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4.2. Persons formerly affiliated with foreign forces

4.2. Persons formerly affiliated with foreign forces

This chapter should be read in conjunction with section 4.1. Officials of the former government.

The general amnesty extends to individuals affiliated with foreign forces.1176 Many of these individuals
were evacuated from Afghanistan soon after the Taliban takeover in 2021,1177 and those who remain have
reportedly been living in hiding,1178 including interpreters.1179 In an interview with Radio Sweden in
January 2024, the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Afghanistan described people who used to
serve foreign forces as particularly vulnerable to human rights violations, perceived as having worked ‘for
the enemy’.1180 Similarly, Professor de Jong noted that the de facto authorities perceive those who served
foreign forces as ‘traitors', with interpreters being prime targets. The same source emphasised that the
amnesty was not being felt among this group, nor among those serving the former security forces.1181

A major dataleak from the British Ministry of Defence in 2022 revealed the names of over 18 000 Afghans
who worked for the British forces and some of their family members. Following the leak, the UK evacuated
4 500 former Afghan allies believed to be at risk of retribution in a secret resettlement programme.1182 As
of 16 July 2025, the British Defence Secretary had no information on Afghan allies being killed following
the data breach,1183 while Afghans whose names were on the list and remained in Afghanistan stated that
they wereliving in hiding and moving frequently, fearing for their lives.1184 Research published by the
organisation Refugee Lega Support in October 2025 found that among 350 Afghans affected by the data
breach, 21 reported on family members remaining in Afghanistan being killed because of the breach, and 28
on former colleagues being killed. Additionally, the de facto authorities had conducted house searchesin 210
instances (including of family members homes), and 99 persons had received direct death threats.
Respondents included former members of Afghan specia forces, the Afghan National Army (ANA), the
ANDSF, and the NDS, as well as interpreters, guards, and Gardaworld contractors.1185 Moreover, the
anonymous caseworker who raised the alarm of the data breach compiled a dossier with 200 names of
individuals allegedly killed following the breach, including former Afghan special forces soldiers, and in
some cases their family members. According to the caseworker, a special unit of the de facto security forces,
“Yarmok 60’, was hunting down people on the list.1186

A joint mediainvestigation recorded over 110 killings and several cases of torture of former ANDSF
members since 2023 until mid-2025. The investigation noted that these cases were likely an undercount;
many other cases were not included as they could not be corroborated. Among those killed were former
security officials who worked in special forces funded or supported by US and British troops. Some killings
were attributed to ‘ unknown gunmen’ while others died following torture in detention by the de facto
authorities. According to the investigation, three former soldiers of the special forces were tortured in
attempts to extract contact details of their former colleagues.1187 Freelance journalist Beth Bailey, who is
engaged in the evacuation of Afghans who supported US troops, said that she receives accounts of revenge
killings of American alliesin Afghanistan on amonthly basis.1188


https://www.euaa.europa.eu/coi-report-afghanistan-country-focus/41-officials-former-government

Professor de Jong cautioned against relying on the number of recorded killings to assess the situation of
Afghans who served foreign forces. She noted that many of them, especialy interpreters, have been
evacuated — meaning that the potential targets are no longer present in Afghanistan. Moreover, those
remaining in the country have adopted survival strategies, such asliving in hiding apart from their families,
but they are unable to lead anormal life.1189

Although Professor de Jong noted that anyone who had arole associated with Western forces could be a
potential target, she also mentioned that individual circumstances may impact a person’s exposure —
including the sensitivity of the mission that they were involved in (e.g. security, intelligence, combat versus
less sensitive devel opment projects). Some staff were moreover recruited from outside the area of operation,
which in some cases could potentialy lower their exposure to be targeted if they were to return to their area
or origin. Professor de Jong noted that those recruited locally were often people carrying out ‘ unskilled’
labour such as cleaners, drivers, and guards. While these people might not be ‘ prime targets’, they may at the
same time be ‘known targets’ as they were part of the local communities in which the operations took place.
1190

1176

AP, Afghanistan: more than 100 believed killed despite Taliban amnesty offer, says UN, 31 January 2022,
url; BBC News, Amid violent reprisals, Afghans fear the Taliban's 'amnesty’ was empty, 31 August 2021, url

1177

Lighthouse Reports, France's forgotten Afghan spies, 12 Aril 2023, url

1178

UN Human Rights Council, Situation of human rightsin Afghanistan, 20 February 2025, url, para. 84; NPR,
Three years after the U.S. withdrawal, former Afghan forces are hunted by the Taliban, 25 September 2024,
url; de Jong, S., online interview, 30 October 2025

1179

Boston Herald, Manuel: Afghan interpreters left behind fight for survival, 11 October 2024, url; de Jong, S.,
online interview, 30 October 2025

1180

Radio Sweden, Konflikt: Dédshoten mot Sveriges medarbetare i Afghanistan, 12 January 2024, url, 25:10

1181

de Jong, S., online interview, 30 October 2025

1182

New York Times (The), U.K. Secretly Resettled 4,500 Afghans in Britian After Huge Data Breach, 15 July
2025, url

1183


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/31/afghanistan-more-than-100-believed-killed-despite-taliban-amnesty-offer-says-un
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58395954
https://www.lighthousereports.com/investigation/frances-forgotten-afghan-spies/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/a-hrc-58-80-aev-1-en.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2024/09/25/nx-s1-5099028/former-afghan-army-and-police-hunted-by-the-taliban
https://www.bostonherald.com/2024/10/11/manuel-afghan-interpreters-left-behind-fight-for-survival/
https://sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/dom-hjalpte-sverige-nu-ar-de-strandade-i-talibanernas-afghanistan
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/15/world/europe/uk-data-email-afghans-taliban.html

BBC News, Defence secretary 'unable to say' if anyone killed after Afghan data breach, 16 July 2025, url

1184

Independent (The), Inside the £7bn secret scramble to save lives after MoD data breach, 12 July 2025, url

1185

UK Parliament, Refugee Legal Support, Written evidence submitted by Refugee Legal Support, October
2025, url, p. 2

1186

UK Parliament, Written evidence submitted anonymously, October 2025, url

1187

Lighthouse Reports, Hunted by the Taliban, 15 October 2025, url

1188

France 24, Uncertainty for Afghans who supported US after Taliban takeover, 16 July 2025, url

1189

de Jong, S., online interview, 20 October 2025

1190

de Jong, S., online interview, 30 October 2025

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu



https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1k8yvj89kyo
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/superinjunction-afghan-evacuation-mod-data-breach-b2789204.html
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149931/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/149597/html/
https://www.lighthousereports.com/investigation/hunted-by-the-taliban/
https://www.france24.com/en/video/20250716-uncertainty-for-afghans-who-supported-us-after-taliban-takeover
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

