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7.12.2 Review, cessation and revocation of
international protection status

Debates around the increased use of status reviews and more rigorous use of cessation (recast Qualification
Directive, Articles 11 and 16) and revocation grounds (recast Qualification Directive,
Articles 14 and 19) further transformed the status of international protection towards a more temporary, less
stable status.

For example, withdrawal procedures remained a priority for the BFA in Austria.572 The Federal Minister of
the Interior called for the modification of national and EU legislation at the beginning of 2019 to allow for
the withdrawal of refugee status based on a conviction of a serious crime or repeated crimes, including sexual
assault and violence against women.573

The Ministry of Justice and Emergency Management instructed the Norwegian Directorate of Immigration (
Utlendingsdirektoratet) to review 150 asylum cases from Eritrea in a random manner and consider the
revocation of the protection status following news that several Eritrean refugees participated in public events,
gatherings and meetings in support of or together with current Eritrean government representatives.574

Legislation was amended in Lithuania and a new ground was added to withdraw subsidiary protection: when
there is a serious ground that the person’s stay in the country would represent a threat to national security or
the community.

Legislative amendments in Denmark changed the criteria for assessing the derivative circumstances for
cessation, and the residence permit of refugees and their family members may be revoked in a wider range of
circumstances (DK LEG 01). The amendments concern situations where it has been determined that that the
refugee is no longer in need of international protection and imply that residence permits given to refugees
and family members of refugees will be revoked if the need for protection no longer exists, unless revocation
would be contrary to Denmark’s international obligations. In cases concerning the revocation of a temporary
residence permit, the authorities will assess whether or not the alien in question will risk persecution if
returned to his/her home country. If it is not the case, the residence permit will be revoked unless it is
contrary to Denmark’s international obligations. The amendments also imply that residence permits given to
refugees and family members will be granted with a view to a temporary stay and that the Danish
Immigration Service is responsible for initiating automatic reviews of residence permits given to refugees
when they expire. UNHCR Denmark commented on the draft law which was presented originally in 2018
and underlined that periodic reviews done frequently risk undermining the security of the status and, thus,
risks hindering the integration process.575

The Council of State in France ruled that refugee status can end due to divorce when the status was obtained
based on family unity. OFPRA and, if necessary, CDNA assess the circumstances of the case and if the
person can continue to benefit from previously-granted protection.   

EMN prepared an overview of national debates, challenges, policies and practices of EU countries, Norway
and Switzerland on using cessation due to travel or contact with national authorities of the country of origin,
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and on the procedures for and consequences of withdrawing the status.576 For example, the Act on
Foreigners and Integration was amended in Switzerland and it allows the SEM to prohibit refugees to travel
to another country in order to prevent that they travel further to their country of origin.577 UNHCR warned
about the practical limits of this new legislation578

  and proposed amendments to the draft law.579
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