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1.8.3. Treatment in Al-Shabaab controlled areas

Al-Shabaab courts have issued death sentences for homosexualsin the recent past. In early 2017, Al-Shabaab
reportedly executed two Somali men who had been accused of being gay.779 Already in 2013, it was
reported within the (diaspora-based) Somali Gay Community that ‘ 18-year-old Mohamed Ali Baashi was
stoned to death for sodomy by Al-Shabaab’.780 These cases were also reported by ILGA (International
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association).781 According to the Finnish Immigration Service,
Al-Shabaalb’ s own radio station, Radio Andalus, reported in November 2018 that the organisation had
executed a young man in Hiraan province on charges of homosexuality.782 It added that the Swedish
Foreign Ministry found that men suspected of homosexuality have been punished by rape in addition to the
death penalty. However, thisinformation was difficult to verify. In general, the number of people convicted
of homosexuality is thought to be higher; most likely, case reporting is limited by fear.783
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