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4.10.2 Accessing legal aid

To mitigate the restrictive measures during the COVID-19 pandemic and to continue access to legal assistance,
many countries organised information sessions on legal aid, either individually, for examplein Slovakia, in
smaller groups in Germany or by replacing face-to-face interaction with phone and video calls, such asin Italy8%®

and Spain.810 |n Sweden, arrangements were also made to have the legal representative participate from a
separate room seated with the applicant, and the interpreter or legal representatives could also choose to participate by
telephone. In Switzerland, the number of participants in the same room during a personal interview was reduced, because
preference was given to physical participation of the legal representative in the interview. Indeed, most countries
implemented digital solutionsto provide remote legal counselling and the presence of alegal representative by phone or
videoconferencing during the personal interview. This was the case in Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and
Switzerland.

In 2020, some countries also adopted new legislation or policies on accessing legal assistance and representation. Existing
projects were expanded and cooperation with other stakeholders was strengthened. For example, Bulgaria aligned its nationa
law to better reflect the recast Asylum Procedures Directive. As such, recent amendments to the Law on Refugees and
Asylum, introduced by SG 89/2020811, states expressly in Article 23(2) that state authorities have an obligation to ensure
access to legal aid by asylum applicants. In addition, an AMIF-funded project on providing legal aid to vulnerable applicants
was extended until 31 July 2021. In 2020, 818 asylum applicants received legal aid under this project during afirst instance
procedure.812 The project also covers the appeal phase but only after the case has been submitted to the court. For
counselling, drafting and submitting an appeal, asylum applicants and beneficiaries of international protection rely on the
support of NGOs, namely the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee.813

Similarly, an amendment to the Law on the Legal Status of Foreigners814 in Lithuania extended the state-guaranteed legal
aid during an asylum procedure, while previously-free legal aid was ensured only to appeal an asylum decision at first and
second instancesX!Viil A cooperation agreement was signed between the State Border Guard Service and the Lithuanian Red
Cross Society for the provision of psychological, social and legal support to vulnerable foreigners, including asylum
applicants 81>

An AMIF-funded project to provide legal assistance, including to vulnerable applicants and beneficiaries, was implemented
in Romaniain 2020 to cover all stages of the asylum procedure. The implementation continued in 2021 through another
project.816

In Croatia, the AMIF-funded project, ‘ Providing legal advice in the process of granting international protection’ ended in
March 2020, and a new project was approved in July 2020. The public tender for this project was launched but had to be
annulled because none of the applications met the criteria. In 2020, a new project, “Croatian Asylum network”, which is
financed through the STEP UP Fund, provides capacity-building to NGOs on refugee protection and inclusion, by the Dutch
Council for Refugees will build a network of civil society organisations working on asylum and migration. The organisations
will launch an online platform to connect all stakeholders that provide legal assistance to applicants and beneficiaries of
international protection, fostering an exchange of views on legisiation and practice. The project will run until April 2021.817

In Slovenia, an AMIF-funded project ended in April 2020 which enabled the Legal Informational Centre to provide legal
representation for applicantsin the first instance procedure. No new call for projects was launched, and the organisation
continued to provide free legal aid on asmaller scale in the framework of a UNHCR project.818 First instance decisions were
provided by the Migration Directorate jointly with alist of legal advisors and in afew instances asylum applicants did not
manage to establish contact before the appeal deadline expired.819

UNHCR supported asylum appllcants in Greece by providing legal assistance in administrative detention, in reception
centres and to homeless people.820 The assistance was provided through a programme coordinated by UNHCR with funding
from the European Commission, Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs and the European Economic Area
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(EEA) grants and aims to help Greece in building a more effective asylum system.821

Greece adopted Decision No 3686 of 24 March 2020, which clarified extensively theright to free legal aid during a second
instance procedure and the activities covered by the appointed state lawyer.822 In order to ensure services and adequate
knowledge on international protection issues, registered lawyers must follow atraining programme organised by EASO or
other bodies, such as UNHCR. The same decree stipulates that lawyers can perform their duties by teleconferencing with
asylum applicants. However, while both civil society organisations and state authorities tried to remedy the situation, the
legal aid system in Greece continued to face serious challenges in 2020 (including the requirement to authenticate signatures
by public authoritiesin order to authorise legal representation, which made it practically impossible for applicants lacking
identity documents to seek legal aid.823 There were also cases of authorities refusing to authorise signatures.824

In addition, legidative amendments to Law No 4636/2019 on “International Protection and other provisions’g’ and the
amendments to Law No 4686/2020 on “Improvement of immigration legislation” 826 reduced the timelines in the asylum
procedure, and civil society organisations noted that the short timeframes obstructed many applicants from consulting a
lawyer in time.827

NGOs mentioned that there was insufficient communication from state authorities on the modalities to conduct remote
interviews with the presence of legal representatives, in addition to unclarity about accessto legal counselling in the new
reception facilities in Lesvos.828 HIAS Greece reported on asylum applicants accommodated in Chios and Moria being fined
by police officers for violating restrictive measures while travelling to seek legal counsel from civil society organisations.822

In 2020, UNHCR continued to implement the project, “ Strengthening Asylum in Cyprus’, through the NGOs Future World
Centre and Cyprus Refugee Council, by providing three lawyers who assisted and represented asylum applicants and
beneficiaries of international protection. Through the project, 400 persons received legal assistance out of approximately
19,000 pending applications.830

According to Decree No 2020-1717 of 28 December 2020 in France831, as of 1 January 2021 all legal aid requests, including
from asylum applicants, could be submitted through an online tele-service application, “FRANCE CONNECT”. For the
implementation of this measure, an Order of 19 March 2021 was adopted for the creation of the automated processing of
personal data, called the "Legal Aid Information System".832

Nonetheless, civil society organisations raised concerns over the course of 2020 about the hindered or insufficient access to
legal assistance and representation, including due to COVID-19 restrictions,832 at the border (for example in Croatia, 834
Greece, 83 |taly,836 Poland837 and Switzerland838), in detention centresin Estonia,839 France,840 Malta, 841 and Spain,842
andin reé:%)ti on facilities and remote private accommodation in Croatia, 843 Cyprus,844.(Pournara camp) Greece34° and
Portugal .=

Croatian authorities underlined that third-country nationals in areturn procedure were entitled to free legal aid and noted that
applicants in self-isolation could continue to communicate with their legal representative by e-mail or phone.

To address concerns and improve the situation in Portugal, the Ministry of Internal Administration, Ministry of Justice and
the Bar Association signed a protocol in November 2020, which aimed to guarantee state provided legal assistance to
foreigners who are refused entry to the territory at international airports. According to the protocol, the Immigration and
Border Service (SEF) provides financial resources to appoint alawyer for free at all international airports in Portugal, and the
SEF makes itsfacilities available for the consultations between the lawyer (appointed or chosen) and the foreigner.

In Switzerland, Asylex raised concerns about the lack of legal assistance and representation for rejected asylum applicants
kept in administrative detention pending expulsion, and detailed the situation in its report to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, following a call for comments on the Draft General Comment No 5 (2020) on migrants
rights to liberty and freedom from arbitrary detention.84 Similarly, as Spain faced increased arrivals of migrants on the
Canary Islands in October and November 2020, the Spanish Lawyers General Council848 and civil society organisations842
reported on the difficultiesin receiving legal assistance upon arrival and prior to return procedures to the country of origin.
To overcome the challenges, UNHCR started to support the providers of free legal assistance with training and guidance on
the Canary Islands in January 2021.8%0

Some national courts received requests by applicants for legal aid and the right to afair trial in line with the provisionsin the
Asylum Procedures Directive. For example, in Sweden, the Migration Court of Appeal referred a case back to the Migration
Agency for failure to provide legal assistance to minor asylum applicants. The court stated that refusing legal aid by
anticipating the outcome of a case should be applied only exceptionally, especialy in international protection matters.



Temporary extensions

With the adoption of temporary COVID-19 ordonnances in Switzerland, adjustments were made to allow decisionsto be
taken when the legal representative could not be present at an interview for the extended procedure.851 Although civil
society organisations criticised the measure on the absence of representation at an interview, the State Secretariat for
Migration confirmed that it was rarely used in practice and only at the beginning of the pandemic.852

In France, the time limit for requesting legal aid in an appeal against a negative decision was extended due to COVID-19 by
ordonnances adopted in March and May 2020.853

During COVID-19 restrictions, Germany acknowledged the difficultiesin seeking legal advice or representation in case of a
negative decision and enhanced cooperation with federal states to support onsite legal assistance and accessto legal
remedies. When applicants had mandated legal representatives, rejected decisions were communicated directly to their

lawyer who could contest it on behalf of the applicant.854

[xlviii] Previously, the law provided access to freelegal aid from the state for appeal against first and second instance decisions.

[809] Centro Astalli per I'assistenza agli immigrati. (2021). Input to the EASO Asylum Report 2021.
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Centro-Astalli-assistenza-immigrati-ODV.pdf
[810] Abogacia Espafiola. (2021). Input to the EASO Asylum Report 2021.

https://easo.europa.eu/sites/defaul t/fil es/ Abogac¥eC3%A Da%20Espa%C3%B 1ol a8%020-%20CGAE. pdf
[811] 222222222022 2 2020070 2 0000070900 N2 000 N 020000002 2 00000007, 02002022 202072 222?89/ 2020 ? [Act amending and supplementing the

............................................................... ) 0000000 L0l0lel 000

Asylum and Refugees Act, State Gazette number 89/2020], October 13, 2020. https://parliament.bg/bg/laws/1D/157505

[812] AIDA Bulgaria. (2021). Country Report: Bulgaria - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Bulgarian Helsinki Committee.
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/upl oads/2021/02/A1 DA-BG_2020update.pdf

[813] AIDA Bulgaria. (2021). Country Report: Bulgaria - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Bulgarian Helsinki Committee.
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/upl oads/2021/02/AIDA-BG_2020update.pdf

[814] X111-3412 Lietuvos Respublikos ?statymo ,D? uZsienie?? teisin?s pad?ties* Nr. 1X-2206 pakeitimo ?statymas [X111-3412 Law amending the Law of the
Republic of Lithuania“On the Legal Status of Aliens” No 1X-2206]. https.//e-seimas.Irs.It/portal/legal Act/It/TAD/d9581ac124e611eb8c97e01ffe050elc
[815] European Web Site on Integration. (2020, June 10). Lithuanian Red Cross and State Border Guard Service sign an agreement to provide assistance to
foreigners. https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/lithuanian-red-cross-and-state-border-guard-servi ce-sign-an-agreement-to-provide-assi stance-to-
foreigners

[816] General Inspectorate of Immigration | Inspectoratul General pentru Imigr ?ri. (2020). FAMI 19.01.01. http://igi.mai.gov.ro/ro/proiecte/fami-190101
[817] AIDA Croatia. (2021). Country Report: Croatia - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Croatian Law Centre. https://asylumineurope.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/05/A1DA-HR_2020update. pdf

[818] AIDA Slovenia. (2021). Country Report: Sovenia - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Legal-Informational Centre for NGOs (PIC).
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/upl oads/2021/03/AIDA-SI_2020update.pdf

[819] AIDA Slovenia. (2021). Country Report: Sovenia - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Legal-Informational Centre for NGOs (PIC).
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/upl oads/2021/03/AI DA-SI_2020update.pdf

[820] United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (December 2020). Greece Factsheet December 2020.

https:.//data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/detail /84481

[821] United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (2020, December 4). 2?77?77 2?27 22972 22?22?0000 2222000072 22°0° 22°00000°0°0°0° 202 2997°77?

YceYob4%ocf %689%cf %681%0ceYoh 7%ocf %84%ce¥bad%oct %682-%ce¥ha%eceoh1%ce¥oh9-Yocf %68d%ocf %680%ce%h1%6cf %684%0ce%oh7-

YceYob1%cf %81%ce¥obcYecedobf Yoct %683%cf %684%0ce%oh5%ce¥baf YoceYoh1-Yocf %683%cf %685%ceYohd¥oceYohd%oct %681%ceYoacyoceYohcyoce¥obf .html
No 3686/2020 Government Gazette 1009/ ?/24-03-2020 Legal aid provision to applicants for international protection], March 24, 2020. http://www.et.gr/
[823] Danish Refugee Council. (2021). Input to the EASO Asylum Report 2021. https://easo.europa.eu/sites/defaul t/filess DRC-Dani sh-Refugee-Council .pdf
[824] Refugee Support Aegean (RSA) et a. (January 2021). The Workings of the Screening Regulation: Juxtaposing proposed EU rules with the Greek
reception and identification procedure. https://rsaegean.org/wp-content/upl oads/2021/01/Screening_Greece_Correlation.pdf

[825] N??72?2 27 22772, 4636 722? 22277272 7200277770 72 207 72207770, 7277772 72? A 169/2019 [Law No 4636 on international protection and other
provisions, Government Gazette A 169/2019]. https://asylo.gov.gr/wp-content/upl oads/2020/05/%CE%9D .-4636.2019-%CE%A 6%CE%95%CEY09A -
169.%CE%91.1.11.2019.pdf

4251/2014 (Gov.Gaz. A’ 80). Gov. Gaz. 96/ 2/12-5-2020], May 12, 2020. https://asylo.gov.gr/wp-content/upl oads/2020/05/%CE%9D-4686-2020.pdf
[827] Danish Refugee Council. (2021). Input to the EASO Asylum Report 2021. https://easo.europa.eu/sites/defaul t/filessDRC-Danish-Refugee-Council .pdf ;
METAdrasi. (2021). Input to the EASO Asylum Report 2021. https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/filess M ETAdrasi .pdf



https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Centro-Astalli-assistenza-immigrati-ODV.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Abogac%C3%ADa%20Espa%C3%B1ola%20-%20CGAE.pdf
https://parliament.bg/bg/laws/ID/157505
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/AIDA-BG_2020update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/AIDA-BG_2020update.pdf
https://e-seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalAct/lt/TAD/d9581ac124e611eb8c97e01ffe050e1c
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/lithuanian-red-cross-and-state-border-guard-service-sign-an-agreement-to-provide-assistance-to-foreigners
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/lithuanian-red-cross-and-state-border-guard-service-sign-an-agreement-to-provide-assistance-to-foreigners
http://igi.mai.gov.ro/ro/proiecte/fami-190101
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AIDA-HR_2020update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AIDA-HR_2020update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AIDA-SI_2020update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AIDA-SI_2020update.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/84481
https://www.unhcr.org/gr/17823-%ce%b4%cf%89%cf%81%ce%b7%cf%84%ce%ad%cf%82-%ce%ba%ce%b1%ce%b9-%cf%8d%cf%80%ce%b1%cf%84%ce%b7-%ce%b1%cf%81%ce%bc%ce%bf%cf%83%cf%84%ce%b5%ce%af%ce%b1-%cf%83%cf%85%ce%bd%ce%b4%cf%81%ce%ac%ce%bc%ce%bf.html
https://www.unhcr.org/gr/17823-%ce%b4%cf%89%cf%81%ce%b7%cf%84%ce%ad%cf%82-%ce%ba%ce%b1%ce%b9-%cf%8d%cf%80%ce%b1%cf%84%ce%b7-%ce%b1%cf%81%ce%bc%ce%bf%cf%83%cf%84%ce%b5%ce%af%ce%b1-%cf%83%cf%85%ce%bd%ce%b4%cf%81%ce%ac%ce%bc%ce%bf.html
https://www.unhcr.org/gr/17823-%ce%b4%cf%89%cf%81%ce%b7%cf%84%ce%ad%cf%82-%ce%ba%ce%b1%ce%b9-%cf%8d%cf%80%ce%b1%cf%84%ce%b7-%ce%b1%cf%81%ce%bc%ce%bf%cf%83%cf%84%ce%b5%ce%af%ce%b1-%cf%83%cf%85%ce%bd%ce%b4%cf%81%ce%ac%ce%bc%ce%bf.html
http://www.et.gr/
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/DRC-Danish-Refugee-Council.pdf
https://rsaegean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Screening_Greece_Correlation.pdf
https://asylo.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/%CE%9D.-4636.2019-%CE%A6%CE%95%CE%9A-169.%CE%91.1.11.2019.pdf
https://asylo.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/%CE%9D.-4636.2019-%CE%A6%CE%95%CE%9A-169.%CE%91.1.11.2019.pdf
https://asylo.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/%CE%9D-4686-2020.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/DRC-Danish-Refugee-Council.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/METAdrasi.pdf

https://www.gcr.gr/media/lk2/attachments/PR_Lesvos 20200917.pdf

[829] Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society. (19 May 2020). Theinstructions for the resumption of the operation of the Asylum Service lead to violations of the
fundamental rights of asylum seekers. https://www.hias.org/sites/defaul t/files/greece-statement_-_rejection_decisions to 1789 asylum_seekers.pdf ; Equal
Rights Beyond Borders. (August 2020). Communication in Accordance with Rule 9.2. of the Rules of the Committee of Ministers Regarding the Supervision of
the Execution of Judgments and of Terms of Friendly Settlementsin the M.SS. and Rahimi Groups v. Greece (Application Nos. 30696/09, 8687/08) .
https://equal-rights.org/site/assets/files/1259/dh-dd_2020 715e.pdf

[830] AIDA Cyprus. (2021). Country Report: Cyprus - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Cyprus Refugee Council. https://asylumineurope.org/wp-
content/upl0ads/2021/04/A1DA-CY _2020update. pdf

[831] Décret No 2020-1717 du 28 décembre 2020 portant application de laloi n° 91-647 du 10 juillet 1991 relative al'aide juridique et relatif al'aide
juridictionnelle et al'aide al'intervention de I'avocat dans les procédures non juridictionnelles, JUST2022778D [Decree n° 2020-1717 of December 28, 2020
implementing Law n° 91-647 of July 10, 1991 relating to legal aid and relating to legal aid and assistance for the intervention of lawyersin non-judicial
proceedings, JUST2022778D]. https.//www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/decret/2020/12/28/JUST 2022778D/|ol/texte

[832] Arrété du 19 mars 2021 portant création d'un traitement automatisé de données a caractére personnel dénommeé « Systéme d'information de l'aide
juridictionnelle », JUST2108062A [Order of March 19, 2021 creating an automated processing of personal data called "Legal aid information system”,
JUST2108062A], March 19, 2021. https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/arrete/2021/3/19/JUST2108062A/jo/texte

[833] Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Brussels Office. Input to the EASO Asylum Report 2021. https://easo.europa.eu/sites/defaul t/fil es/Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung-
Brussels-Office.pdf

[834] Are You Syrious. (2021). Input to the EASO Asylum Report 2021. https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Are-Y ou-Syrious-AY S.pdf ; Border Violence
Monitoring Network. (2021). Input to the EASO Asylum Report 2021. https://easo.europa.eu/sites/defaul t/files’BVMN.pdf ; Centre for Peace Studies | Centar
zamirovne studije. (2021, January 19). Centre for Peace Studies's third-party intervention in the European Court of Human Rights.
https://www.cms.hr/en/pravna-pomoc-azil-i-statusna-pitanja/cms-kao-umj esac-na-europskom-sudu-za-| judska-prava

[835] Equa Rights Beyond Borders. (August 2020). Communication in Accordance with Rule 9.2. of the Rules of the Committee of Ministers Regarding the
Supervision of the Execution of Judgments and of Terms of Friendly Settlementsin the M.SS. and Rahimi Groups v. Greece (Application Nos. 30696/09,
8687/08). https.//equal-rights.org/site/assets/files/1259/dh-dd_2020_715e.pdf

[836] Association for Juridical Studies on Immigration | Associazione per gli Studi Giuridici sull'lmmigrazione (2020, March). Ombrein frontiera. Politiche
informali di detenzione e selezione dei cittadini stranieri [ Shadows on the border. Informal detention and selection policies for foreign nationals].
http://www.asgi .it/wp-content/upl oads/2020/04/Ombre-in-frontiera.-Politi che-informali-di-detenzi one-e-sel ezi one-dei -cittadi ni-strani eri-2.pdf

[837] Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights | Helsi ?ska Fundacja Praw Cz?owieka. (2021). Input by civil society to the EASO Annual Report 2021.
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/defaul t/fil es/Hel sinki-Foundati on-for-Human-Rights-Poland.docx

[838] Swiss National Human Rights Organisation. (2020, October 7). Die auslanderrechtliche Administrativhaft: Kritik und Alternativen [ Administrative
detention under immigration law: criticism and alternatives] . https://www.humanrights.ch/de/i pf/menschenrechte/migration-asyl/administrativhaft-kritik-
alternativen

[839] Estonian Human Rights Centre | Eesti Inim6iguste Keskus (2021). Joint Submission to the Third Periodic Review of Estonia.
https://humanrights.ee/app/upl oads/2020/12/UPR_en.pdf

[840] Forum réfugiés - Cosi. (2021). Input to the EASO Asylum Report 2021. https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Forumre-fugies-Cosi.pdf

[841] aditus foundation. (2020, August 30). Submission to the Human Rights Committee: 130th Session. Malta’s 3rd periodic review Under the International
Covenant on Civil and Poalitical Rights. https://aditus.org.mt/wp-content/upl oads/2020/09/Submission-I CCPR_Malta_aditus _2020-1.pdf ; Times of Malta
(2020, September 11). NGOs denied access to Safi migrant centre since August . https://timesof malta.com/arti cl es/view/ngos-deni ed-access-to-safi-migrant-
centre-since-august.817371; AIDA Malta. (2021). Country Report: Malta - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by aditus. https://asylumineurope.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/05/A1DA-MT _2020update.pdf

[842] AIDA Spain. Country Report: Spain - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Accem. https://asylumineurope.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/AIDA-ES 2020update.pdf

[843] European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights. (2020). Migration: Key fundamental rights concerns - Quarterly Bulletin - 2020: 01 April - 30 June
2020. https://fra.europa.eu/sites/defaul t/files/fra_uploads/fra-2020-migration-bulletin-3_en.pdf ; AIDA Croatia. (2021). Country Report: Croatia - 2020 Update
. Edited by ECRE. Written by Croatian Law Centre. https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/A1DA-HR _2020update.pdf

[844] European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights. (2020). Migration: Key fundamental rights concerns - Quarterly Bulletin - 2020: 1 July - 30
September 2020. https://fra.europa.eu/sites/defaul t/files/fra_uploads/fra-2020-migration-bulletin-4_en.pdf

https://www.gcr.gr/media/k2/attachments/PR_L esvos_20200917.pdf

[846] AIDA Portugal. (2021). Country Report: Portugal - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Portuguese Refugee Council (CPR).
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/upl oads/2021/05/AI DA-PT _2020update.pdf

[847] AsyLex Lega Advisory. (30 October 2020). OHCHR: Draft General Comment No 5 (2020) on migrants’ rightsto liberty and freedom from arbitrary
detention: Commentary by AsylLex —the online legal aid on Swiss asylum law (Switzerland) . https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodiesy CMW/CFI-GC5-
2020/NGOs/gc5-asylex.docx; AIDA Switzerland. (2021). Country Report: Switzerland - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Swiss Refugee Council.
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/upl oads/2021/05/A1 DA-CH_2020update.pdf

[848] Abogacia Espafiola. (11 November 2020). La Subcomision de Extranjeria denuncia la falta de asistencia juridica a inmigrantes llegados a Canarias

[ The Immigration Subcommittee denounces the lack of legal assistance to immigrants arriving in the Canary Islands] .
https://www.abogacia.es/actualidad/noticias/l a-subcomi sion-de-extranj eria-denuncia-| a-fal ta-de-asi stenci a-j uridi ca-a-inmigrantes-1 egados-a-canarias/

[849] Spanish Commission for Refugee Aid | Comisién Espafiolade Ayuda al Refugiado. (2020, November 11). CEAR lamenta la “ clara indefension
juridica” de las personas migrantes que llegan a Canarias [ CEAR complains about the ‘ clear lack of legal defence’ of migrants arriving in the Canary
Islands] . https://www.cear.es/indefension-juridica-migrantes-canarias/

[850] AIDA Spain. Country Report: Spain - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Accem. https://asylumineurope.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/AIDA-ES 2020update.pdf

[851] Ordonnance du 1er avril 2020 sur les mesures prises dans |e domaine de |'asile en raison du coronavirus (Ordonnance COVID-19 asile), RS 142.318
[Ordinance of 1 April 2020 on measures taken in the field of asylum due to the coronavirus (Ordinance COVID-19 Asylum), RS 142.318].
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2020/205/fr, Article 6

[852] AIDA Switzerland. (2021). Country Report: Switzerland - 2020 Update. Edited by ECRE. Written by Swiss Refugee Council.
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/upl oads/2021/05/AI DA-CH_2020update.pdf

[853] Ordonnance n° 2020-305 du 25 mars 2020 portant adaptation des régles applicables devant les juridictions de |'ordre administratif, JUSX2008167R
[Ordinance No 2020-305 of March 25, 2020 adapting the rules applicable before administrative courts, JUSX2008167R].
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2020/3/25/JU SX 200816 7R/jo/texte; Ordonnance n° 2020-306 du 25 mars 2020 relative a la prorogation des
délais échus pendant |a période d'urgence sanitaire et a |'adaptation des procédures pendant cette méme période, JUSX2008186R [Ordinance No 2020-306 of
March 25, 2020 relating to the extension of deadlines expired during the period of health emergency and to the adaptation of procedures during this same
period, JUSX2008186R]. https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2020/3/25/JU SX 2008186R/jo/texte ; Ordonnance n° 2020-560 du 13 mai 2020 fixant



https://www.gcr.gr/media/k2/attachments/PR_Lesvos_20200917.pdf
https://www.hias.org/sites/default/files/greece-statement_-_rejection_decisions_to_1789_asylum_seekers.pdf
https://equal-rights.org/site/assets/files/1259/dh-dd_2020_715e.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AIDA-CY_2020update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AIDA-CY_2020update.pdf
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/decret/2020/12/28/JUST2022778D/jo/texte
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/arrete/2021/3/19/JUST2108062A/jo/texte
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung-Brussels-Office.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung-Brussels-Office.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Are-You-Syrious-AYS.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/BVMN.pdf
https://www.cms.hr/en/pravna-pomoc-azil-i-statusna-pitanja/cms-kao-umjesac-na-europskom-sudu-za-ljudska-prava
https://equal-rights.org/site/assets/files/1259/dh-dd_2020_715e.pdf
http://www.asgi.it/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Ombre-in-frontiera.-Politiche-informali-di-detenzione-e-selezione-dei-cittadini-stranieri-2.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Helsinki-Foundation-for-Human-Rights-Poland.docx
https://www.humanrights.ch/de/ipf/menschenrechte/migration-asyl/administrativhaft-kritik-alternativen
https://www.humanrights.ch/de/ipf/menschenrechte/migration-asyl/administrativhaft-kritik-alternativen
https://humanrights.ee/app/uploads/2020/12/UPR_en.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Forumre-fugies-Cosi.pdf
https://aditus.org.mt/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Submission-ICCPR_Malta_aditus_2020-1.pdf
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/ngos-denied-access-to-safi-migrant-centre-since-august.817371
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/ngos-denied-access-to-safi-migrant-centre-since-august.817371
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AIDA-MT_2020update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AIDA-MT_2020update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AIDA-ES_2020update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AIDA-ES_2020update.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2020-migration-bulletin-3_en.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AIDA-HR_2020update.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2020-migration-bulletin-4_en.pdf
https://www.gcr.gr/media/k2/attachments/PR_Lesvos_20200917.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AIDA-PT_2020update.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CMW/CFI-GC5-2020/NGOs/gc5-asylex.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CMW/CFI-GC5-2020/NGOs/gc5-asylex.docx
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AIDA-CH_2020update.pdf
https://www.abogacia.es/actualidad/noticias/la-subcomision-de-extranjeria-denuncia-la-falta-de-asistencia-juridica-a-inmigrantes-llegados-a-canarias/
https://www.cear.es/indefension-juridica-migrantes-canarias/
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AIDA-ES_2020update.pdf
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/AIDA-ES_2020update.pdf
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2020/205/fr
https://asylumineurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/AIDA-CH_2020update.pdf
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2020/3/25/JUSX2008167R/jo/texte
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2020/3/25/JUSX2008186R/jo/texte

les délais applicables a diverses procédures pendant |a période d'urgence sanitaire, CPAX2011459R [Ordinance No 2020-560 of May 13, 2020 fixing the
deadlines applicable to various procedures during the period of health emergency, CPAX2011459R].
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2020/5/13/CPAX 2011459R/j o/texte

[854] Federal Office for Migration and Refugees | Bundesamt fir Migration und Fliichtlinge. (2021). Informationen zu den Auswirkungen des Corona-Virus
(COVID-19), die im Zusammenhang mit dem Bundesamt fiir Migration und Fliichtlinge (BAMF) stehen [Information on the impact of the coronavirus
(COVID-19) related to the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF).] . https://www.bamf.de/DE/Startseite/_documents/corona

behoerde.html ?nn=282656#doc674788body Text1 ; European Asylum Support Office. (7 December 2020). COVID-19 emergency measures in asylum and
reception systems: Issue No 3. https://easo.europa.eu/sites/defaul t/files/publicationss COVID-

19%20emergency%20measures¥%20i n%20asyl um%20and%20reception%20sy stems-December-2020 _new.pdf

© European Union Agency for Asylum 2026 | Email: info@euaa.europa.eu



https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/eli/ordonnance/2020/5/13/CPAX2011459R/jo/texte
https://www.bamf.de/DE/Startseite/_documents/corona-behoerde.html?nn=282656#doc674788bodyText1
https://www.bamf.de/DE/Startseite/_documents/corona-behoerde.html?nn=282656#doc674788bodyText1
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/COVID-19%20emergency%20measures%20in%20asylum%20and%20reception%20systems-December-2020_new.pdf
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/COVID-19%20emergency%20measures%20in%20asylum%20and%20reception%20systems-December-2020_new.pdf
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/asylum-report-2021
https://www.euaa.europa.eu/easo-asylum-report-2021/4103-providing-legal-assistance-appeal-decision
mailto:info@euaa.europa.eu

