News Published: 21 November 2023

EU Justice and Home Affairs Agencies meet in Malta to discuss
prioritiesover thenext 5years
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Between 20 — 21 November, the EUAA’ s Executive Director, Nina GREGORI, hosted senior
representatives of the nine EU Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) Agenciesin Malta. In a recorded
message, European Commissioner for Home Affairs Ylva JOHANSSON paid tribute to the Agencies
work ascritical implementersof the EU’sprioritiesin the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice; as
Europe facesincreasing geopolitical instability and the current legislativeterm drawsto a close.

This week, the European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA) under its Presidency of the EU Justice and
Home Affairs Agencies Network (JHAAN), welcomed senior representatives of all nine Agenciesto Malta.
European Commissioner Ylva JOHANSSON paid tributeto the work of the Agencies since 2019.
Commissioner Johansson noted in particular the expanded mandates of the EUAA and EU Drugs Agency, as
critical enablersof the EU’spriorities.

The upcoming Belgian Presidency of the Council highlighted its priorities on internal security, including
stepping up the fight against drug trafficking, migrant smuggling, and organised crime; aswell ason
asylum and migration. In this context, the work of the 9 EU JHA Agencies will be a priority in the coming
months, including in efforts to conclude the Pact on Migration and Asylum, within the current EU
legidlature. Given the increasingly interwoven nature of the internal and external dimensions of Justice and
Home Affairs, the European External Action Service (EEAS) outlined possible synergies with the JHAAN.

The Agencies' representatives took stock of the implementation of the five thematic priorities of the EUAA’s
2023 Presidency of the JHAAN; namely Digitalisation, the EU Green Deal, Information provision in
mixed migration situations, Cyber security, and the Communication and Promotion of the Network. Taken


https://euaa.europa.eu/partners/eu-stakeholders#section111-1
https://euaa.europa.eu/partners/eu-stakeholders#section111-1
https://euaa.europa.eu/news-events/new-eu-agency-asylum-starts-work-reinforced-mandate
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/06/27/council-gives-final-green-light-to-creation-of-eu-drugs-agency/

together they provide an important framework, both for reviewing the Agencies' past operational
accomplishments, as well as their upcoming priorities. In this context, the delegates shared their insights with
the development of horizontal strategies that guide and prepare these bodies to face the challenges to come.

About the JHAAN

The JHA Agencies’ Network includes nine EU agencies: the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE),
the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA), the European Union Agency

for Asylum (EUAA), the EU Agency for the Operational Management of Large-Scale IT Systemsin the Area
of Freedom, Security and Justice (eu-LISA), the EU Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation (Eurojust), the
EU’s Law Enforcement Agency (Europol), the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), the European
Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex) and The EU Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL).

Any further information may be obtained from the Eur opean Union Agency for Asylum’s Press Office
at the following email addr esses:

e Press Office: press@euaa.europa.eu

e Andrew McKinlay, Press Officer: andrew.mckinlay @euaa.europa.eu

e Anis Cassar, Spokesperson: anis.cassar@euaa.europa.eu
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