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5.3. Article 15(c) QD: indiscriminate violencein
situations of armed conflict

Following the fall of the Assad regime in December 2024, this document has been reviewed and updated.
Please consult 'Interim Country Guidance: Syria (2025)'

COMMON ANALYSIS
Last update: April 2024

Article 15(c) QD

This section focuses on the application of the provision of Article 15(c) QD. Under Article 2(f) QD in
conjunction with Article 15(c) QD, subsidiary protection is granted where ‘ substantial grounds have been
shown for believing that the person would face areal risk of suffering serious harm’ defined as serious and
individual threat to a civilian’slife or person by reason of indiscriminate violence in situations of
international or internal armed conflict.

Each element of the provision is addressed in a separate subsection.

The contents of this section include:

5.3.1. Preliminary remarks
5.3.2. Armed conflict (international or internal)
5.3.3. Qualification of aperson asa'civilian’
5.3.4. Indiscriminate violence
o Aleppo
o Damascus
Dar’'a
Deir Ez-Zor
Hama
Hasaka
Homs
Idlib
Latakia
Quneitra

Ragga
Rural Damascus

o Sweida
o Tartous
e 5.3.5. Serious and individual threat
e 5.3.6. Qualification of the harm as ‘threat to (acivilian’s) life or person
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https://www.euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria/53-article-15c-qd-indiscriminate-violence-situations-armed-conflict
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria/53-article-15c-qd-indiscriminate-violence-situations-armed-conflict
https://euaa.europa.eu/interim-country-guidance-syria
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32011L0095
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32011L0095
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/531-preliminary-remarks
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/532-armed-conflict-international-or-internal
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/533-qualification-person-civilian
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2023/534-indiscriminate-violence
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/aleppo
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/damascus
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/dara
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/deir-ez-zor
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/hama
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/hasaka
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/homs
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/idlib
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/latakia
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/quneitra
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/raqqa
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/rural-damascus
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/sweida
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2024/tartous
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2023/535-serious-and-individual-threat-0
https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria-2023/536-qualification-harm-threat-civilians-life-or-person-0

e 5.3.7. Nexus/’ by reason of’
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