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The Iranian Penal Code stipulates corporal punishments for a wide range of offences, including death
penalty, crucifixion, limb amputation, blinding, stoning, retributive ‘eye for an eye’ punishments, flogging,
etc. Flogging could be used as a punishment for at least 148 offences, while the punishment of amputation
was used for 20 offences. In some cases, the punishment is at the discretion of the judge [Country Focus
2024, 3.2.].

Please also refer to Article 15(a) QD/QR: death penalty or execution.

Corporal punishments, such as those described above, would meet the requirements of serious harm under
Article 15(b) QD/QR.

Where there is no nexus to a reason for persecution under the refugee definition, and there is a reasonable
degree of likelihood for the individual to be subjected to corporal punishment, this risk would qualify under
Article 15(b) QD/QR.

Exclusion considerations may be relevant.

See other contents related to Torture or inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment:

4.2.1. Healthcare and socio-economic conditions
4.2.2. Arbitrary arrests, illegal detention and prison conditions
4.2.3. Corporal punishments
4.2.4. Criminal violence

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2025 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu 

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iran-2025/423-corporal-punishments
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_06_EUAA_COI_Report_Iran_Country_Focus.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_06_EUAA_COI_Report_Iran_Country_Focus.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iran-2025/41-article-15a-qdqr-death-penalty-or-execution
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iran-2025/7-exclusion
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iran-2025/421-healthcare-and-socio-economic-conditions
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iran-2025/422-arbitrary-arrests-illegal-detention-and-prison-conditions
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iran-2025/424-criminal-violence
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

