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4.1.1. Making asylum systems more resilient

Section 4.4.2 Legislation changes

Legislative and policy debates in 2024 centred around building resilient and efficient asylum
systems. For example, legislative changes in Finland116 and Francell7 did not reform the
asylum procedure itself but considered access to the asylum procedure (see Section 3),
shortened the length of the residence permit granted to beneficiaries of international protection
(see Section 8) and aimed to make returns more efficient (see Box 5). Reform initiatives were
launched, for example in Belgium,118 but changes in the government resulted in a change of
direction to adapt to the new government’s policy and the implementation of the Pact. For
example, the new government in the Netherlands aims to move towards the strictest ever
asylum system.119

In Switzerland, 5 years after the complete revision of the Asylum Act and procedures, a
collaborative process among the confederation, cantons, cities and municipalities was launched
to elaborate a new comprehensive asylum strategy. One objective is to rapidly remove
unfounded asylum applications from the asylum system and devote more resources to victims of
persecution.120 The Portuguese government approved an action plan on migration, which
includes several measures to restructure and increase the resources of the newly-established
Agency on Integration, Migration and Asylum (AIMA) to strengthen its efficiency.121

Initiatives to further digitalise asylum procedures continued in 2024. Major projects were
ongoing in Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Ireland and the Netherlands. The new director of
the Norwegian Directorate for Migration (UDI) committed to digitalising the whole migration
sector, including developing a new IT and case management system for the agency.122 These
initiatives work towards the IT infrastructure which is necessary for requirements of the Pact.

After the adoption of the legislative package of the Pact on Migration and Asylum in June 2024,
EU+ countries started preparations for its implementation and organised working groups and
task forces (usually overseen by the Ministry of the Interior) to draft their National
Implementation Plan by the end of 2024. National authorities identified areas where the most
challenges would be faced, such as ensuring adequate coordinating structures and sufficient
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financial and human resources.

Anticipating the needs, the Bulgarian State Agency for Refugees (SAR) recruited new staff and
further trained existing staff,123 including through staff exchanges to other national authorities.
124 The national budget dedicated to asylum authorities was significantly increased in Ireland
125 and Lithuanial26 so new employees could be recruited and trained. To reduce costs in the
asylum sector in Switzerland, the recruitment of additional staff was approved in order to tackle
the backlog of pending cases and to achieve substantial savings.127 While Italian authorities
planned to increase the number of staff, the number of employees in fact decreased in 2024 due
to a high turnover. Administrative staff of the National Asylum Commission and the Territorial
Commissions in Italy went on strike demanding better working conditions in May 2024.128 High
turnover and difficulties in recruiting and training new staff were challenging for the Croatian
authorities as well.

Some governments committed to a swift implementation of the Pact. For example, two draft
laws were already approved by the German federal government,129 and the Federal Minister of
the Interior stated that the cabinet was counting on a rapid and comprehensive implementation
of the new rules.130 The new Dutch government expressed its wish to opt out of CEAS in case of
EU Treaty amendments, while it considered the implementation of the Pact to be essential for
limiting the influx of migrants to the Netherlands and thus pledged to prioritise its
implementation.131

e 11

()]

472/2024 Laki ulkomaalaislain muuttamisesta [472/2024 Act on Amendments to the Aliens
Actl], 5 July 2024. 666/2024 Laki ulkomaalaislain muuttamisesta [666/2024 Act on
Amendments to the Aliens Act], 22 November 2024.

e 11

~

Loi n° 2024-42 du 26 janvier 2024 pour contréler I'immigration, améliorer I'intégration (1)
[Law No 2024-42 of 26 January 2024 for controlling immigration and improving integration
(1)1, January 26, 2024.

e 11

(o]

European Migration Network. (2024, January 10). Nicole de Moor presents new migration
code to replace and clarify outdated legislation.

e 11

(]

Government | Rijksoverheid. (2024, September 13). Minister Faber: The Netherlands will
have the strictest asylum regime ever. Government | Rijksoverheid. (2024, September 13).
Regeerprogramma - Hoofdstuk 2. Grip op asiel en migratie [Governtment Programme -
Chapter 2. Getting a grip on asylum and migration]. Government | Rijksoverheid. (2024,
October 25). Brief over nadere afspraken uitvoering hoofdstuk 2 Hoofdlijnenakkoord (Grip
op asiel en migratie) [Letter on further discussions on the implementation of Chapter 2 of
the Main Lines Agreement (Control over asylum and migration)]. RefugeeHelp. (2024,



https://www.finlex.fi/en/legislation/collection/2024/472?language=fin&highlightId=5582&highlightParams=%7B%22type%22%3A%22BASIC%22%2C%22search%22%3A%22472%2F2024%22%7D#OT2
https://www.finlex.fi/en/legislation/collection/2024/472?language=fin&highlightId=5582&highlightParams=%7B%22type%22%3A%22BASIC%22%2C%22search%22%3A%22472%2F2024%22%7D#OT2
https://www.finlex.fi/en/legislation/collection/2024/666?language=fin&highlightId=2578&highlightParams=%7B%22type%22%3A%22BASIC%22%2C%22search%22%3A%22666%2F2024%22%7D#OT7
https://www.finlex.fi/en/legislation/collection/2024/666?language=fin&highlightId=2578&highlightParams=%7B%22type%22%3A%22BASIC%22%2C%22search%22%3A%22666%2F2024%22%7D#OT7
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/loi/2024/1/26/IOMV2236472L/jo/texte
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/loi/2024/1/26/IOMV2236472L/jo/texte
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/loi/2024/1/26/IOMV2236472L/jo/texte
https://emnbelgium.be/news/nicole-de-moor-presents-new-migration-code-replace-and-clarify-outdated-legislation
https://emnbelgium.be/news/nicole-de-moor-presents-new-migration-code-replace-and-clarify-outdated-legislation
https://www.government.nl/latest/news/2024/09/13/minister-faber-the-netherlands-will-have-the-strictest-asylum-regime-ever
https://www.government.nl/latest/news/2024/09/13/minister-faber-the-netherlands-will-have-the-strictest-asylum-regime-ever
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/regering/regeerprogramma/2-grip-op-asiel-en-migratie
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/regering/regeerprogramma/2-grip-op-asiel-en-migratie
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/kamerstukken/2024/10/25/brief-over-nadere-afspraken-uitvoering-hoofdstuk-2-hoofdlijnenakkoord-grip-op-asiel-en-migratie
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/kamerstukken/2024/10/25/brief-over-nadere-afspraken-uitvoering-hoofdstuk-2-hoofdlijnenakkoord-grip-op-asiel-en-migratie
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/kamerstukken/2024/10/25/brief-over-nadere-afspraken-uitvoering-hoofdstuk-2-hoofdlijnenakkoord-grip-op-asiel-en-migratie

October 24). The government is not declaring an 'asylum crisis' after all, but is working on
very strict rules for asylum.

12

o

State Secretariat for Migration | Staatssekretariat fir Migration | Secrétariat d’Etat aux
migrations | Segreteria di Stato della migrazione. (2024, July 5). Asile : Confédération,
cantons, villes et communes élaborent une nouvelle stratégie [Asylum: Confederation,
cantons, cities and municipalities develop a new strategy]. State Secretariat for Migration |
Staatssekretariat fiir Migration | Secrétariat d’Etat aux migrations | Segreteria di Stato
della migrazione. (2024, November 21). Le comité de pilotage met a jour la stratégie
globale en matiere d’asile [The steering comittee updates global asylum strategy]

121

Agency for Integration, Migration, and Asylum | Agéncia para a Integracao Migracdes e
Asilo. (2024, June 28). Publicado diploma que prorroga o prazo relativo a validade dos
documentos e vistos [Decree extending the period of validity of documents and visas
published]. Decreto-Lei n.2 41-A/2024 [Decree-Law No 41-A/2024], 28 June 2024.

122

Norwegian Directorate of Immigration | Utlendingsdirektoratet. (2024, October 7).
Utlendingsforvaltningen far nytt IT- og saksbehandlingssystem [The Immigration Service is
getting a new IT and case management system]. government | Regjeringen. (2024,
September 30). Utlendingsforvaltningen far nytt IT- og saksbehandlingssystem [The
Immigration Service is getting a new IT and case management system].

12

State Agency for Refugees at the Council of Ministers | Obp>XaBHaTa areHuua 3a
6exxaHunTe npu MuHuctepckmnsa cbeeT. (2024, April 30). MpnKAOYM N3NBJIHEHNETO Ha
MPOEKTHUTE OENHOCTU, MUHAHCUPAHM OT HopBeXXKNSA MUHAHCOB MEXaHU3BM, MPOrpamMeH
nepuopg 2014-2021 r [The implementation of the project activities financed by the
Norwegian Financial Mechanism, programming period 2014-2021 has been completed].

124

State Agency for Refugees at the Council of Ministers | Obp>XaBHaTa areHuua 3a
6exxaHunTe npu MnHuctepckmnsa cbeeT. (2024, March 1). ObmsaHa Ha onuT BbB PepepasiHa
cnyx6a 3a murpaums n bexxadum (BAMF) [Exchange of experience at the Federal Office for
Migration and Refugees (BAMF)].

12

Department of Justice | An Roinn Dli agus Cirt. (2024, October 1). Minister McEntee secures
record €3.9bn Budget.

12

)]


https://www.refugeehelp.nl/en/asylum-seeker/news/100461-the-government-is-not-declaring-an-asylum-crisis-after-all-but-is-working-on-very-strict-rules-for-asylum
https://www.refugeehelp.nl/en/asylum-seeker/news/100461-the-government-is-not-declaring-an-asylum-crisis-after-all-but-is-working-on-very-strict-rules-for-asylum
https://www.sem.admin.ch/sem/fr/home/sem/medien/mm.msg-id-101774.html
https://www.sem.admin.ch/sem/fr/home/sem/medien/mm.msg-id-101774.html
https://www.sem.admin.ch/sem/fr/home/sem/medien/mm.msg-id-101774.html
https://www.sem.admin.ch/sem/fr/home/sem/medien/mm.msg-id-103252.html
https://www.sem.admin.ch/sem/fr/home/sem/medien/mm.msg-id-103252.html
https://aima.gov.pt/pt/noticias/publicado-diploma-que-prorroga-o-prazo-relativo-a-validade-dos-documentos-e-vistos
https://aima.gov.pt/pt/noticias/publicado-diploma-que-prorroga-o-prazo-relativo-a-validade-dos-documentos-e-vistos
https://aima.gov.pt/pt/noticias/publicado-diploma-que-prorroga-o-prazo-relativo-a-validade-dos-documentos-e-vistos
https://diariodarepublica.pt/dr/detalhe/decreto-lei/41-a-2024-870297959
https://www.udi.no/aktuelt/utlendingsforvaltningen-far-nytt-it--og-saksbehandlingssystem/
https://www.udi.no/aktuelt/utlendingsforvaltningen-far-nytt-it--og-saksbehandlingssystem/
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/utlendingsforvaltningen-far-nytt-it-og-saksbehandlingssystem/id3055854/
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/utlendingsforvaltningen-far-nytt-it-og-saksbehandlingssystem/id3055854/
https://aref.government.bg/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8/%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BB%D1%8E%D1%87%D0%B8-%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BF%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8-%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%82-%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%BC%D0%B5%D1%85%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BC
https://aref.government.bg/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8/%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BB%D1%8E%D1%87%D0%B8-%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BF%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8-%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%82-%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%BC%D0%B5%D1%85%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BC
https://aref.government.bg/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8/%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BB%D1%8E%D1%87%D0%B8-%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BF%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8-%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%82-%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%BC%D0%B5%D1%85%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BC
https://aref.government.bg/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8/%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BB%D1%8E%D1%87%D0%B8-%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BF%D1%8A%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8-%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%82-%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%BC%D0%B5%D1%85%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7%D1%8A%D0%BC
https://aref.government.bg/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8/%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BC%D1%8F%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%82-%D0%B2%D1%8A%D0%B2-%D1%84%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B6%D0%B1%D0%B0-%D0%BC%D0%B8%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B8-%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%86%D0%B8-bamf
https://aref.government.bg/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8/%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BC%D1%8F%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%82-%D0%B2%D1%8A%D0%B2-%D1%84%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B6%D0%B1%D0%B0-%D0%BC%D0%B8%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B8-%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%86%D0%B8-bamf
https://aref.government.bg/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8/%D0%BE%D0%B1%D0%BC%D1%8F%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%82-%D0%B2%D1%8A%D0%B2-%D1%84%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B6%D0%B1%D0%B0-%D0%BC%D0%B8%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%B8-%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%86%D0%B8-bamf
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b8364-minister-mcentee-secures-record-39bn-budget/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/b8364-minister-mcentee-secures-record-39bn-budget/

Migration Department | Migracijos Departamentas. (2024, January 10). Didesnis atlyginimy
fondas ir reformos teigiamai jtakos Migracijos departamento veiklg, pagerins klienty
aptarnavima, leis pritraukti naujy specialisty [A larger salary fund and reforms will
positively affect the Migration Department's activities, improve customer service, and
attract new specialists].

e 127

State Secretariat for Migration | Staatssekretariat fir Migration | Secrétariat d’Etat aux
migrations | Segreteria di Stato della migrazione. (2024, June 10). Un train de mesures
pour réduire les colts dans le domaine de |'asile [A package of measures to reduce costs
in the area of asylum]

e 12

(0]

Italian General Confederation of Labour - Public Function | Funzione Publica -
Confederazione Generale Italiana del Lavoro. (2024, May 24). Min. Interno - Sciopero
nazionale 24 maggio 2024 Commissione Nazionale per il diritto D’Asilo e Commissioni
Territoriali per il riconoscimento della Protezione Internazionale [Ministry of the Interior -
National strike 24 May 2024 National Commission for the Right of Asylum and Territorial
Commissions for the recognition of International Protection].

e 12

(e]

Federal Ministry of the Interior and Community | Bundesministerium des Innern und fur
Heimat. (2024, November 6). Reform des Gemeinsamen Europaischen Asylsystems:
Kabinett beschliel3t Gesetzentwlrfe zur Umsetzung [Reform of the Common European
Asylum System: Cabinet adopts draft laws to implement it].

e 13

o

Federal Ministry of the Interior and Community | Bundesministerium des Innern und fur
Heimat. (2024, October 10). Innere Sicherheit starken, irregulare Migration zurlickdrangen
[Strengthening internal security, pushing back irregular migration].

e 131

Ministry for Asylum and Migration | Ministerie van Asiel and Migratie. (2024, September
18). Letter to Commissioner Johansson.

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu



https://www.migracija.lt/lt/-/didesnis-atlyginim%c5%b3-fondas-ir-reformos-teigiamai-%c4%aftakos-migracijos-departamento-veikl%c4%85-pagerins-klient%c5%b3-aptarnavim%c4%85-leis-pritraukti-nauj%c5%b3-specialist%c5%b3?redirect=/lt/naujienos
https://www.migracija.lt/lt/-/didesnis-atlyginim%c5%b3-fondas-ir-reformos-teigiamai-%c4%aftakos-migracijos-departamento-veikl%c4%85-pagerins-klient%c5%b3-aptarnavim%c4%85-leis-pritraukti-nauj%c5%b3-specialist%c5%b3?redirect=/lt/naujienos
https://www.migracija.lt/lt/-/didesnis-atlyginim%c5%b3-fondas-ir-reformos-teigiamai-%c4%aftakos-migracijos-departamento-veikl%c4%85-pagerins-klient%c5%b3-aptarnavim%c4%85-leis-pritraukti-nauj%c5%b3-specialist%c5%b3?redirect=/lt/naujienos
https://www.migracija.lt/lt/-/didesnis-atlyginim%c5%b3-fondas-ir-reformos-teigiamai-%c4%aftakos-migracijos-departamento-veikl%c4%85-pagerins-klient%c5%b3-aptarnavim%c4%85-leis-pritraukti-nauj%c5%b3-specialist%c5%b3?redirect=/lt/naujienos
https://www.migracija.lt/lt/-/didesnis-atlyginim%c5%b3-fondas-ir-reformos-teigiamai-%c4%aftakos-migracijos-departamento-veikl%c4%85-pagerins-klient%c5%b3-aptarnavim%c4%85-leis-pritraukti-nauj%c5%b3-specialist%c5%b3?redirect=/lt/naujienos
https://www.sem.admin.ch/sem/fr/home/sem/medien/mm.msg-id-100958.html
https://www.sem.admin.ch/sem/fr/home/sem/medien/mm.msg-id-100958.html
https://www.sem.admin.ch/sem/fr/home/sem/medien/mm.msg-id-100958.html
https://www.fpcgil.it/2024/05/06/min-interno-sciopero-nazionale-24-maggio-2024-commissione-nazionale-per-il-diritto-dasilo-e-commissioni-territoriali-per-il-riconoscimento-della-protezione-internazionale/
https://www.fpcgil.it/2024/05/06/min-interno-sciopero-nazionale-24-maggio-2024-commissione-nazionale-per-il-diritto-dasilo-e-commissioni-territoriali-per-il-riconoscimento-della-protezione-internazionale/
https://www.fpcgil.it/2024/05/06/min-interno-sciopero-nazionale-24-maggio-2024-commissione-nazionale-per-il-diritto-dasilo-e-commissioni-territoriali-per-il-riconoscimento-della-protezione-internazionale/
https://www.fpcgil.it/2024/05/06/min-interno-sciopero-nazionale-24-maggio-2024-commissione-nazionale-per-il-diritto-dasilo-e-commissioni-territoriali-per-il-riconoscimento-della-protezione-internazionale/
https://www.fpcgil.it/2024/05/06/min-interno-sciopero-nazionale-24-maggio-2024-commissione-nazionale-per-il-diritto-dasilo-e-commissioni-territoriali-per-il-riconoscimento-della-protezione-internazionale/
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/pressemitteilungen/DE/2024/11/kabinett-geas.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/pressemitteilungen/DE/2024/11/kabinett-geas.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/pressemitteilungen/DE/2024/11/kabinett-geas.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/kurzmeldungen/DE/2024/10/ji-rat.html
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/kurzmeldungen/DE/2024/10/ji-rat.html
https://open.overheid.nl/documenten/dpc-0834e3ae479a8166f90f0eb64bd458ef18c238d3/pdf
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

