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Children were recruited to Taliban ranks during their time as an insurgency.735 Sources have suggested that
children have remained in Taliban ranks after the Taliban takeover,736 and that child recruitment has
continued.737

The de facto authorities have been taking measures to remove and avoid recruiting young boys into their
ranks, including by forming a commission for this purpose,738 and issuing a command order prohibiting the
recruitment of children not showing signs of puberty.739 However, many people in Afghanistan do not know
their age and do not perceive the age of 18 years as the end of childhood,740 rather this is assessed based on
signs of puberty.741 The Taliban, including in their capacity as the de facto authorities, have been assessing
the age of boys based on their beard’s growth.742 The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Afghanistan reported on the ambiguous legal definition of a child leaving adolescent children
vulnerable to recruitment into the de facto armed forces.743 However, according to the Afghan analyst, many
children have been removed from armed forces in this process, and young boys are not present among
Taliban fighters in the same manner as directly after the takeover – although it was not a very common sight
back then either.744

In 2023, the UN Secretary-General reported on 342 boys being used in combat and in support roles by the de
facto authorities. Most boys (333) were released from Taliban ranks that year following negotiations with the
UN. In the same report, the UN Secretary-General reported on 29 boys and 2 girls being detained for alleged
association with opposing groups, of which one child died in custody.745 In July 2025, the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, reported that the engagement of
the UN with the de facto authorities had ‘led to the release from their ranks of 58 children and their
reintegration’ in the period August 2024–July 2025.746

According to the USDOS Trafficking in persons report, published on 24 June 2024, children have been
recruited by both the Taliban and other armed groups as soldiers for combat and support roles. The report
states that the Taliban have been recruiting children in madrassas in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and often
recruits children through coercion, fraud, and false promises’, as well as by encouraging relatives to send
their children to join Taliban ranks in order to ‘expand its trusted personnel’. 747 In contrast, in their research
on madrassas in Afghanistan, Rahimi and Watkins did not find any support for public madrassas engaging in
militarised training or education, although they could not rule out that madrassas were being used for
recruitment into the de facto administration. The prevalence of child recruitment was not mentioned in the
research paper.748 In an interview with the EUAA, Rahimi noted that although public jihadi madrassas may
be used to identify suitable future de facto officials, it may take many years to complete such an education.
749 More information is available in section 1.2.6. Impact on the education sector.

USDOS further stated that the NRF and the ISKP use children in ‘direct hostilities’, including to plant and
detonate IEDs, carry weapons, spy and as guards. Recruitment strategies of such armed groups include
targeting children from impoverished and rural areas, and displaced children are reportedly particularly
vulnerable.750 It has not been possible to corroborate this information with other sources. Meanwhile, a

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/coi-report-afghanistan-country-focus/126-impact-education-sector


research study carried out by Afghanistan expert Antonio Giustozzi suggested that the ISKP sought to recruit
university students.751 The UN Sanctions and Monitoring Team also reported on the new ISKP leader
focusing on recruiting more educated individuals and extending recruitment to non-Salafists.752 A research
paper of Centre on Armed Groups identified the most common pathway to join the ISKP as through personal
relationships or through religious institutions, and that the ISKP has ‘capitalised on the Taliban’s harassment
of Salafists’. The report makes reference to child recruitment, but outlines how a ‘younger generation’ of
ISKP recruits joining after the Taliban takeover in 2021 were inspired my male relatives that had previously
joined the ISKP.753

735

HRW, This is our opportunity to end the Taliban's use of child soldiers, 20 September 2021, url

736

HRW, This is our opportunity to end the Taliban's use of child soldiers, 20 September 2021, url; UN General
Assembly, Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict,
25 July 2025, url, para. 37

737

UN Human Rights Council, Situation of human rights in Afghanistan, 20 February 2025, url, para. 56;
USDOS, 2024 Trafficking in Persons Report: Afghanistan, 24 June 2024, url

738

Afghan analyst, interviews 8–9 June 2023, 1 October 2024, and email communication, 10 October 2023, 13
October 2024. The interview on 1 October 2024 was conducted by the EUAA in cooperation with the
Austrian, Norwegian and Swedish COI units.

739

UN Human Rights Council, Situation of human rights in Afghanistan, 20 February 2025, url, para. 56

740

Afghan analyst, interviews 8–9 June 2023, 1 October 2024, and email communication, 10 October 2023, 13
October 2024. The interview on 1 October 2024 was conducted by the EUAA in cooperation with the
Austrian, Norwegian and Swedish COI units.

741

UN Human Rights Council, Situation of human rights in Afghanistan, 20 February 2025, url, para. 54

742

The Netherlands, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report Afghanistan, June
2023, url, section 1.2.7.1; Afghan analyst, interviews 8–9 June 2023, 1 October 2024, and email
communication, 10 October 2023, 13 October 2024. The interview on 1 October 2024 was conducted by the

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/09/20/our-opportunity-end-talibans-use-child-soldiers
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/09/20/our-opportunity-end-talibans-use-child-soldiers
https://docs.un.org/en/A/80/266
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/58/80
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/afghanistan/
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/58/80
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/58/80
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/netherlands/PLib/General+Country+of+Origin+Report+Afghanistan+June+2023.pdf


EUAA in cooperation with Austrian, Norwegian and Swedish COI units.

743

UN Human Rights Council, Situation of human rights in Afghanistan, Advanced unedited version, 8 October
2025, url, para. 56

744

Afghan analyst, interviews 8–9 June 2023, 1 October 2024, and email communication, 10 October 2023, 13
October 2024. The interview on 1 October 2024 was conducted by the EUAA in cooperation with Austrian,
Norwegian and Swedish COI units.

745

UN General Assembly and UN Security Council, Children and armed conflict, 3 June 2024, url, paras. 16,
17, 24

746

UN General Assembly, Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and
Armed Conflict, 25 July 2025, url, para. 37

747

USDOS, 2024 Trafficking in Persons Report: Afghanistan, 24 June 2024, url

748

Rahimi, H. and Watkins, A., The Taliban’s Dynamic Efforts to Integrate and Regulate Madrasas And the
Motives for Doing So, RWI, May 2025, url, pp. 14–15

749

Rahimi, H., online interview, 30 October 2025. The interview was conducted by the EUAA in cooperation
with the Belgian and Romanian COI units.

750

USDOS, 2024 Trafficking in Persons Report: Afghanistan, 24 June 2024, url

751

Giustozzi, A., An Unfamiliar Challenge: How the Taliban are Meeting the Islamic State Threat on
Afghanistan’s University Campuses, RUSI, May 2023, url, pp. 3, 6–10

752

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2025-10/a-80-432-auv_0.pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/S/2024/384
https://docs.un.org/en/A/80/266
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/afghanistan/
https://rwi.lu.se/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Rahimi-and-Watkins-2025.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/afghanistan/
https://static.rusi.org/rusi-emerging-insights-how-taliban-meeting-is-threat-on-afghan-university-campuses.pdf


UN Security Council, Fourteenth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team, 1 June
2023, url, para. 46

753

Centre on Armed Groups, Drivers of ISKP Recruitment in Afghanistan, August 2024, url, pp. 1, 8

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu 

https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2093255/N2312536.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/628c94ceae15ed6eb64d03fd/t/66b9af900444bf03f6c5218a/1723445162520/Drivers+of+ISKP+Recruitment+in+Afghanistan_August+2024.pdf
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

