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The analysis below is based on the following EUAA COI reports and query: COI Update 2024, 2.3; Security
2024, 1.4; Country Focus 2024, 1.2, 1.2.1; Targeting 2022, 9.1. Country Guidance should not be referred to
as source of COI.

The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) is a Salafi jihadist militant group, designated by the UN and
internationally sanctioned as a terrorist organisation, whose goal is the establishment and expansion of a
caliphate. 

ISIL was declared militarily defeated in December 2017. End of 2023, it was reported that ISIL was
operating in a survival mode and was unable to launch larger complex attacks. ISIL was maintaining a low-
grade insurgency in rural areas, with most of its attacks occurring in Diyala, Kirkuk and Salah-al-din
governorates. Asymmetric attacks carried out by ISIL were also recorded in Anbar, Baghdad and Ninewa
governorates. However, in 2024, sources observed a resurgence of ISIL in Iraq. ISIL attacks mostly targeted
the ISF and, to a lesser extent, the PMF. Killings and kidnappings of civilians were also reported as part of
ISIL-related incidents. 

In its earlier campaign to ‘purify’ its territory according to its takfir doctrines, ISIL had committed violations,
such as mass casualty attacks, forced displacements, abductions, systematic and widespread killings of those
not in conformity with their ideology, and sexual violence, including sexual slavery. More recent reports
show that ISIL has continued targeting several categories of individuals such as individuals perceived to be
opposed to them (see  3.5 Individuals perceived to be opposed to ISIL), collaborators of Western armed
forces (see  3.6. (Perceived) collaborators of Western armed forces, organisations, or companies), as well as
ethnic and religious minorities (see 3.10. Religious and ethnic minorities).

 

See other topics concerning actors of persecution or serious harm:

2.1. The Iraqi Federal State actors
2.2. Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF)
2.3. Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) authorities
2.4. The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)
2.5. Tribes

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/24-islamic-state-iraq-and-levant-isil
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_08_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q59_Iraq_Major_political_security_human_rights_socio_economic_developments.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_05_EUAA_COI_Report_Iraq_Security_Situation.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_05_EUAA_COI_Report_Iraq_Security_Situation.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_05_EUAA_COI_Report_Iraq_Country_Focus.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2022_01_EUAA_COI_Report_Iraq_Targeting_of_individuals.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/35-individuals-perceived-be-opposed-isil
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/36-perceived-collaborators-western-armed-forces-organisations-or-companies
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/310-religious-and-ethnic-minorities
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/21-iraqi-federal-state-actors
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/22-popular-mobilisation-forces-pmf
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/23-kurdistan-regional-government-krg-authorities
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/25-tribes


2.6. Other actors 
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