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2.4.3. Ismailis

The Ismailis (Isma’ilis) are an offshoot of Shia Islam352 with a population in Syria estimated at around
250 000.353 They are concentrated in and around the cities of Masyaf354 and Salamiyah in Hama
governorate355 and Qadmus, in Tartous governorate.356 Salamiyah, which has the highest concentration of
Ismaili,357 is home to the Syrian National Ismaili Council, and has emerged as a key centre of local
governance in eastern Hama following the Assad’s ouster. The Ismaili Council, historically unaffiliated with
armed groups or regime military leaders, played a crucial mediating role in facilitating the peaceful handover
of the area to HTS on 4 December 2024. Since then, the Council has taken on administrative duties,
supported civil engagement, operated a volunteer security force alongside local police, and formed a joint
civilian-military security committee to address violations.358

In the coastal city of Qadmus (Tartous governorate) similar cooperation has developed. According to local
Ismailis, volunteers have helped bolster understaffed government police units, receiving small arms support
and administrative backing from both the new HTS-aligned leadership and the Assad regime-era mukhtar.
However, their collaboration with the new authorities has drawn violent backlash from pro-Assad Alawite
factions. In late February and early March, attacks killed three Ismaili volunteers and officials. During the
March uprising in the coastal areas, Ismailis in Qadmus protected interim government forces from insurgents
and negotiated their safe exit, actions that led to further threats from loyalist communities.359

Ismailis were not represented in the transitional government announced in late March.360

No additional information was found regarding the treatment of Ismailis by state and non-state actors within
the time constraints of this report.

 

352

MRG, Isma’ili Shi’a in Syria, March 2018, url

353

BBC News, ??? ???? ?????? ??????? ??????? ?????? ???????? [How does sectarian and ethnic diversity shape
Syrian identity?], 11 March 2025, url

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/coi/syria/2025/country-focus/24-ethno-religious-minorities/243-ismailis
https://minorityrights.org/communities/ismaili-shia/
https://www.bbc.com/arabic/articles/cdx9g2j08yvo


354

Waters, G., Inside Hayat Tahrir al-Sham’s diplomatic offensive with Syria’s Christians and Ismailis, Atlantic
Council, 19 March 2025, url

355

Waters, G., Inside Hayat Tahrir al-Sham’s diplomatic offensive with Syria’s Christians and Ismailis, Atlantic
Council, 19 March 2025, url; Simerg, Syria: Ismaili Institutions inform Ismailis worldwide that the
community is safe, with latest updates from world media, 10 December 2024, url

356

MRG, Isma’ili Shi’a in Syria, March 2018, url

357

USDOS, 2023 Report on International Religious Freedom: Syria, 26 June 2024, url

358

Waters, G., Inside Hayat Tahrir al-Sham’s diplomatic offensive with Syria’s Christians and Ismailis, Atlantic
Council, 19 March 2025, url

359

Waters, G., Inside Hayat Tahrir al-Sham’s diplomatic offensive with Syria’s Christians and Ismailis, Atlantic
Council, 19 March 2025, url

360

Harmoon Center for Contemporary Studies, Syria’s New Transitional Government: Ambitions and
Challenges, 8 April 2025, url

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/hts-diplomatic-offensive-with-minorities/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/hts-diplomatic-offensive-with-minorities/
https://simerg.com/2024/12/10/ismaili-institutions-inform-ismailis-worldwide-that-the-community-in-syria-is-safe/
https://minorityrights.org/communities/ismaili-shia/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/syria/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/hts-diplomatic-offensive-with-minorities/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/hts-diplomatic-offensive-with-minorities/
https://www.harmoon.org/en/researches/syria-13/
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

