenta-el-reclutamiento-y-asesinato-de-menores-de-edad-en-el-catatumbo/
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/a355f8e2-0650-4e94-a9d9-16b7ae2006f9/Actualizacio%CC%81nSitrep_Catatumbo_28_02_25_VF..pdf
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

