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EASO operations in Greece to expand
significantly

|

The Agency’s operations in Greece are expected to double in size to over
1000 personnel in 2020; Hosting agreement signed to improve efficiency
of support through legal and administrative clarity.

(Text in Greek below)

On 28 January 2020, the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) and the Greek
government signed a Seat Agreement for the Hosting of the EASO Operational
Office in Greece. The agreement was signed in Athens by the Executive Director
of EASO, Nina Gregori, and the Greek Alternate Minister for Migration and
Asylum, Giorgos Koumoutsakos.

Commenting on the signing of the agreement, Ms Gregori stated: “EASO has
been continuously increasing its operational support and cooperation with the
Greek authorities since 2011. We have already started further expanding our
support in the country in these weeks, and today’s agreement gives us the
needed administrative and legal framework to do so effectively. | want to thank



Alternate Minister Koumoutsakos for the renewed effort he put into ensuring that
the agreement was finalised as a priority. This continued constructive approach
reflects the long-standing and ongoing excellent working relationship EASO has in
partnering with our Greek colleagues.”

The hosting agreement gives legal and administrative clarity to the status of
EASO in the country, including that of its staff and assets, thus allowing the
Agency to be better able to support the Hellenic asylum and reception authorities.

Based on an Operating Plan which was signed between EASO and Greece in
December 2019, the Agency is already scaling up its operational presence in
support of the Greek authorities. Deployed EASO personnel will double from
approximately 500 to over 1000 throughout the year. They will work to
support the Greek Asylum Service, the national Dublin Unit, the Reception and
Identification Service and the Appeals Authority. The personnel will include
caseworkers, field support staff, reception staff, research officers for the Appeals
Authority, interpreters and administrative staff.

Within this increase, the operational presence on the Greek mainland will
increase by four times the level of 2019, including personnel being
permanently deployed to eight new locations in Thessaloniki and loannina to
support the country’s regular asylum procedure. At the same time, the number of
caseworkers will double on the islands (from approximately 100 to 200) and
triple on the mainland (from approximately 30 to 100).

EASO’s operations in Greece in 2020 will translate to a financial commitment of at
least EUR 36 million.


https://euaa.europa.eu/news-events/easo-operations-double-size-year

Background

EASO has been supporting the Greek authorities since 2011. The Agency’s
operations in the country have grown substantially since then, most notably as a
result of the increased numbers of asylum applications since 2015.

EASQO'’s operations in Greece are now at unprecedented levels, with over 500
personnel at any given point, that were deployed in 36 locations in the
country in 2019. The Agency’s operational presence in the country is expected to
double in 2020. Last year, EASQO’s operational commitment in Greece translated
to a financial commitment of EUR 27.5 million.

OL emxelpRoElC TG EvpwnaikAG Ynpeoiag YooTAPLENG yia
To AcuvAo otnVv EAAGSa avapéveTal va emMEKTAO00V ONUAVTLKA.

O1 6paocTnpiéTnTes TNG EASO otnVv EAAdbda avauévetal va dimAiaoiaocTovv
O MEPLOOOTEPA amo 1000 atoua 1o 2020. Zvuewvia giAo&eviac
vnieypaen pe TNV EAAada yia tnv eEac@aiion VouIKAG Kal 810IKNTIKAG
oagnvelag.

2Tic 28 lavovapiov 2020, n Evpwnaikr Ynnpeoila YMootAPLENG yLa To AcuAo
(EASO) kat n EAAnvikA KuBEpvnon vméypayav cupewvia £€6pag yia tn LAogevia



Tou Emuyetpnaolako0 Mpageiov tTng EASO otnv EAAGSa. H ouugpwvia vrteypden otnv
ABNva petagd TnG EKTeEAEOTIKNG AlevBivTplag tng EASO Nina Gregori Kal Tou
AvanAnpwTn Ymovpyol Metavdotevong kat AcbAov, Nwpyouv Kovpouvtodkov.

2T OXOALA TNG OXETIKA UE TNV voypaer TNG cupewviag, n K. Gregori dNAwoE
Ta €EAC: «H EASO auédvel ovvexwWC TNV enxelpnotakn tng othiptén Kat
ovvepyaola UE TIC EAANVIKEC apxEC and To 2011. Exovue nén Eekwvriostl va
EVIOYVOVUE MEPALTEPW TH OTAPLEN UAC OTN XWPA AUTEC TIC EBOOUABEC KAl n €V
AOYW OLUPWVIA UAC TTPOOPEPEL TO AMALTOVUEVO SLOLKNTIKO KAl VOULKO MAaiOLo yla
TNV anoteAeouaTikn dteEaywyn Twv €V AOYw EVEPYELWVY. Oa NBeAa va
ELXAPLOTAOW TOV AvanAnpwTh Ymovpyo K. KOUUOUTOAKO yla TIC AVAVEWMEVEC
MPOOTIABELEC MOV KATEBAAE MPOKEIUEVOL va SLAOPAALOTE] N KATA MPOTEPALOTNTA
oploTikonoinon tn¢ ovuewviac. Avth n 6LapPKAG EMOLKOSOUNTLKI) TPOOEYYLON
aQVTAVaKAQ Tn HaKPd Kat ovvextlouevn aplotn ovvepyaoia uetaéo tng EASO kat
TWV EAARVWY ouvabEApwy uag.»

H oupowvia guAoEeviag map€XEL VOULKH Kol SLOLKNTIKA CO@AVELA 0TO KABEOTWG
™G EASO otn xwpa, 600v agopd, HETAED AAAWY, TO MPOOWTLKO Kol TA
MEPLOLOLAKE TNG oToLxEla, TTPOKELWEVOL N YTINPEeoia va BEATLWOEL TN OTAPLEA TNG
OTLGC EAANVIKEC apXEC aoOAOL Kat LTTOOOYNAG.

BdoeL evdc emnyelpnolakol oyxediov to onoilo vmeypden petagd tng EASO Kat TG
EANGDaC tov AekEpBplo tov 2019, 0 Opyavioudg evioxDEL ABN TNV EMLXELPNOLAKNA
TOL Tapovaia MPOG LMOCTAPLEN TWVY EAANVIKWY aPXWV. TO MPOCWTILKO TTIOL
anaoyxoA&el n EASO Oa SimAaolaoTei and mepinov 500 o€ mavw andé 1000«kab
'6An TN dldpKeLla TOL £TOLG. Oa epyacToLV yia va vrooTnpei§ouvy TNV EAANVIKA
Ynnpeoia AcOAov, Tnv EBvik) Movdda tou AouBAivou, Tnv Ynnpeoia YnodoxNg Kat
TavTtomnoinong kat Tnv ApxA NMpoo@uywv. To MPoowTitkd Ba TEPIAAPBAVEL TOLC
XELPLOTEC LTIOOECEWY, TO MPOCWTILKO LTTOCTHPLENG TIEd(OV, TO MPOCWTILKO
LMOBOYXNAC, TOLG LITAAANAOLG £peLvac TNG ApxNC MPoaoeLYWV, TouG dlepUNVE(C Kal
TO SLOLKNTIKO TIPOCWTILKO.

21o mAaiolo avTri¢ TNG adENONG, N EMYELPNOLAKN TIapovoia atnv evboxwpa, Oa
avinOsei Kata TEooEPLG YPOPEG, O OUYKPLON HE TO 2019,
CLMTIEPIAQMPBAVOUEVOL TOU TIPOCWTILKOD TIOL B EYKATAOTAOE! OV OE OKTW
véeg B€oelg otn OsgoaAovikn Kat Ta lwdvviva, yla va brtooTtnPIEEL TN KAVOVLKN
dladikaoia agvAov. TavtdxpPOvVA, O APLOKOGC TWV XELPLOTWY VTIOOETEWY OTA
vnoia Oa dimAaocilaoTei (and nepinov 100 og 200) kat Ba TpMAaclaotel oTNV
evdoywpa (amnd nepinov 30 oe 100).


https://euaa.europa.eu/news-events/easo-operations-double-size-year

OL 6paotnpléTnTEG TNG EASO 0TV EAAGSQ TO 2020 B0 HETAPPATTOOY OE
XPNMATOO0TIKA 8€ouevan DYoL TOLAGYLOTOV 36 EKATOHMUPIWY EVPW.

loTopLKkO

H EASO otnpiCeL TI¢ eAANVIKEC apxEG amd to 2011, EkToTe £€Y0oULV aLENOEL
ONMOVTLKA Ol EMUYXELPATELS TNG YIINpeolag oTn XWEa, KUPIWC WG ATOTEAEGUA TOL
aLENUEVOL apLBoD alTACEWY TapoxiG acVbAov amnd to 2015.

OL 6paotnpldTnTEG TNG EASO 0TNV EAAADQ £X0UV QVEABEL MAEOV OE TPWTOPAVH
enineda, pe neplocdéteEPa amdé 500 dTONA MPOCWTILKO, TOTTOOETNMEVA OE 36
onMeia tnG xwpac to 2019. H emyetpnolakn napovaia Tov OpyaviouoL oTn
XWpa avapéveTal va dinAaotactel To 2020. To 2019, n enuxelpnolakn dEouevaon
™nN¢ EASO otnv EAAGDO peTappdoTnke o€ xpnuatodotiki 6éouevon dyoug 27,5
EKATOMHLPIWY ELPW.
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