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2.1. The Iraqi Federal State actors

COMMON ANALYSIS
Last update: November 2024

The analysis below is based on the following EUAA COI reports: Security 2024, 1.4; Country Focus 2024
, 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.3, 1.5, 1.6. Country Guidance should not be referred to as source of COI.

The Iraqi Federal State actors comprise both the armed security forces as well as non-armed state authorities.
The Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) consist of military and security forces, including army’s ground forces, the
Counter Terrorism Service (CTS) and the Federal Police. The army’s ground forces together with the CTS,
reportedly comprise approximately 180 000 troops, while the Federal Police has about 36 000 troops. The
Federal Police has been trained in anti-ISIL ground combat, leading to a focus on a more paramilitary role at
the expense of traditional policing duties. PMF are also generally considered State actors, see 2.2. Popular
Mobilisation Forces (PMF).

During the reference period, the ISF conducted anti-ISIL operations in Kirkuk, Diyala, Anbar, Salah-al-din
governorates and near Baghdad by carrying out airstrikes and engaging in clashes resulting in the killing of
suspected ISIL militants.

The ISF have been involved in committing a wide range of human rights violations against different
categories of individuals. For example, ISF have been reported to have conducted unlawful killings, forced
disappearance, arbitrary arrests and detentions, torture, forced confessions against individuals with perceived
ISIL affiliation (see 3.1. Individuals with perceived ISIL affiliation) Individuals with perceived ISIL
affiliation and their family members (see  3.1.2. Family members of individuals with perceived ISIL
affiliation) were also prevented from accessing civil documents necessary to access basic services and were
restricted in their freedom of movement. Furthermore, persons perceived as critical of the authorities, such as
political activists, protesters and journalists (see 3.3 Human rights and political opposition activists,
protesters and other perceived critics of the authorities) have been subjected to different forms of
mistreatment. The Iraqi authorities have further used legal provisions to silence criticism or combat
behaviours deemed indecent, while law enforcement officers have perpetrated violence with impunity
towards persons with diverse SOGIESC (see 3.7. Persons with diverse SOGIESC).

 

See other topics concerning actors of persecution or serious harm:

2.1. The Iraqi Federal State actors

https://www.euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/21-iraqi-federal-state-actors
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_05_EUAA_COI_Report_Iraq_Security_Situation.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2024_05_EUAA_COI_Report_Iraq_Country_Focus.pdf
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/22-popular-mobilisation-forces-pmf
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/22-popular-mobilisation-forces-pmf
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/31-persons-perceived-be-affiliated-isil
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/312-family-members-individuals-perceived-isil-affiliation
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/312-family-members-individuals-perceived-isil-affiliation
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/33-human-rights-and-political-opposition-activists-and-protesters-and-other-perceived-critics-authorities
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/33-human-rights-and-political-opposition-activists-and-protesters-and-other-perceived-critics-authorities
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-iraq-2024/37-persons-diverse-sogiesc-also-referred-lgbtiq-persons


2.2. Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF)
2.3. Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) authorities
2.4. The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)
2.5. Tribes
2.6. Other actors 
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