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Since the classification of Jehovah’s Witnesses as an extremist organisation, and therefore the banning of its
activities, in April 2017,449 the authorities have engaged in ‘a protracted campaign’ against the community,
450 which involves arbitrary arrests,451 confiscation of property, surveillance, and torture.452 At the time of
the ban in 2017, there were around 170 000453 – 175 000 of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia.454

As noted by the UN Special Rapporteur, Mariana Katzarova, the prosecution of the community affected
nearly 1 000 people, with many facing mistreatment in detention, including torture and ‘denial of adequate
medical care.’455 In October 2025, the ECHR upheld its June 2022 opinion, finding that prosecution and
conviction of Jehovah’s witnesses for peacefully practicing their religion were ‘based on the impermissibly
broad formulation and application of the extremism legislation,’ while the authorities failed to prove that they
were ‘involved in any socially dangerous activities of an extremist nature.’456

As noted by the Oslo-based human rights organisation Forum 18,457 even before a court trial takes place,
investigations usually add individuals to the list of ‘terrorists and extremists’ maintained by the
Rosfinmonitoring, which carries significant financial implications, such as the freezing of bank accounts,
with exceptions allowed only for small transactions.458 Furthermore, at least five Jehovah’s Witnesses who
had acquired Russian citizenship by naturalisation had their citizenship revoked due to their criminal
convictions, with three of them being ‘subsequently expelled from Russia.’459

a) Law enforcement practices

As reported by Forum 18, authorities continued the practice of conducting raids on the homes of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. These raids are usually conducted by the Investigative Committee or the FSB, both of whom are
‘usually responsible’ for investigating Jehovah’s Witnesses after their inclusion into the list of extremist
organisations, and often involve the National Guard.460 During home searches, law enforcement officers
seize electronic devices, mobile phones,461 as well as personal notes and Bibles.462 During home searches
in Saratov oblast, wives and children of believers were also reportedly questioned.463 From 1 September
2025 to 21 October 2025, the FSB and Investigative Committee conducted at least 37 raids on households in
five Russian regions.464

According to SOVA Research Center, in 2024, searches of Jehovah's Witnesses' homes were ‘often
accompanied by violations, including use of violence against believers.’465 As reported by Forum 18 in
October 2025, the FSB and other agencies used physical abuse, inhumane treatment, and threats during raids
and interrogations. Moreover, according to the same source, in some cases, law enforcement officers
reportedly used torture during interrogations and in some prison facilities.466 In September 2025, in Saratov,
National Guard officers467 repeatedly used electroshock device against a 58-year-old man while conducting
searches at his house before arresting him,468 with none of them being investigated or held accountable.469

(b) Prosecutions and convictions



According to data from Jehovah’s Witnesses, as of October 2025, 883 persons have been prosecuted by the
Russian authorities, with almost all of them (882 persons) for organising an extremist organisation,
participating in such organisation, or recruiting others to it.470 This number includes 33 persons prosecuted
in illegally annexed Crimea.471 Among 633 court verdicts, 202 were prison sentences, 320 suspended
sentences, and 95 fines.472 Furthermore, in 26 cases, the charges were withdrawn, and two cases ended with
acquittals.473

According to the same source, 49 cases against Jehovah’s Witnesses were initiated in 2024474 and 28 cases
were recorded from 1 January 2025 to 3 October 2025.475 Of these cases (77 in total), 15 persons were
convicted, 31 face a trial, and 27 have been formally charged. There were no instances of charges being
dropped in this period.476 Moreover, as of October 2025, 169 Jehovah’s Witnesses were deprived of liberty
due to detention in various facilities, including penal colonies and pre-trial detention centres. Furthermore, at
least 494 members of the community have faced detention, including short-term detentions. 477

As noted by OVD-Info, a typical case against Jehovah’s witnesses is against persons who organise small
home gatherings for community members.478 In January 2025, a Russian-appointed court in Crimea
sentenced two men to six years in prison on charges for conducting and participating in worship gatherings.
479 In April 2025, a person in Chelyabinsk was similarly sentenced to six years in prison. As reported by
Reuters, a local interior ministry reported that the investigation against this person involved the FSB,
counter-extremism investigators, and a special unit of the National Guard (Rosgvardiya) who seized the
person’s computer hard drives, electronic devices, and handwritten notebooks containing religious content.
480 In September 2025, in Saransk, the capital of the Republic of Mordovia, two Jehovah’s Witnesses were
sentenced to six and a half and seven years in prison respectively for holding religious meetings, engaging in
preaching activities in the city, and distributing extremist literature.481

In October 2025, courts convicted at least four Jehovah’s Witnesses, with one of them being sentenced to 7
years in prison and two others receiving a suspended sentence.482 The same month, an appellate court turned
a suspended sentence of six years and six months imprisonment into an actual prison term after an appeal by
a state prosecutor.483

A human rights lawyer noted that Jehovah’s Witnesses refuse legal assistance, believing that enduring trials
is a test from God, therefore it is not possible to provide them with legal aid, as they decline any help.484

449

Forum 18, Russia: more long jail sentences, removals of citizenship, 21 October 2025, url

450

Freedom House, Freedom in the World, 28 February 2025, url

451

AI, Russia 2024, 28 April 2025, url

452

Freedom House, Freedom in the World, 28 February 2025, url

453

https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=3008
https://freedomhouse.org/country/russia/freedom-world/2025
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/europe-and-central-asia/eastern-europe-and-central-asia/russia/report-russia/
https://freedomhouse.org/country/russia/freedom-world/2025


Moscow Times (The), Persecuted En Masse, Russia’s Jehovah’s Witnesses ‘’Expect to Outlast’ Putin’s
Regime, 14 October 2024, url

454

Jehovah’s Witnesses, About us, n.d., url

455

UN Human Rights Council, Situation of human rights in the Russian Federation, Report of the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Russian Federation, Mariana Katzarova,15 September
2025, url, para. 61

456

EHCR, Case of Markin and Others v. Russia, 16 October 2025, url, para. 11

457

Forum 18 is a human rights organisation and news service, which focuses on monitoring and analysis of
violations of freedom of thought, conscience, and believe in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Central Asia, and
South Caucasus. See, Forum 18, About, url

458

Forum 18, Russia: more long jail sentences, removals of citizenship, 21 October 2025, url

459

Forum 18, Russia: more long jail sentences, removals of citizenship, 21 October 2025, url

460

Forum 18, Russia: more long jail sentences, removals of citizenship, 21 October 2025, url

461

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal Developments in Russia, ?? ??????? ? ??????????? ?????? ?????? ? ?????
?????????? ??????. ?????????? ???? ?? ?????????? ? ??????????? [Searches were conducted in the homes of
Jehovah's Witnesses on the border with Kazakhstan. A case has been opened on suspicion of extremism], 4
March 2025, url; Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal Developments in Russia, ???????? ?????? ? ??????? ?
???????????? ????. ???? ???????? ?????????? ? ???? [Mass searches in Khakassia and Krasnoyarsk Krai.
Three believers sent to pretrial detention centres], 29 September 2025, url

462

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal Developments in Russia, ?? ??????? ? ??????????? ?????? ?????? ? ?????
?????????? ??????. ?????????? ???? ?? ?????????? ? ??????????? [Searches were conducted in the homes of

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/10/14/persecuted-en-masse-russias-jehovahs-witnesses-expect-to-outlast-putins-regime-a86680
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/about.html
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session60/advance-version/a-hrc-60-59-aev.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/en-#%7B%22itemid%22:%5B%22001-245270%22%5D%7D
https://www.forum18.org/forum18.php
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=3008
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=3008
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=3008
https://jw-russia.org/news/2025/03/040924.html
https://jw-russia.org/news/2025/09/291103.html


Jehovah's Witnesses on the border with Kazakhstan. A case has been opened on suspicion of extremism], 4
March 2025, url

463

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal Developments in Russia, ?????? ???????? ?????????? ????? ????? ??????
??????????? ?????????? ?????? [Five believers arrested after raid against Jehovah's Witnesses in Saratov], 11
September 2025, url

464

Forum 18, Russia: more long jail sentences, removals of citizenship, 21 October 2025, url

465

SOVA Research Center, Challenges to Freedom of Conscience in Russia in 2024, url

466

Forum 18, Russia: Another Jehovah’s Witness tortured during arrest, 20 October 2025, url

467

Forum 18, Russia: Another Jehovah’s Witness tortured during arrest, 20 October 2025, url

468

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal Developments in Russia, ????? ?????????????? ?? ????? ?????? ? ????????.
????? ????????????? ??????? ???????????? ???????????? [Shocked with a stun gun during a search in
Saratov. The victim's family demands an investigation into the crime], 25 September 2025, url; Forum 18,
Russia: Another Jehovah’s Witness tortured during arrest, 20 October 2025, url

469

Forum 18, Russia: Another Jehovah’s Witness tortured during arrest, 20 October 2025, url

470

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal developments in Russia, Prisoners of Conscience [By people, Article of Criminal
Code] n.d., url

471

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal developments in Russia, Prisoners of Conscience [By people, Region] n.d., url

472

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal developments in Russia, Prisoners of Conscience [By cases] n.d., url; Russia,
????????? ?????? ?????????? ????????? ?? 13.06.1996 N 63-?? (???. ?? 31.07.2025) (? ???. ? ???., ?????. ?

https://jw-russia.org/news/2025/03/040924.html
https://jw-russia.org/news/2025/09/110833.html
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=3008
https://www.sova-center.ru/en/religion/publications/2025/05/d47105/
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=3007
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=3007
https://jw-russia.org/news/2025/09/241447.html
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=3007
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=3007
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/prisoners.html
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/prisoners.html
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/prisoners.html#layout=cases


???? ? 01.09.2025) [The Criminal Code of the Russian Federation of 13.06.1996 N 63-FZ (with amendments
and additions, effective from 1.09.2025)], 2025, url, Art 282.2

473

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal developments in Russia, Prisoners of Conscience [By people, Status] n.d., url

474

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal developments in Russia, Prisoners of Conscience [By people, Case initiation
date, 1 January 2024 – 31 December 2024] n.d., url

475

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal developments in Russia, Prisoners of Conscience [By people, Case initiation
date, 1 January 2025 – 3 October 2025] n.d., url

476

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal developments in Russia, Prisoners of Conscience [By people, Case initiation
date, 1 January 2024 – 3 October 2025, Status] n.d., url

477

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Legal developments in Russia, Prisoners of Conscience [By cases] n.d., url; Russia,
????????? ?????? ?????????? ????????? ?? 13.06.1996 N 63-?? (???. ?? 31.07.2025) (? ???. ? ???., ?????. ?
???? ? 01.09.2025) [The Criminal Code of the Russian Federation of 13.06.1996 N 63-FZ (with amendments
and additions, effective from 1.09.2025)], 2025, url, Art 282.2

478

OVD-Info, Online interview with EUAA, 21 October 2025

479

UN OHCHR, Report on the Human Rights Situation in Ukraine, 1 December 2024 – 31 May 2025, 30 June
2025, url, para. 75

480

Reuters, Russian Jehovah’s Witness jailed for managing extremist ‘cells’, 3 April 2025, url

481

Forum 18, Russia: more long jail sentences, removals of citizenship, 21 October 2025, url

482

Forum 18, Russia: more long jail sentences, removals of citizenship, 21 October 2025, url

https://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_10699/
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/prisoners.html
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/prisoners.html#layout=cases
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/prisoners.html#layout=cases
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/prisoners.html#layout=cases
https://www.jw-russia.org/en/prisoners.html#layout=cases
https://www.consultant.ru/document/cons_doc_LAW_10699/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/ukraine/2024/2025-06-30-pr42-ukraine-en.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-jehovahs-witness-jailed-managing-extremist-cells-2025-04-03/
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=3008
https://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=3008


483

Kommersant, ? ??????? ?????????? ????????? ????????? ?????????????? ??????????? ??????????? [In
Tambov, punishment for member of extremist religious organization was tightened], 23 October 2025, url

484

Human rights lawyer, Online interview with EUAA, 23 October 2025

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu 

https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/8142008
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

