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4.8.3 Types of detention facilities and
capacity

In 2020, some EU+ countries increased the capacity of detention facilities,
particularly in case of a mass influx of third-country nationals and return
o procedures. For example, Bulgaria increased the capacity of two pre-removal

facilities (Busmantsi and Lyubimets) from 700 to 1,060 persons. The increase
highlights the rise in using detention after the strict COVID-19 confinement measures were lifted
following the first wave of the pandemic' 701 In total, 1,487 new persons were placed in pre-
removal facilities between July and September 2020, marking a significant increase from the 193
persons who were held in a pre-removal facility during the previous 3-month period (April to June
2020). At of the end of September 2020, there was a total of 523 detainees, the majority being
from Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria.

Similarly, in Czechia, regional offices of the Return Unit in detention centres in Béla-Jezova,
Balkova and Vysni Lhoty were established during autumn 2020 to ensure the swift and effective
voluntary return of rejected applicants under the “Strengthening of the Ministry of the Interior’s
Capacities in Return” project, which is financed by AMIF.

Finland launched a project on 31 August 2020 to prepare legislative amendments on the possibility
of a mass influx of migrants.702 The legislative proposal, which will be submitted in autumn 2021,
aims to create a flexible framework for the immediate increase of detention capacity in the event
of a mass influx of migrants, among other changes.

Temporary establishments were used in Slovenia to accommodate detainees. To this end,
containers outside of the Centre for Foreigners were used. 703

Due to the migratory pressure in Greece as a result of the events at the Evros border, in March
2020 the Ministry of Migration and Asylum created temporary detention camps in Malakasa (Attica)
and Kleidi (Serres) for newly-arrived asylum seekers, which were operated as open accommodation
centres later that month. The facilities accommodate third-country nationals who entered the
country illegally. 704 Through a joint pilot project, a separated closed detention area is planned for
the new Multi-Purpose Reception and Identification Centre (MPRIC) in Lesvos.705

In Poland, one detention centre (Przemysl) was transformed from a general detention centre (for
single men, single women and families with children) to a male detention centre. The authorities
noted that the pandemic situation showed that not many places were needed for families with
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children, who were often provided with an alternative to detention.

The CPT noted that the Irish authorities need to create a designated centre for immigration
detainees, specifically designed for that purpose.706 Pending the opening of such a centre, the CPT
requested that immigration detainees should be allocated designated cells on a quiet enhanced
wing at Cloverhill Prison. In its response to the CPT report, the Irish authorities stated that work was
completed on a new Block F in Cloverhill Prison which was intended to be used to accommodate
persons detained for immigration purposes and to ensure they can be housed separate from other
remand prisoners 707 - this was postponed in 2020 because the wing was used as an isolation unit
for suspected cases of COVID-19. While this will address the situation in the immediate term, work
is also proceeding on the consideration of a longer-term sustainable and compliant solution.
Similarly, in Cyprus, the increasing use of police stations for detention purposes raised concerns as
the conditions and prolonged duration of the measures were inadequate.708

Denmark plans to increase the capacity of its detention facility (Ellebaek Detention Centre) to
accommodate detained asylum seekers. As noted in the government’s response to CPT, 709 the
project was postponed to 2021 because of the pandemic. Similar initiatives were announced in
Belgium to construct additional centres in Zandvliet (200 places) and Jumet (120 places) and to
expand the 127bis and Merksplas centres, bringing total capacity to 1,066 places. 710

The Swedish Migration Agency reduced the number of detention places from 520 to just under 300
to reduce the occupancy rate in accordance with COVID-19-related requirements which were
defined by the Swedish Public Health Agency. However, a new detention centre near Gothenburg
was established and plans were underway for detention facilities in northern Sweden. Cyprus also
reduced the capacity of the Menogeia detention centre to 128, in line with recommendations of
independent national authorities and European agencies. 711

[701] See in details: European Asylum Support Office. (2020, June 2). COVID-19 emergency measures in asylum and reception systems.
[sites/default/files/covid19-emergency-measures-asylum-reception-systems.pdf ; European Asylum Support Office. (2020, July 15). COVID-19
emergency measures in asylum and reception systems: Issue No 2. /sites/default/files/publications/covid19-emergency-measures-asylum-
reception-systems-issue-2.pdf; European Asylum Support Office. (7 December 2020). COVID-19 emergency measures in asylum and reception
systems: Issue No 3. /sites/default/files/publications/COVID-
19%20emergency%20measures%20in%20asylum%20and%?20reception%20systems-December-2020 _new.pdf

[702] Ministry of the Interior | Sisdministeri6. (2020, August 3). Development of legislation contributes to preparedness for mass influx of
migrants. https://intermin.fi/en/-/development-of-legislation-contributes-to-preparedness-for-mass-influx-of-migrants

[703] AIDA Slovenia. (2021). Country Report: Slovenia - 2020 Update . Edited by ECRE. Written by Legal-Informational Centre for NGOs (PIC).
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AIDA-SI_2020update.pdf

[704] Council of Europe. (19 November 2020). Response of the Greek Government to the report of the European Committee for the Prevention
of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) on its visit to Greece from 13 to 17 March 2020.
https://rm.coe.int/1680a06a87%20

[705] European Commission. (2 December 2020). Annex to the Commission Decision approving the Memorandum of Understanding between
the European Commission, European Asylum Support Office, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, Europol and the Fundamental
Rights Agency, of the one part, and the Government of Hellenic Republic, of the other part, on a Joint Pilot for the establishment of a new Multi-
Purpose Reception and Identification Centre in Lesvos: C(2020) 8657 final . https://ec.europa.eu/home-
affairs/sites/default/files/pdf/03122020_memorandum_of_understanding_en.pdf

[706] Council of Europe. (24 November 2020). Report to the Government of Ireland on the visit to Ireland carried out by the European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 23 September to 4 October 2019 .
https://rm.coe.int/1680a078cf

[707] Council of Europe. (2020, November 24). Response of the Government of Ireland to the report of the European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) on its visit to Ireland from 23 September to 4 October 2019 .



https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/covid19-emergency-measures-asylum-reception-systems.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/covid19-emergency-measures-asylum-reception-systems-issue-2.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/covid19-emergency-measures-asylum-reception-systems-issue-2.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/COVID-19%20emergency%20measures%20in%20asylum%20and%20reception%20systems-December-2020_new.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/COVID-19%20emergency%20measures%20in%20asylum%20and%20reception%20systems-December-2020_new.pdf
https://intermin.fi/en/-/development-of-legislation-contributes-to-preparedness-for-mass-influx-of-migrants
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AIDA-SI_2020update.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/1680a06a87%20
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/default/files/pdf/03122020_memorandum_of_understanding_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/default/files/pdf/03122020_memorandum_of_understanding_en.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/1680a078cf

https://rm.coe.int/1680a078d1

[708] AIDA Cyprus. (2021). Country Report: Cyprus - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Cyprus Refugee Council.
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AIDA-CY_2020update.pdf

[709] Council of Europe. (2020, January 7). Report to the Danish Government on the visit to Denmark carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 3 to 12 April 2019. https://rm.coe.int/1680996859;
Council of Europe. (2020, September 1). Response of the Danish Government to the report of the European Committee for the Prevention of
Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) on its visit to Denmark from 3 to 12 April 2019.

https://rm.coe.int/16809f65d6

[710] AIDA Belgium. (2021). Country Report: Belgium - 2020 Update . Edited by ECRE. Written by Vluchtelingenwerk Vlaanderen (Flemish
Refugee Action). https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AIDA-BE_2020update.pdf

[711] United Nations, Human Rights Committee. (2020, November 26). Fifth periodic report submitted by Cyprus under article 40 of the
Covenant pursuant to the optional reporting procedure, due in 2020 .
https://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=6QkG1d%2fPPRiICAqhKb7yhsiBplnyOL074j5cSzp5g425XmZw8iKuULMAFBOty5EMJCVs

< >

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu



https://rm.coe.int/1680a078d1
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AIDA-CY_2020update.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/1680996859
https://rm.coe.int/16809f65d6
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AIDA-BE_2020update.pdf
https://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=6QkG1d%2fPPRiCAqhKb7yhsiBp1nyOLo74j5cSzp5g425XmZw8iKuULMAFBOty5EMJCVswsq7E57kwzijunzn9ImJet27fwGsxnEqvcCXhxh5sDxHPwJYbpSKY0qPPLsxB
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/asylum-report-2021
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/easo-asylum-report-2021/484-conditions-detention-facilities
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

