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As of March 2025, IOM reported that over 172 000 individuals in Iraq remained displaced across
12 governorates due to climate-related factors, highlighting the urgent need for climate
adaptation measures like sustainable water management, rural support, and urban planning.
1194 (See section 3.1 on Impact of climate change)

Climate-related challenges1195 triggered families’ displacement, impacted services for children
1196 and often led to violence, conflicts, and the growth of informal settlements.1197

Climate change has also negatively affected agriculture, the main livelihood for many returnees,
reducing economic stability and hindering durable solutions.1198 An increasing number of Iraqis
are moving to urban areas in search of employment due to the lack of arable land and the
disappearance of waterways essential for fishing.1199 Weak governance and poor resource
management exacerbate these issues, undermining stability.1200 Thi Qar1201 and Missan1202
governorates are particularly affected by drought-related displacement whereas limited access
to farmland and irrigation affect both returnees and displaced people.1203

1194

UNSG, Implementation of resolution 2732 (2024) Report of the Secretary-General, 30 May
2025, url, para 33

1195

UNSG, Implementation of resolution 2732 (2024) Report of the Secretary-General, 30 May
2025, url, para 33

1196

UNICEF, Humanitarian Action for Children, Iraq – Highlights, url, p. 1; UNSG,
Implementation of resolution 2732 (2024) Report of the Secretary-General, 30 May 2025,
url, para 33

1197

Georgetown Security Studies Review, Drought in the Land of Plenty: The Impacts of
Climate Change on Iraqi

https://iraq.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/S2025323_EN.pdf
https://iraq.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/S2025323_EN.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/149836/file/2024-HAC-Iraq(1).pdf
https://iraq.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/S2025323_EN.pdf


1198

WFP, Iraq-Annual Country Report 2024, 13 May 2025, url, p. 10

1199

HRW, Iraq’s Climate Crisis is a Human Rights Crisis, 27 March 2025, url

1200

Georgetown Security Studies Review, Drought in the Land of Plenty: The Impacts of
Climate Change on Iraqi

1201

IDMC, NRC, Global Report on Internal Displacement 2025 (GRID), 13 May 2025, url, p. 48

1202

WFP, Iraq Annual Country Report 2024 Country Strategic Plan 2020 – 2025, 5 February
2025, url, p. 26

1203

IDMC, NRC, Global Report on Internal Displacement 2025 (GRID), 13 May 2025, url, p. 48;
WFP, Iraq Annual Country Report 2024 Country Strategic Plan 2020 – 2025, 5 February
2025, url, p. 26

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu 

https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000165418/download/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/03/27/iraqs-climate-crisis-human-rights-crisis
https://api.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/idmc-grid-2025-global-report-on-internal-displacement.pdf?_gl=1*1gr0c5g*_ga*MTE4OTE2MTk5LjE3NDkwMjg3OTI.*_ga_PKVS5L6N8V*czE3NDkwMjg3OTEkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDkwMjg4OTgkajM1JGwwJGgw
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000165418/download/
https://api.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/idmc-grid-2025-global-report-on-internal-displacement.pdf?_gl=1*1gr0c5g*_ga*MTE4OTE2MTk5LjE3NDkwMjg3OTI.*_ga_PKVS5L6N8V*czE3NDkwMjg3OTEkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDkwMjg4OTgkajM1JGwwJGgw
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000165418/download/
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

