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2.5.3. Galmudug - Checkpoints and road security

In Galmudug, the relative scarcity of checkpoints can be attributed in part to the success of the local actors
revenue sharing mechanism1138 and in part to under-reporting issues.1139 For an overview on checkpoints
at country level see section 1.7 and Map 4.

UNOCHA reported on humanitarian partners in Xarardheere who experienced ‘extended’ delays at
checkpoints, demands for bribes and other protection concerns.1140 In another case, a humanitarian team
was reportedly stopped at a checkpoint by clan militia and denied passage while the militia was looking for
members of another clan.1141 In February 2025, government forces and allied militias attacked an Al-
Shabaab-controlled checkpoint in Xarardheere district that was allegedly used to extort money from civilians
and travellers.1142

In September 2023, Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for two car bomb attacks in Dhuusamarreeb, targeting
the road to the town’s main airport and a checkpoint within the town. The attack happened while President
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud was residing in the town to continue the mobilisation against Al-Shabaab.1143 In
July 2024, Al-Shabaab stole arms and ammunition in an attack on a government-escorted convoy in
Abudwak district near the Ethiopian border. The weapons had been smuggled into the country and had been
seized by the government forces.1144 In July 2024, the SNA reportedly cleared the road between
Mesagaway and Barak-Sheikh Amir in Galgaduud region from landmines planted by Al-Shabaab.1145 Mine
clearing operations by government forces were also taking place in Ceel Dheere district in December 2023,
1146 and on the roads along the Hirshabelle-Galgaduud border regions in May 2024.1147 Several local
media reported on landmine explosions killing or injuring civilians, including near Galcad in July 2023,1148
 near Ceel Dheer district,1149 and in the Heraale area in July 2024.1150

 

1138

Schouten P., Telephone interview, 13 March 2025

1139

Schouten P., Paying the price – The political economy of checkpoints in Somalia, 2023, url, p. 27

1140

UNOCHA, Somalia: Humanitarian Access Snapshot: 1 October to 31 December 2024, 2 January 2025, url,
p. 3

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/coi/somalia/2025/security-situation/25-galmudug/253-galmudug-checkpoints-and-road-security
https://euaa.europa.eu/coi/somalia/2025/security-situation/1-general-description-security-situation-somalia/17-checkpoints-and-road-security-somalia
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-07/Map%204.jpg
https://riftvalley.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Paying-the-Price_Final-Reduced3-reduced.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/attachments/a5e9b474-7b80-4c38-88f2-6eb13f313888/Somalia%20Humanitarian%20Access%20Snapshot%2001%20October%20to%2031%20December%202024%29%20-%20As%20of%2031%20December%202024.pdf


1141

UNOCHA, Somalia: Humanitarian Access Snapshot: 1 April to 30 June 2024, 8 August 2024, url, p. 1

1142

Hiiraan Online, Somali forces kill six Al-Shabaab militants in a military operation in Harardhere district,
21 February 2025, url

1143

Garowe Online, Twin Al-Shabaab morning car bomb attack targets Somalia, 28 September 2023, url

1144

UNSG, Situation in Somalia, S/2024/698, 27 September 2024, url, para. 15

1145

SMN, Somali National Army Clears Mines, Enhances Connectivity in Galgaduud Region, 14 July 2024, url

1146

Somaliland, Somalia army retakes control of El-Dheer, Galgaduud region from Al-Shabaab, 21 December
2023, url

1147

SD, Somalia: Danab Sources clear land mines in Galmudug and Hirshabelle, 29 May 2024, url

1148

Daljir, Land mine blast in Somalia leaves three dead, 17 July 2023, url

1149

Halqabsi News, Landmine Explosion in Galgaduud Kills One, Injures Another, 31 July 2024, url; Hiiraan
Online, A landmine explosion kills one civilian, injures another one in Galgadud region, 31 July 2024, url

1150

SMN, Tragic Landmine Incident Claims Lives of Children in Somalia, 11 July 2024, url

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2025 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu 

https://reliefweb.int/attachments/89bf63e9-5198-49d1-ae98-1c88037dcef3/2024%20-%20Quarter%202%20-%20Access%20Snapshot%20Final.pdf
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2025/Feb/200354/somali_forces_kill_six_al_shabaab_militants_in_a_military_operation_in_harardhere_district.aspx
https://www.garoweonline.com/en/news/somalia/twin-al-shabaab-morning-car-bomb-attack-targets-somalia
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4062844/files/S_2024_698-EN.pdf?ln=en
https://shabellemedia.com/somali-national-army-clears-mines-enhances-connectivity-in-galgaduud-region/
https://www.somaliland.com/news/somalia-army-retakes-control-of-el-dheer-galgaduud-region-from-al-shabaab/
https://www.somalidispatch.com/latest-news/somalia-danab-sources-clear-land-mines-in-galmudug-and-hirshabelle/
https://daljir.com/land-mine-blast-in-somalia-leaves-three-dead/
https://halqabsi.com/2024/07/landmine-explosion-in-galgaduud-kills-one-injures-another/
https://www.hiiraan.com/news4/2024/July/197319/a_landmine_explosion_kills_one_civilian_injures_another_one_in_galgadud_region.aspx
https://shabellemedia.com/tragic-landmine-incident-claims-lives-of-children-in-somalia/
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

