
2.2.5. Taraba

2.2.5. Taraba

Taraba state is comprised of the following 16 LGAs: Ardo Kola, Bali, Donga, Gashaka, Gassol, Ibi, Jalingo,
Karim Lamido, Kurmi, Lau, Sardauna, Takum, Ussa, Wukari, Yorro, and Zing. The capital city is Jalingo.
819

The main ethnic groups include Fulani, Mumuye, Jukun, Jenjo, Kuteb, Chamba and Mambilla.820

UNFPA and the US Census Bureau projected the population of Taraba in 2022 at 3 609 843, based on figures
from the 2006 census figures.821

a) Conflict dynamics and main actors

For a general overview on actors in Nigeria, please see section 1.1 Main Actors.

A July 2024 report by the consulting firm Nextier did not identify any LGAs in Taraba as being part of what
it refers to as the ‘Northeast Belt of Insurgency’,822 although there was some reported activity of criminals
deployed by Boko Haram and ISWAP.823 The state has witnessed conflicts between farmers and herders,
824 kidnappings825 and banditry,826 including armed robberies.827 Southern Taraba, including Wukari
LGA, faced long-standing land disputes between ethnic Tiv and Jukun communities,828 with suspected
militia attacks on farmers resulting in casualties in April 2025829 and May 2025.830

Parts of Karim Lamido LGA saw recurrent communal clashes between herders and farmers, including in
Bandawa, Munga, and Fulani communities, resulting in multiple deaths.831 An intensification of attacks was
observed in May 2025 as eight youths were killed in Munga Dosso.832 Violence further escalated on 23 May
2025 when gunmen on motorcycles assaulted Munga Lelau and other nearby villages,833 killing dozens of
people.834 The attack on Munga Lelau, reportedly involving over 50 assailants,835 was attributed to Fulani
herdsmen.836 Attacks on farming communities also occurred in Bali LGA,837 including in the context of
tensions between Tiv residents and Fulani herders.838

b) Security incidents and impact on the population

In the period from 1 January 2024 to 31 August 2025, ACLED recorded 135 security incidents in Taraba
state that resulted in a total of 219 fatalities. Of these incidents, 54 were coded as battles, 10 as riots, and 71
as violence against civilians.839

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/nigeria-security-situation/11-main-actors


Figure 16: Evolution of security events coded as battles, explosions/remote violence, riots, and violence
against civilians in Taraba state, 1 January 2024 – 31 August 2025, based on ACLED data.840

Security incidents were recorded by ACLED in 15 LGAs of the state, with the highest number documented
in Karim Lamidu LGA (26 incidents), followed by Wukari (24) and Takum (23) LGAs. There was only one
LGA where no incidents were recorded. According to ACLED, unidentified armed groups, Taraba communal
militia and Fulani ethnic militia (coded as either ‘Actor1’ or ‘Actor2’) were involved in the majority of
incidents coded as violence against civilians.841

Nigeria Watch recorded that in 2024, six deaths resulted from incidents related to rural banditry (which
represents the country’s lowest number of fatalities linked to rural banditry in 2024) and 33 from
kidnappings.842 Gunmen suspected to be herders killed at least 40 people as they launched attacks in Karim
Lamido LGA on 23 May 2025.843

Conflict-related infrastructure damage - Multiple houses were set on fire in herder attacks in Munga
Lelau, Magami844 and Bandawa villages (Karim Lamido LGA)845 and in communal clashes in Wukari846
 and Bali LGAs.847

Road security - A deadly attack on commuters occurred along the Takum-Wukari highway (August 2024),
848 while several travellers were kidnapped on the Chinkai-Kente-Wukari road (August 2025).849 The road
through Chonku to Gor (Wukari LGA) was described as a ‘high tension route’ in terms of bandit activity.850

Displacement, movement and return - As of November 2024, IOM estimated the number of IDPs in
Taraba state at 62 564,851 compared to 65 589 as of September 2024. IOM lists communal clashes (82 %)
and insurgency (18 %) as the main reasons for displacement in the state.852 The 23 May 2025 attack on the
Munga Lelau community in Karim Lamido LGA resulted in the displacement of hundreds of residents.853
 No information could be found on returns in Taraba state during the reference period.

c) State response in maintaining law and order



The NAF’s 6 Brigade and Sector 3 of OPWS dismantled a number of bandit hideouts during clearance
operations in Takum, Donga,854 Karim Lamido855 and Wukari LGAs,856 arrested dozens of bandits857
 and a suspected criminal working for Boko Haram,858 and foiled a planned bandit attack on villages in
southern Taraba.859 Meanwhile, at the time when the deadly May 2025 attack on Munga Lelau was
launched, security forces were stationed in Bandawa and arrived at the scene only after the killings,860 while
residents in Ardo Kola LGA pointed to a lack of adequate security presence in their area, particularly during
nighttime.861
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