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The UN Special Rapporteur, Mariana Katzarova, noted an increase in violence against women in
Russia.621 There is no specific domestic violence legislation.622 Women can access justice and
there are some improvements in the area of protection, due to the decisions by the Russian
Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court, which have provided lawyers and women rights
organisations with legal instruments that can make litigation more successful.623 For instance,
in January 2024, the Constitutional Court ruled that courts may prohibit persons convicted of
domestic violence to approach places regularly attended by their victims, such as their place of
residence, work, studies, etc.624 In March 2024, the Constitutional Court ruled that district and
magistrate courts must accept domestic violence complaints even if the police decline to open a
criminal case.625

As noted by NGO Nasiliu.net, Russia lacks accessible and comprehensive statistics on domestic
violence and removal of criminal penalties for battery in 2017 has distorted the situation,
creating the false impression of a sharp drop in family violence, as only criminal cases reach
official statistics.626

According to Russian Consortium of Women’s Non-Governmental Organisations, more than
3 400 women were killed in Russia in 2022-2023. Of these, almost 2 300 women were killed
because of domestic violence, including over 2 100 women killed by their partners.627 Based on
data from regional courts in Russia and illegally annexed Crimea, independent outlet Verstka
reported that between 1 January 2024 and 30 June 2024 courts adjudicated 5 000 cases of
domestic violence by an intimate partner, including 245 cases in which men were convicted of
killing their wives or girlfriends.628 According to data of the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC), in 2024, 530 women in Russia were killed by an intimate partner and 433 by a
family member.629

As noted by the Special Rapporteur, Mariana Katzarova, reported cases of domestic violence by
current or former armed forces members have ‘nearly doubled’,630 including cases where
persons returning from the war in Ukraine killed their wives, ex-partners, or family members,
including children.631 There are no legal restrictions preventing repeat offenders from re-
enlisting to the Russian armed forces to avoid prosecution.632 Furthermore, pardoned offenders
face no consequences of their conviction or administrative supervision, which leaves survivors of
domestic violence unprotected from further harassment or retaliation.633
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