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The Hindu and Sikh communities have significantly declined in numbers in Afghanistan1875
amid an ongoing large-scale exodus since the early 1990s.1876 Many remaining community
members resettled outside of Afghanistan following the Taliban takeover.1877 According to
community representatives, only a small number of Hindus and Sikhs remain in the country,
1878 making up about 100 people in total,1879 that are mainly concentrated in urban areas,
1880 including Kabul, Jalalabad, and Ghazni.1881 Sources in 2025 reported that less than 50
Sikhs reside in Afghanistan,1882 in contrast to the reportedly approximately 300 members of
the group residing in the country by the time of the Taliban takeover in 2021.1883

Since the Taliban takeover, the ISKP has carried out attacks against Sikhs,1884 including an
attack against a Sikh place of worship in June 2022, and an explosion targeting a Sikh shop close
to a Sikh place of worship in Kabul City on 27 July 2022.1885 No attacks targeting Hindus or
Sikhs were found within the reference period of this report, but in a report from February 2025,
the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan noted that attacks
had been targeting, inter alia, Sikhs and Hindus, without specifying particular incidents.1886
According to Rafiey, due to ‘their small numbers and low visibility’ in the country, there have
been few reports of mistreatment against Hindus and Sikhs.1887

The Taliban have pledged to protect the rights of Sikhs and Hindus, and have given security
assurances during meetings with community leaders,1888 including at a meeting with a
delegation of exile Hindus and Sikhs in New Delhi on 13 October 2025.1889 The delegation
raised several demands, including greater minority representation in the de facto government,
1890 protection and restoration of religious sites,1891 and return of seized properties.1892
Although the de facto Minister of Foreign Affairs assured the delegation that ‘they were welcome
to return’ and restart their businesses,1893 and claimed that the de facto authorities support
the renovation of religious sites and protection of property rights, 1894 the delegation expressed
scepticism, citing safety and security concerns as a major obstacle for their return.1895

e 1875

Indian Express, ‘Taliban says return to Afghanistan but there’s no point now, just want
safety of our gurdwaras, temples’: Afghan Sikhs, Hindus meet Muttaqi, 14 October 2025,
url; Amu TV, Taliban minister calls non-Muslims ‘worse than four-legged animals’, 9 April
2025, url

e 1876


https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/taliban-says-return-to-afghanistan-but-theres-no-point-now-just-want-safety-of-our-gurdwaras-temples-afghan-sikhs-hindus-meet-muttaqi-10305664/lite/
https://amu.tv/167755/

Kabul Now, Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Urge Taliban to Restore Temples, Ensure Minority
Rights, 14 October 2025, url; Indian Express, ‘Taliban says return to Afghanistan but
there’s no point now, just want safety of our gurdwaras, temples’: Afghan Sikhs, Hindus
meet Muttaqi, 14 October 2025, url

1877

Hasht-e Subh, Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Who Fled Religious Persecution Meet Taliban’s
Foreign Minister in New Delhi, 13 October 2025, url; Amu TV, Five years after deadly Kabul
temple attack, Afghan Sikhs face near extinction, 25 March 2025, url; Print (The), Muttaqi
in Delhi, assures Sikhs & Hindus of restoration of places of worship, security under Taliban,
13 October 2025, url

1878

Hasht-e Subh, Afghanistan’s Sikh Community Sends Aid to Kunar Earthquake Victims, 3
September 2025, url; Afghanistan International, Taliban Minister's Remarks On Non-
Muslims Spark Concern Among Afghan Sikhs & Hindus, 12 April 2025, url

1879

Pajhwok News, Afghan Hindus happy with security, seek lands’ restitution, 24 August 2025,
url

1880

Rasuli, H., Highlighting Afghan Women'’s Experiences of Violence and Access to Justice,
RWI, 30 May 2025, url, p. 55

1881

Indian Express, ‘Taliban says return to Afghanistan but there’s no point now, just want
safety of our gurdwaras, temples’: Afghan Sikhs, Hindus meet Muttaqi, 14 October 2025,
url

1882

Hasht-e Subh, Afghanistan’s Sikh Community Sends Aid to Kunar Earthquake Victims, 3
September 2025, url; Indian Express, Handful of Sikhs living in Afghanistan donate relief
material for earthquake victims in Kunar, 3 September 2025, url

1883
BBC News, Afghanistan: Deadly explosion rocks Sikh site in Kabul, 18 June 2022, url
1884

Jamestown Foundation, ISKP Challenges Indian Interests in Afghanistan by Attacking Sikh
Worshippers in Kabul, 9 September 2022, url; Al Jazeera, Deadly attack on Sikh temple in
Kabul leaves community in fear, 18 June 2022, url; BBC News, Afghanistan gurdwara


https://kabulnow.com/2025/10/afghan-hindus-and-sikhs-urge-taliban-to-restore-temples-ensure-minority-rights/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/taliban-says-return-to-afghanistan-but-theres-no-point-now-just-want-safety-of-our-gurdwaras-temples-afghan-sikhs-hindus-meet-muttaqi-10305664/lite/
https://8am.media/eng/afghan-hindus-and-sikhs-who-fled-religious-persecution-meet-talibans-foreign-minister-in-new-delhi/
https://amu.tv/165129/
https://theprint.in/diplomacy/muttaqi-in-delhi-assures-sikhs-hindus-of-restoration-of-places-of-worship-security-under-taliban/2763064/
https://8am.media/eng/afghanistans-sikh-community-sends-aid-to-kunar-earthquake-victims/
https://www.afintl.com/en/202504126908
https://pajhwok.com/2025/08/24/afghan-hindus-happy-with-security-seek-lands-restitution/
https://rwi.lu.se/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Rasuli-2025-Highlighting.pdf
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/taliban-says-return-to-afghanistan-but-theres-no-point-now-just-want-safety-of-our-gurdwaras-temples-afghan-sikhs-hindus-meet-muttaqi-10305664/lite/
https://8am.media/eng/afghanistans-sikh-community-sends-aid-to-kunar-earthquake-victims/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/handful-of-sikhs-living-in-afghanistan-donate-relief-material-for-earthquake-victims-in-kunar-10226884/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-61850021
https://jamestown.org/iskp-challenges-indian-interests-in-afghanistan-by-attacking-sikh-worshippers-in-kabul/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/6/18/deadly-attack-on-sikh-temple-in-kabul-leaves-community-in-fear

attack: Sikhs say 'We don't feel safe’, 18 June 2022, url
1885

Indian Express, Explosion rocks Sikh man’s shop near Kabul gurdwara; kin in Delhi call for
India’s help, 27 July 2022, url; Times of India (The), Kabul Gurdwara Attacked Again, Blast
Near Main Gate, 28 July 2022, url

1886

UN Human Rights Council, Situation of human rights in Afghanistan, 20 February 2025, url,
para. 49

1887

ACCORD, Afghanistan: Report on the impact of the Taliban’s information practices and
legal policies, particularly on women and girls, February 2025, url, p. 81

1888

USDOS, 2021 Report on International Religious Freedom: Afghanistan, 2 June 2022, url, p.
2

1889

Times of India (The), Afghan Hindus and Sikhs meet foreign minister Muttaqi; urge
restoration, maintenance of gurdwaras, temples, 14 October 2025, url; Hasht-e Subh,
Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Who Fled Religious Persecution Meet Taliban’s Foreign Minister in
New Delhi, 13 October 2025, url

1890

Kabul Now, Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Urge Taliban to Restore Temples, Ensure Minority
Rights, 14 October 2025, url; Print (The), Muttaqi in Delhi, assures Sikhs & Hindus of
restoration of places of worship, security under Taliban, 13 October 2025, url

1891

Kabul Now, Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Urge Taliban to Restore Temples, Ensure Minority
Rights, 14 October 2025, url

1892

Kabul Now, Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Urge Taliban to Restore Temples, Ensure Minority
Rights, 14 October 2025, url; Indian Express, ‘Taliban says return to Afghanistan but
there’s no point now, just want safety of our gurdwaras, temples’: Afghan Sikhs, Hindus
meet Muttaqi, 14 October 2025, url

1893


https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-61852956
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/explosion-rocks-sikh-mans-shop-near-kabul-gurdwara-kin-in-delhi-call-for-indian-help-8055393/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/kabul-gurdwara-attacked-again-blast-near-main-gate/articleshow/93172741.cms
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/a-hrc-58-80-aev-1-en.pdf
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2122510/ACCORD_Afghanistan_February_2025_FINAL.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-report-on-international-religious-freedom/afghanistan/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/afghan-hindus-and-sikhs-meet-foreign-minister-muttaqi-urge-restoration-maintenance-of-gurdwaras-temples/articleshow/124533731.cms
https://8am.media/eng/afghan-hindus-and-sikhs-who-fled-religious-persecution-meet-talibans-foreign-minister-in-new-delhi/
https://kabulnow.com/2025/10/afghan-hindus-and-sikhs-urge-taliban-to-restore-temples-ensure-minority-rights/
https://theprint.in/diplomacy/muttaqi-in-delhi-assures-sikhs-hindus-of-restoration-of-places-of-worship-security-under-taliban/2763064/
https://kabulnow.com/2025/10/afghan-hindus-and-sikhs-urge-taliban-to-restore-temples-ensure-minority-rights/
https://kabulnow.com/2025/10/afghan-hindus-and-sikhs-urge-taliban-to-restore-temples-ensure-minority-rights/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/taliban-says-return-to-afghanistan-but-theres-no-point-now-just-want-safety-of-our-gurdwaras-temples-afghan-sikhs-hindus-meet-muttaqi-10305664/lite/

Al Jazeera, Afghan foreign minister in India: Why New Delhi is embracing Taliban now, 14
October 2025, url; Indian Express, ‘Taliban says return to Afghanistan but there’s no point
now, just want safety of our gurdwaras, temples’: Afghan Sikhs, Hindus meet Muttaqi, 14
October 2025, url

e 1894

Print (The), Muttaqi in Delhi, assures Sikhs & Hindus of restoration of places of worship,
security under Taliban, 13 October 2025, url

e 1895

Indian Express, ‘Taliban says return to Afghanistan but there’s no point now, just want
safety of our gurdwaras, temples’: Afghan Sikhs, Hindus meet Muttaqi, 14 October 2025,
url

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu



https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/10/14/afghan-foreign-minister-in-india-why-new-delhi-is-embracing-taliban-now
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/taliban-says-return-to-afghanistan-but-theres-no-point-now-just-want-safety-of-our-gurdwaras-temples-afghan-sikhs-hindus-meet-muttaqi-10305664/lite/
https://theprint.in/diplomacy/muttaqi-in-delhi-assures-sikhs-hindus-of-restoration-of-places-of-worship-security-under-taliban/2763064/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh/taliban-says-return-to-afghanistan-but-theres-no-point-now-just-want-safety-of-our-gurdwaras-temples-afghan-sikhs-hindus-meet-muttaqi-10305664/lite/
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

