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Women and girls are trafficked for sexual exploitation throughout countries in Europe, including
Austria, Greece, Ireland, Latvia, Italy, Portugal, Sweden, Malta and Denmark.156 Black Axe has
been involved in the trafficking of Nigerian women for sex exploitation in Italy and France.157
Organised crime networks also transport Nigerian women and girls to mining regions within
Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Cote d’lvoire for sexual exploitation.158

Between 2017 and the first quarter of 2024, IOM facilitated the voluntary return of 4 877
Nigerian victims of trafficking; women and girls accounted for nearly 88 % of returnees across
various age groups. In the first quarter of 2024, 167 victims were returned to Nigeria under the
IOM programme, of whom 81 % were women and 19 % men. Of these 4 877 returned
individuals, 86 % were from the Southern part of Nigeria, mostly from Lagos (1 125), Edo (938),
and Delta (425). These women were mostly subjected to sexual exploitation and forced labour.
Without providing further details, IOM also pointed out that states such as Kano show a reverse
pattern, with a higher number of male victims; however, the overall figures in these areas
remain relatively low compared to other states.159

Domestically, traffickers recruit and force women, particularly from rural Southern regions into
sex trafficking and forced labour into urban centres.160 During the reference period, sources
reported on a surge in the phenomenon of so-called ‘baby-factories’161 - facilities disguised as
orphanages, religious centres, maternity homes162 or private medical clinics, where young
women are lured, impregnated and held until they give birth to infants, who are then sold163
and trafficked.164 (For more information see 2.2.5. Children victims of trafficking). Citing data
issued by a local human rights association, media outlets reported that over 200 underground
so-called ‘baby factories’ have been discovered and shut down by security agencies in the last
five years; however new facilities have opened to replace the closed ones. The practice is
especially prevalent in southern states such as Abia, Lagos, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu, and Imo.
165

Most of the victims of the so-called ‘baby-factories’ are minors,166 teenage girls, unmarried
young women.167 Poverty, ignorance, dysfunctional family structures, social stigma on
childlessness, and weak law enforcement are identified among the root causes of this
phenomenon.168 Traffickers often kidnap victims and keep them169 against their will,170 rape
and force them to carry and deliver children.171 Victims often receive money or something else
for giving birth to a child.172 In some cases, families facilitate the involvement of girls, while in
other cases victims themselves engage voluntarily for financial reasons.173 Some victims of so-
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called ‘baby-factories’ are recruited by traffickers through online platforms.174 Behind this
industry there is an ‘organised and highly coordinated commercial network of criminal
activities’.175 Various raids were conducted during 2024176 and 2025, uncovering so-called
‘baby factories’ and trafficking syndicates across the country.177 A thriving market exists for
infants among couples experiencing difficulties with childbearing. These individuals are often
willing to pay between 1 million naira (576 EUR) and 2 million naira (1 152 EUR) to acquire a
baby. Demand is generally higher for male infants, who are typically sold at a higher price
compared to female infants.178

In general, young women victims of trafficking in Nigeria - as in other African countries - are
recruited into sex work through forced abduction, by pressure from their parents and through
deceptive agreements between their parents and traffickers, including ‘unrecognized
representatives’ of criminal groups. In some cases, Nigerian women victims of trafficking often
do not see themselves as victims. Some actively seek out traffickers or are introduced by
relatives or friends in pursuit of economic opportunity. Poverty, conflict, poor education, social
pressure and cultural norms are key factors that make women vulnerable to traffickers.179

e 156

EC, Report from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European
Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on the progress made
in the European Union in combating trafficking in human beings (Fifth Report), 20 January
2025, url; CoE, Fourth Evaluation Rounder Measures to prevent and detect vulnerabilities
to human trafficking - Evaluation Report Austria, 11 March 2025, url, p. 5

e 157

Africa Center for Strategic Studies, Black Axe—Nigeria’s Most Notorious Transnational
Criminal Organization, 29 October 2024, url

e 158

USDOS, Trafficking in Persons Report 2024 - Nigeria, (covering April 2023 to March 2024),
24 June 2024, url; CTDC, Country Profile: Victims originating in Nigeria, n.d., url

e 159

IOM, Profile of Nigerian Victims of Human Trafficking since 2017, 31 March 2024, url, pp. 4-
7

e 160

USDOS, Trafficking in Persons Report 2024 - Nigeria, (covering April 2023 to March 2024),
24 June 2024, url

e 161

Guardian (The), HURIWA seeks emergency action on baby factories, child trafficking, 28
May 2025, url; Vanguard, NAPTIP decries surge in baby factories, sale of children across


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2025%3A8%3AFIN#footnote48
https://rm.coe.int/greta-evaluation-report-on-the-implementation-of-the-council-of-europe/1680b4b26a
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/black-axe-nigeria-transnational-organized-crime/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/nigeria/
https://www.ctdatacollaborative.org/story/victims-originating-nigeria#no-back
https://nigeria.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1856/files/documents/2024-07/vot-profil-q1-2024-v2.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/nigeria/
https://guardian.ng/news/nigeria/metro/huriwa-seeks-emergency-action-on-baby-factories-child-trafficking/#google_vignette

Nigeria, 20 May 2024, url

162

USDOS, Trafficking in Persons Report 2024 - Nigeria, (covering April 2023 to March 2024),
24 June 2024, url;

163

DW, Why Nigeria’s ‘baby factories’ continue to thrive, 18 March 2024, url; BBC News,
‘Pregnant’ for 15 months: Inside the ‘miracle’ fertility scam, 25 November 2024, url

164

Eziechine, A. O. and Esene. Q. O., Baby Factory Syndicate: An Emerging Trends of
Trafficking in Agunloye’s Disposable Womb, June 2024, url, p. 165

165

DW, Why Nigeria’s ‘baby factories’ continue to thrive, 18 March 2024, url; Guardian (The),
HURIWA seeks emergency action on baby factories, child trafficking, 28 May 2025, url

166

Vanguard, NAPTIP decries surge in baby factories, sale of children across Nigeria, 20 May
2024, url; DW, Why Nigeria’s ‘baby factories’ continue to thrive, 18 March 2024, url; BBC
News, ‘Pregnant’ for 15 months: Inside the ‘miracle’ fertility scam, 25 November 2024, url

167

Eziechine, A. O. and Esene. Q. O., Baby Factory Syndicate: An Emerging Trends of
Trafficking in Agunloye’s Disposable Womb, June 2024, url, p. 166

168

Guardian (The), HURIWA seeks emergency action on baby factories, child trafficking, 28
May 2025, url

169

Cable (The), NAPTIP rescues ‘nine pregnant women’ from Abuja baby factory, 23 January
2025, url; USDOQOS, Trafficking in Persons Report 2024 - Nigeria, (covering April 2023 to
March 2024), 24 June 2024, url

170

DW, Why Nigeria’s ‘baby factories’ continue to thrive, 18 March 2024, url; BBC News,
‘Pregnant’ for 15 months: Inside the ‘miracle’ fertility scam, 25 November 2024, url

171


https://www.vanguardngr.com/2024/05/naptip-decries-surge-in-baby-factories-sale-of-children-across-nigeria/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/nigeria/
https://www.dw.com/en/why-nigerias-baby-factories-remain-a-grim-reality/a-68595335
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c78dyryreyxo
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/381445017_Baby_Factory_Syndicate_An_Emerging_Trend_of_Trafficking_in_Agunloye's_Disposable_Womb
https://www.dw.com/en/why-nigerias-baby-factories-remain-a-grim-reality/a-68595335
https://guardian.ng/news/nigeria/metro/huriwa-seeks-emergency-action-on-baby-factories-child-trafficking/#google_vignette
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2024/05/naptip-decries-surge-in-baby-factories-sale-of-children-across-nigeria/
https://www.dw.com/en/why-nigerias-baby-factories-remain-a-grim-reality/a-68595335
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c78dyryreyxo
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/381445017_Baby_Factory_Syndicate_An_Emerging_Trend_of_Trafficking_in_Agunloye's_Disposable_Womb
https://guardian.ng/news/nigeria/metro/huriwa-seeks-emergency-action-on-baby-factories-child-trafficking/#google_vignette
https://www.thecable.ng/naptip-rescues-nine-pregnant-women-from-abuja-baby-factory/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/nigeria/
https://www.dw.com/en/why-nigerias-baby-factories-remain-a-grim-reality/a-68595335
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c78dyryreyxo

USDOS, Trafficking in Persons Report 2024 - Nigeria, (covering April 2023 to March 2024),
24 June 2024, url

e 172

Adegbite, A., Baby-Making Factories in Nigeria: A ‘Crime’ Begging for Legal Identity?, 14
June 2024, url, p. 71

« 173

BBC, Nigeria’s Miracle Baby Scammers - BBC Africa Eye Documentary [Online video], 25
November 2024, url

e 174

Cable (The), NAPTIP rescues ‘nine pregnant women’ from Abuja baby factory, 23 January

2025, url
. 175

Eziechine, A. O. and Esene. Q. O., Baby Factory Syndicate: An Emerging Trends of
Trafficking in Agunloye’s Disposable Womb, June 2024, url, p. 165

e 176
PLAC, Nigeria Annual Human Rights Report 2024, December 2024, url, p. 53
e 177

Cable (The), NAPTIP rescues ‘nine pregnant women’ from Abuja baby factory, 23 January
2025, url; Punch, Police bust Lagos baby factory, rescue 10 victims, 8 April 2025, url

e 178
DW, Why Nigeria’s ‘baby factories’ continue to thrive, 18 March 2024, url
e 179

UN Women, Assessment of national responses and strategies to combat and eliminate
trafficking in persons and forced migration in Africa, January 2024, url, pp. 5, 8

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu



https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/nigeria/
https://ssrn.com/abstract=4832365
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r62xSGw3kcI
https://www.thecable.ng/naptip-rescues-nine-pregnant-women-from-abuja-baby-factory/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/381445017_Baby_Factory_Syndicate_An_Emerging_Trend_of_Trafficking_in_Agunloye's_Disposable_Womb
https://placng.org/i/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Nigeria-Annual-Human-Rights-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.thecable.ng/naptip-rescues-nine-pregnant-women-from-abuja-baby-factory/
https://punchng.com/police-bust-lagos-baby-factory-rescue-10-victims/
https://www.dw.com/en/why-nigerias-baby-factories-remain-a-grim-reality/a-68595335
https://africa.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/policy_brief-_assessment_of_national_responses_and_strategies_to_combat_and_eliminate_trafficking_in_persons_tip_and_forced_migration_in_africa.pdf
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

